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Discover the 
2008 Tiburon. 


This seductively-styled coupe’s magnetic personality follows through with fun-to-drive, sports car handling and an 
unyielding ability to turn heads. One look at its muscular front end, the flowing curve of fts body panels and its low 
stance reveals the taut, agile profile of a true performer. Discover an automobile that detivers driving excitement. 


Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL.)* 
G5 Sport with AC & Sunroof Starting At 
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or $0 Down Includes taxes 


Discover the 
2008 Veracruz. 


The 2008 Veracruz is stylish, feature-packed, and the resutt of meticulous engineering and design. Wouldn't it be 
nice to tur tedium. Into delight, and mundane routine into pleasant surprise? When driving tums into one unending 
commute, the tittle luxuries can mean the difference between road bliss and road rage. 


Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL.)* 
Starting At 


or $0 Down Includes taxes 


Discover the 
2008 Santa Fe. 


The smart and agile 
compact CUV 


Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL.)* 
Starting At 


Discover the 
2008 Entourage. 


The ideal combination 
of size, safety and utility. 


Cash Purchase Price (D&D INCL)* 
Starting At 
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Have more moolah 


— From $80.95/mo: for 1 year, 
High Gpaeianceess with 1 month FREE’ 


BB Save over 15% with a 
+ + & bundle you can bank on. 
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the future is friendly 
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‘Suite of hardware and software security tools. ©2006 TELUS. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, start your thumbs. #EXT IN AND VOTE for the ride that moves 
you the most and you'll havea CHANGE'TO WIN IT! Choose the rugged JEEP PATRIOT, 
the hip JEEP COMPASS or thé bold DODGE CALIBER. 


To cast your vote, just text CALIBER, COMPASS or PATRIOT to 24680: 


Once you've voted, we'll text you back with contest entry details. 
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Capturing hot air 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vucweekly.com 
ven in the context of the absolutely mind-boggling figures being casually tossed 
F around these days in response to the financial crisis—a $700 billion stimulus 
, $75 billion in mortgage acquisitions there, a polite request for a paltry $25 
billion from automakers over here—$2 billion is still a hell of a lot of money. 

And most people would quite rightfully expect that when a government 
makes the decision to commit $2 billion to something that there's a fairly decent 
likelihood that the money will actually accomplish what's intended. But, appar- 
ently, when it comes to carbon capture and storage (CCS)—the still-unproven 
plan to capture emissions from large emitters and sequester them in under- 
ground geological formations—most people would be wrong. 

An internal government briefing note prepared by a joint provincial/federal 
task force and obtained through a freedom-of-information request by the CBC 
reveals that CCS, the centerpiece of the provincial government's climate change 
strategy, will likely be ineffective in tackling emissions from the Alberta tar sands, 
the single largest source of increases in greenhouse gas emissions in the country, 
expected to make up 16 per cent of Canada’s total emissions by 2020. 

“Only a small percentage of emitted CO> is ‘capturable’ since most emissions 
aren't pure enough. Only limited near-term opportunities exist in the oil sands 
and they largely relate to the upgrader facilities," reads one of the memo'’s points. 

Despite this relatively clear assessment, the provincial government's January. 
climate change strategy depends on CCS to make up fully 70 per cent of its 
planned 200 megatonnes of emissions reductions by 2050. The government 
committed $2 billion to CSS in July, and a government information booklet 
released in August claims that “with carbon capture and storage, emissions 
associated with oi! sands production will fall below that of conventional oil.” 

Many environmental groups have long been critical of CCS, arguing that it’s 
foolish to rely on a costly and unproven technology when other solutions 
which will deliver proven reductions sooner are available. Now it seems that, 
at least when it comes to the tar sands, the government knew that all along 
but chose to keep their heads in the sand. vw 
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WIN, LOSE OR DRAW 


It's funny ... | have been listening to Draw 
the Line this week just for the heck of it 
and | just love the album (Old Sounds, Nov 
13 - Nov 19, 2008). When | was a young 
Aerosmith fan, | was really not into the 
album too much. | loved “Critical Mass,” 
“Draw the Line” and “Kings and Queens,” 
but now | really enjoy most of the album. 

Yes, there are some half-hearted solos 
buried in the songs and some weak stuff 
happening in there, but there is still some 
real greatness, especially “Critical Mass.” 
What a powerhouse of a song! “Milk Cow 
Blues” was really underappreciated too. “| 
Wanna Know Why” is still cool too. 

What was still on the album was the 
Aerosmith mystique and cool. These guys 
were still street tough punks who could 
kick your ass or rock it off. | miss that band. 
If you really listen to it, this was really a 
heavy, dark album for the band and | wish 
they had been able explore this sound a lit- 
tle more. Go back to about 1978 and listen 
to “Big Ten Inch Record” then listen to 
them now. Their guitar sounds have 
changed so much and even with all the 
new technology, they just don’t have the 
same heavy sound anymore. 

WAYNE MOMFORD 
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DYIN’ FOR A ROUSSE 


This one goes out to Jason Foster's article 
on the St Ambroise Oatmeal Stout ("A 
study of perfection in black,” Nov 20 - 
Nov 26, 2008), | recently moved home to 
Edmonton after four years in Montréal. 
The St Ambroise stout was one of my 
favourite Québec beers. I’ve also been 
trying to get someone in Edmonton to 
pick up my #1 favourite: the McAuslan 
Rousse. It’s a great red, far better than 
Rickard’s. | ask for it everywhere | go, 
hoping someone will take me seriously 
and ask the regulators to put it in on “the 
list.” You might have more pull than me, 
so if you're interested and are able to get 
someone to supply it, do let me know. 
CARLO LYNCH 


THE NEOCON TRAINWRECK 


To deconstruct the neoconservative 
trainwreck we must acknowledge their 
ideology-based failings. 

Edmund Burke, the godfather of con- 
servatism, warned against extreme indi- 
vidualism, praising instead the individual 
within the community. Irving Kristol, the 
godfather of neoconservatism, described 
neoconservatism as specifically anti-Tory 
(his word for classical conservatives) and 
specifically American. Kristol and others 
merged classical liberal laissez-faire capi- 
talism with corporatism, bringing them 
together with the libertarian’s preference 
for no government, or at least smaller 


VUEPOINT 


government. An aggressive foreign policy 
completes the paradigm. In short, the 
neocon sees private corporate interest as 
superior to society's public interest. 

This continues to be their philosophy. 
Irresponsible tax cuts and ideological 
deregulation in the world’s largest econ- 
omy are responsible for today’s financial 
crisis and may be the ruin of us all. Irre- 
sponsible tax cuts to billion dollar corpo- 
rations and the richest few, allowing 
crumbs to trickle down to the rest of us, 
have beggared the economy. Ideological 
deregulation allowed unfunded lever- 
aged buyouts, bank mergers and fail- 
ures, and the mortgage meltdown. 

In Canada, last week's throne speech 
tells all: it ignores neocon responsibility 
and denies that the GST cuts we barely 
noticed wiped out the surplus and will 
likely contribute to deficit. The Prime 
Minister's APEC and G-20 comments 
were barely reassuring. My fear, for 
Canada, is that Stephen Harper is com- 
mitted to neoconservatism while 
mouthing other things. 

BRIAN MARLATT 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 
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lity advocates say Canada could become 
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Vet neutrality advocates warn 
' | that a highly anticipated deci- 
sion by the Canadian Radio- 
} ion and Telecommunications 
Commission (CRTC) on the issue of 
Internet “throttling” has moved Cana- 
da one step closer to a two-tier Inter- 
net divided into fast and slow lanes. 

On November 20 the CRTC, which. 
regulates broadcasting and telecom- 
munications systems in the country, 
denied a request by the Canadian Asso- 
ciation of Independent Providers (CAIP) 
to prohibit Bell Canada from “throt- 
tling,” or slowing down, ceftain types 
of Internet traffic over its network. 

“It's a blow against Internet users 
across Canada,” according to Steve 
Anderson, the coordinator of SaveOur- 
Net.ca, a national coalition that pushes 
for a level playing field on the Internet. 
“It sets the wrong precedent, it sends 
the wrong message. It's putting us out 
of step with the open Internet that is 
being pushed forward in the US and 
threatens to make Canada the back- 
water of the Internet.” 

CAIP, which represents over 50 
indepertdent Internet service providers 
which lease space on Bell’s network 
and re-sell it to their own customers, 
claimed that Bell's practice of slowing 
down transfer rates for peer-to-peer 
file sharing, voice-over-Internet calls 
and other high-bandwidth applications 
to less than the speed of a dial-up con- 
nection was discriminatory and put 
users of such applications at an unfair 
disadvantage. 

In April the group asked the CRTC to 
prohibit the practice, which CAIP 
argued threatened Canadians’ access 
to Internet usage and violated the prin- 
ciple of net neutrality, which says that 
all Internet traffic should be treated the 
same and delivered as fast as possible. 

While Bell admitted that it was 
slowing some traffic during the peak 
hours of 4:30 pm to 2:00 am, it argued 
the practice was necessary to deal 
with network congestion resulting 
from a small number of users sharing 
large files over peer-to-peer net- 
works, which Bell argued was impact- 
ing download speeds for all 
customers. The telecom giant began 


2 INTERNET 


shaping the traffic of its own cus- 
tomers in October 2007 and extended 
the practice to its wholesale ISPs in 
March of this year. 

After twice delaying its decision, 
the CRTC sided with Bell, but stressed 
that its decision only applied to this 
particular situation. 

“Based on the evidence before us, 
we found that the measures employed 
by Bell Canada to manage its network 
were not discriminatory,” said CRTC 
chairman Konrad von Finckenstein in 
announcing the decision. “Bell Cana- 
da applied the same traffic-shaping 
practices to wholesale customers as it 
did to its own-retail customers.” 

The CRTC also ruled that Bell's 
actions did not lessen competition or 
amount to controlling the content on 
its network. 

But Anderson rejects that notion, 
saying that customers in some 
provinces have been left with no choice 
if they want to use peer-to-peer or 
other applications now being throttled. 

“People, especially in Ontario, don't 
have an option to get to the open 
Internet because Bell and Rogers are 
throttling their own customers and 
now Bell is also throttling the competi- 
tors that lease their lines,” he says 
“Before they might have been throt- 
tling their own customers but you 
could go to Tech Savvy, which is an 


_ independent IP, you could go to them 


and get access to the open Internet. 
Now there's no option for that.” 

The commission did, however, rule 
that Bell must provide independent 
providers using its network with at 


least 30 days’ notice in advance of 


any changes to the network. 


THE DECISION was hailed by Bell, 
which was supported in its submis- 
sion to the CRTC by other Canadian 
telecom companies, including Rogers 
and Telus. 

“With this decision, the commission 
has rightly confirmed that network 


’ operators are in the best position to 


determine how to operate their net- 


works 

effectively and efficiently, to 
allow fair and proportion- 
ate use of the Internet by all 
users," said Mirko Bibic, 
Bell’s senior vice president of regula- 
tory and government affairs, ina 
release applauding the decision. 

But Len Katz, the CRTC’s vice-chair, 
told the CBC that the ruling said nothing 
about the right of telecoms generally to 
manage traffic, saying, “Someone told 
me Bell put out a press release that said 
the commission upheld its position that 
network management practices are a 
fundamental right of theirs. That’s not 
what we said at all.” 

As part of their decision, the CRTC 
announced it would hold public hear 
ings next July to address the broader 
issue of “the extent to which Internet 
service providers can manage the traf- 
fic on their networks in accordance 
with the Telecommunications Act.” 

While he was disappointed that the 
CRTC ruled in Bell's favour, Anderson 
welcomes the announcement of pub- 
lic consultations on the issue 

"The one thing that I am happy 
about is that there is going to be a 
public proceeding on traffic manage- 
ment specifically,” he said. “So this 


.isn’t over and the CRTC is actually 


going to deal with the broader issue, 
which is something that myself and 
others have been calling for for a long 
time. So that is good.” 

But he cautions that allowing Bell 
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to continue throt- 
ting sets a bad precedent for the 
hearings 

“What they should have done is tell 
Bell to cease and desist from throttling 
until they have that public hearing— 
don't allow it to happen then have a 


pubic hearing,” he argues. “Because 
what's going to happen—these are 
sharp people who are in these compa- 
nies—they’re going to build a business 
model around throttling and then use 
that as ammunition for the hearing 
They're going to say, ‘You can't tell us 
to stop throttling. You already let us do 
it and now we have a business around 
it’ So that’s the problem.” 

Still, Anderson says that his coalition 
will spend the coming months encour- 
aging more Canadians to make their 
voices heard with the CRTC, which 
received over 2000 letters in support of 
CAIP during its deliberations. 

“The thing about this issue is that 
when people understand it, when 
there's a public debate of any sort, any 
public discussion about this, we win 
because virtually nobody is in favour of 
Internet throttling. It literally is a hand- 
ful of big telecom companies against 
the rest of society,” he says. “So if we 
raise the alarms about this and let peo- 
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ple know about it on a wide 

enough scale, they won't stand for 
the CRTC to allow this to go throug 

Anderson says that a key me 
they'll be getting out is that losing the e 
concept of net neutrality will likely 
mean the end of the Internet as we 
know it today. 

“Slowly over time we'll have a two- 
tier Internet where there's a slow 
lane—it’s unreliable, it’s slow, it’s up 
and down. You'll be free to use that, it’s 
like now: you want to check a website? 
No problem. Then you'll have a fast 
lane that’s super fast, it'll be great for 
high-definition video, and basically if 
you want to compete that’s what you 
have to be on because no one's going 
to use the shitty slow-lane Intemet 

“So it'll be more like TV, you'll have 
more proscribed menu choices because 
in order to be in that fast lane you'll prob- 
ably have to have a lot of money. That's 
probably where Bell and other IPs are 
hoping it'll go, because when they can ge! 
control of the medium it’s much more 
profitable. Think of how much they could 
be charging CanWest Global and all these 
broadcasters and all these content pro- 
ducers to get on the fast lane. It's a huge 
amount of money they could be making it 
they get control. That's what I think we're 
instore for if we allow this to happen.” wv 
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Do as | say, not as I do 


Western nations, institutions practice double standard 
with developing countries in response to financial crisis 


FRASER REILLY-KING / halifaxinitiative.org 
Even if you've been living under a rock for 
the past six months, word has likely reached 
you by now that North America and Europe 
are falling headlong into one of the most 
significant financial declines in decades. 

Due to tighter regulations in our finan- 
cial sector—we have the failed merger of 
Canada’s big banks to thank for that— 
Canada has escaped relatively unscathed 
compared with our neighbours to the 
south. But for a country as reliant on 
‘trade as Canada, the aftershocks will be 
no less traumatic. Our manufacturing sec- 
tor-is on the brink of total collapse, Cana- 
dians can expect {at a minimum) a $3 
billion budget deficit next fiscal year and 

a global recession looms close at hand. 
The impact on developing countries is 
likely to be even worse. The global eco- 
nomic downturn is expected to see devel- 
oping country GDP decrease by $300 
billion over the next two years, pushing 
another 40 million people into extreme 


poverty, on top of the 100 million put there 
earlier this year by the global food crisis 

It should therefore be with some com- 
fort that 20 of the world's leading industri- 
alized and emerging economies came 


* together in Washington in mid-November 


in the first of a series of meetings to 
address the global financial crisis. Twenty 
economies representing 90 per cent of the 
world’s economic activity and two-thirds of 
its population would surely come up with 
new solutions to address the crisis. 

Half of them have. But it is not quite 
what we expected. 

From the previous eras of the gold 
standard and fixed and flexible exchange 
fates, northern governments have official- 
ly moved into the era of the double stan- 
dard. This is characterized by “do as | say 
not as | do” economic policies and prac- 
tices. OK, so it isn’t that new. But it has 
been made all the more transparent over 
the past few months. Let me explain. 

In response to the Asian financial crisis 


MacEwan 


It’s true, MacEwan offers four 
degrees with start dates this 
January. 


You can start your degree in Arts, 
Commerce, Nursing, and Science, and 
in four short years, graduate from 
MacEwan with your bachelor’s degree. 


Why wait until September when you 
can start in January? 


It’s your degree, your choice 
— think MacEwan. 


Call 780-633-3408 or visit 
www.MacEwan.ca for details. 
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of 10 years ago, as casino capitalists fled 
the table when another speculative bubble 
they helped create finally burst, the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) prescribed 
some truly bad medicine that wholly exac- 
erbated the symptoms. Asian countries 
were instructed by the IMF to raise inter- 
est rates sharply in order to attract new 
investment and counter (at the time) low 
inflation. As debts on loans increased, 
consumers and-companies defaulted, fur- 
ther worsening confidence in the market. 
Banks and companies were left to col- 
lapse, since the IMF considered bailing 
them out as a waste of public funds. And 
instead of disciplining investors, countries 
were urged to liberalize further, making it 
easier for new investments to come in, but 
even easier for money to go out. Specula- 
tois chose the latter. 

This approach may seem somewhat 
surprising, but at the time it sat comfort- 
ably within the broader context of 
decades of austere neoliberal policies 
pushed on developing countries by the 
World Bank and IMF in an effort to bring 
“sound policies, good governance and 
the rule of law” to the South. To boost 
National revenue and cut national expen- 
ditures, governments were downsized, 
state enterprises and the delivery of 
essential services were privatized, and 
subsidies to whole sectors of the econo- 
my were cut. Trade barriers were rapidly 
liberalized, and industries and agricul- 
ture were geared towards export mar- 
kets. Financial, labour and investment 
markets were deregulated. 
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SO WHAT WAS the response of the stan- 
dard bearers of neoliberal policies to the 
current economic Crisis as the as the 
walls of free-market fundamentalism 
came crashing down in the US and 
Europe? Just the opposite at home to 
what they long preached overseas: 
nationalizing and recapitalizing their 
banks, guaranteeing savings deposits, 
injecting massive subsidies into ailing 
institutions, coordinating interest rate 
reductions to boost consumer spending 
and re-regulating their financial sectors. 
In fact, it is estimated that, to date, Euro- 
pean and North American governments 
have put US$4 trillion into bailing out 
their financial firms. Now even the IMF is 
preaching the gospel of global regulation 
and healthy government spending. 

Yet despite this radical departure, it is 
quickly becoming apparent that what's 
good for the goose today is not good for 
Uganda tomorrow. 

In Ukraine and Hungary, among the first 
countries to receive new IMF loans to 
address their own financial crises, the 
countries have been told to cut budget 
deficits, cut or freeze wages in the public 
sector and drop subsidies to essential serv- 
ices. New loans to Pakistan and Belarus 
will likely follow suit. In contrast, Iceland, 
the IMF's poster child whose economy col- 
lapsed because its financial sector was so 
liberalized and unregulated, will be getting 
its bailout almost condition-free. 

For its part, the World Bank has mus- 
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tered what now seems like a paltry $50 bil- 
fion action plan per year to help developing 
countries respond to the global crisis— 
they caution, however, that developing 
country governments should “resist the 
temptation to take over management of 
financial institutions.” But even without 
this caveat, banks in developing countries 
would now be hard pressed to compete 
with the new supersized government- 
owned banks in Europe and the US. 

To top it off, aid budgets—important to 
Many countries in Africa—are expected to 
take a further beating, as northern finance 
ministers look to cut expenditures. 

The outcomes of the next G-20 meet- 
ings, much like the current state of the 
economy, are still unsure. But the 
responses to date are telling. Despite 
what finance ministers will tell you, what 
we are seeing—like the Great Depres- 
sion before it—is a new period of north- 
ern isolationism and protectionism 
disguised as a global response. 

Isn't it time to put an end to this dou- 
ble standard and allow developing coun- 
tries to set their own fiscal and monetary 
policies? w 


Fraser Reilly-King is the coordinator of the 
Halifax Initiative, a coalition of develop- 
ment, environment, faith-based, human 
rights and labour groups, and the Canadian 
presence for public interest education and 
action on International Financial Institu- 
tions, namely the World Bank and the IMF 
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‘One i in 10 Alberta children live in poverty 


"study calls for comprehensive poverty reduction strategy, 
_ warns against cuts to social programs during slowdown 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
here are 77 595 children living 
: in poverty in the province, 
according to a new study, and 
the looming economic downturn 
could make the situation much worse 
without the development of a com- 
prehensive provincial poverty reduc- 
tion strategy to tackle the problem. 
“We Can Do Better: Toward an Alberta 
Poverty Reduction Strategy for Children 
and Families,” released November 21 by 
the Edmonton Social Planning Council, 
found that despite a decline in rates of 
-child poverty in recent years, one in 10 
children in Alberta still live in families 
whose 2006 after-tax income fell short of 
Statistics Canada’s Low Income Cut-off 
(LUCO) measure of poverty. 
Child poverty rates in the prowifiBe 


are highest in Edmonton, where one 


in six children within the city and one 


_ in eight children in metro Edmonton 


live in low-income households. Cal- 


- gary has the second highest rates, 


with one in eight children in the city 
living below the LICO threshold. 

But it's a problem that cuts across 
the province, according to John Kolk- 
man, the research and policy analysis 
coordinator with the ESPC and the 
study's principal author. 

Lethbridge and Medicine Hat had 
the highest rates of child poverty of 
Alberta’s regional centres, with rates 
matching the provincial average. 

“And while poverty rates are some- 
what lower in Red Deer, Grande Prairie 
and Wood Buffalo/Fort McMurray, 
these communities have higher living 
costs than most medium-sized cities in 
other provinces,” Kolkman cautions. 
“Since poverty rates are based on 
national averages, the full extent of 
poverty in these booming cities is not 
captured by these numbers.” 

While poverty cuts across demo- 
graphic boundaries, the study found 
that children living in certain family 
types are more likely to live in poverty. 

“Children living in lone-parent fam- 
ilies and’ Aboriginal families are more 


wo 
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POVERTY 


than twice as likely to live in poverty 
as other Alberta children,” Kolkman 
says, explaining that 45 per cent of 
children living in poverty live in fami- 
lies headed by a Jone parent. 

“Recent immigrant and visible 
minority families face many barriers 


placing them at greater risk of pover-- 


ty,” Kolkman adds. j 
ONE OF THE STUDY'S more troubling 


findings is that the vast majority of 
impoverished children lived in fami- 
lies in which at least one parent 
worked. 

“For many low-income families, 
a job is no longer a ticket out of 
poverty. Four out of five children 
live in families where their parent 
or parents are working. One in 
three of these children live in 
families where one or both par- 
ents works full-time, year 
round,” says Kolkman. “Despite more 
low-income families working harder, 
most are not begin rewarded for this 
increased work effort. Their incomes 
have remained largely stagnant 
despite Alberta's economic growth.” 

The reality of families who are 
working poor is familiar to Tamisan 
Bencz-Knight, who works in resource- 
development with the Edmonton 
Food Bank. She says that approxi- 
mately 30 per cent of Food Bank 
clients have full-time employment, 
and that Alberta as a whole has the 
highest percentage of working clients 
for food bank recipients in Canada. 


Bencz-Knight says she's not surprised 


that the study found such levels of child 
poverty in the province, pointing out 
that children under 18 make up 40 per 
cent of Food Bank users in the city. 
While child poverty rates in Alberta 
were the second-lowest in Canada, 
trailing only Prince Edward Island, Kolk- 
man cautions that the nature of poverty 


in the province has some troubling 
characteristics. 
“Alberta children who live in low- 


" income families experience a greater 


depth of poverty than the national 
average. Alberta children also tend to 
live in poverty longer than 

children in 
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other parts 
of Canada. Moreover, in 
terms of housing and costs for other 
essentials, Alberta has become one of 
the most expensive places in Canada 
to live for low-income families.” 

While suggesting that more studies 
are required to fully explain why 
poverty in Alberta tends to be deeper 


~and for longer periods, Kolkman sug- 


gests it may be due to low social 
assistance rates in the province and, 
until recently, a minimum wage that 
was below the national average. 


THE GOOD NEWS, according to Kolk- 


man, is that income support measures 


_ by the provincial and federal govern- 


ments already have a significant 
impact on poverty. Without govern- 
ment transfers poverty levels would 
almost double to 19.5 per cent. 

The study points to positive steps, 
including the forthcoming elimination 
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of healthcare premiums and the 
province's 10-year plan to end home~ 
lessness, but says the province needs 
to do more to continue gains in pover- 
ty reductions made in recent years. 
“We can do better in addressing 
child and family poverty. Enhancing 


child tax benefits, providing quality,’ 


affordable child care and early child- 
hood development and reward- 

ing work through fairer wages, 
improved benefits and stronger 
earned income tax credits are 
among the possible solutions that 
could significantly reduce poverty,” 

Kolkman says. “There is an urgent 

need to develop a comprehensive 
poverty reduction strategy with firm 
targets and clear timelines for change. 
Several other provinces are already 
working on comprehensive poverty 
reduction strategies. It’s time for Alber- 
ta to do the same.” 

Kolkman warns that governments 
facing economic turmoil must learn 
from the last recession, which came 
on the heels of a federal pledge to 
eliminate child poverty by 2000. 

“One of the things that occurred in 
the aftermath of the 1989 House of 
Commons resolution was a fairly sig- 
nificant recession in the early 1990s, 
and far from eliminating child poverty 
by the year 2000, child poverty grew 
significantly during the 1990s and is 
only, at least on a national basis, get- 
ting down to the levels that existed in 
1989,” he explains. “So this time gov- 
ernment has to take a different 
course. We can't afford to prime the 
pump in other areas and create stimu- 
lus in other areas of our economy and 
pay for it by not investing in poverty 
reduction and in the many programs 
that make such a difference for low- 
income families. 

“It's incredibly important that we, 
particularly in this economic environ- 
ment, make sure that we continue to 
make progress in reducing child 
poverty and not lose the progress 
that's been made to this point.” w 
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0 revo Hida homeless indi- 
viduals counted, or 2124, were male. 

There was also a significant increase 
in the number of homeless families. In 
total, 193 families were counted, includ- 
ing 207 children under 17 years old. 
| Fifty-five per cent of these families (73 
families), including 86 children, were 
considered absolutely homeless in the 
count—an increase of 87 per cent over 
2006, while 45 per cent (60 families) 
stayed in emergency shelters. 

The count also found 46 homeless indi- 
viduals over the age of 65, a doubling of 
. the number of seniors without a perma- 

compared to the 2006 count. 
lucted every two 
. rd Trust Edmonton, 
provides a “point-in-time count” of 
homeless people in Edmonton on 
October 21, 2008. 

‘The count was conducted by 220 
volunteers and is based on a street 


ing emergency shelter. The report cau- 
tions that a shortf of | 
‘areas 0 


The future of Tibet 


China making peaceful resolution 
impossible and violence inevitable 


| DYER STRAIGHT 
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The Dalai Lama spoke in his customary 
platitudes, and the Chinese regime 
responded with its habitual bluster, but a 
corer was turned in the China-Tibet dis- 
pute last week. From now on, it’s likely to 
get worse. 

After a five-day meeting in Dharamsala, 
India that gathered together Tibetan exiles 
from all over the world, the Dalai Lama 
emerged with his authority unchallenged 
and the policy towards Beijing unchanged. 
“{The] majority of views have come up 
supporting the Middle Way path to the 
Tibetan Issue ... which is right,” he 
declared on November 23. In other words, 
the Tibetans should seek only autonomy 
under Chinese rule, not full independence. 

The regime's official mouthpiece in 
Lhasa, the Tibet Daily, replied that “the 
so-called ‘Middle Way’ is a naked expres- 
sion of ‘Tibetan independence’ aimed at 
nakedly spreading the despicable plot of 
opposing the tide of history.” The gutter- 
Marxist vocabulary is out of date in 
today’s China, but the Tibet Daily got the 
Chinese regime's attitude right: the Com- 
munists have never believed that the 
Dalai Lama was telling the truth. 

It's because the ultra-combative Com- 
munist mindset makes them see everyone 
they do not contro! as an enemy and a 
plotter. Yet the Dalai Lama was potential- 
ly their greatest ally among the Tibetans, 
for he calculated the odds on Tibetan 
independence long ago and found them 
to be hopeless. So he opted for the next 
best thing: autonomy. 

For decades, he has been offering Bei- 
jing 4 deal. If it respects Tibet's culture and 
Stops trying to drown the historic identity 
of Tibetans under a wave of Han Chinese 
immigrants, he will deliver Tibetans’ loyal- 
ty to China. It has never been clear that he 
could actually do that, but he certainly 
meant to try, because he could see no 
other path that didn’t end in tragedy. 

Unfortunately, the Beijing regime has 
never understood that the Dalai Lama 
Was its best chance of reconciling 
Tibetans to Chinese rule. Instead, it 
defined Tibetan nationalism as an artifi- 
cial phenomenon that was stirred up from 
outside by evil plotters—so the man who 
did most to contain the wilder extremes 
of Tibetan nationalism became, in Bei- 
jing’s view, the arch-plotter. 

For all the sophistication of its views on 
other issues, the Chinese regime lives ina 
Cave when it comes to nationalist move- 
ments among its subject peoples. When 
Violent protests against the presence of so 
many Han immigrants broke out in Lhasa 
and other Tibetan cities last March, Beijing 
reflexively blamed the apostle of non-vio- 
lence, the Dalai Lama. It is leaving itself 
Nobody to negotiate with—but then, it 
doesn’t think it will ever have to negotiate. 

Beijing’s unspoken calculation, based 
on the delusion that Tibetan nationalism 
Is the artificial creation of a hostile reli- 


gious leader backed by malevolent out- 
side forces, is that it just has to stand pat 
and wait for the Dalai Lama to die, He's 
73 now and not in the best of health, so 
that shouldn't take too long—and then 
Tibetan separatism will evaporate as all 
the fraternal Tibetan Patriots are enfolded 
in the bosom of the beloved Chinese 
motherland. 

I'm not exaggerating, you know. That is 
how they think. So it will come as a nasty 
surprise to the Chinese regime when the 
post-Dalai Lama Tibetan leadership opts 
for a violent struggle for full independence, 
and many inside Tibet answer their call. 


THE SIGNS are already visible. Younger, 
more radical Tibetans at the Dharamsala 
summit bowed to the Dalai Lama's wish- 
&S one last time, but the meeting also 
concluded that if China made no effort to 
meet his demands for autonomy, then 
other options, including calls for inde- 
pendence and self-determination, would 
be put forward. 

Nobody talked about violence, but they 
didn't have to. We already saw lots of 
spontaneous anti-Chinese violence in the 
rots last March. Tibetans feel their country 
is vanishing around them as more and 
more Chinese immigrants flow in, and their 
reactions are becoming more extreme. 

This is bad news for Tibetans who 
dream of independence. The only way 
Tibet could ever win its independence 
back is during a transition in China from 
communism to more or less democratic 
rule. That moment may come some day, 
and if it does a brief window of opportu- 
nity may open for Tibetan independence, 
just as it did for the various non-Russian 
republics of the old Soviet Union when 
communism collapsed there in 1991 

But there is a proviso. Chinese people 
would only ever assent to Tibetan inde- 
pendence if they were sure that the coun- 
try was not a threat to them. A guerrilla 
and terrorist campaign that targets ethnic 
Chinese people in Tibet would produce 
the opposite conviction in China, and end 
all hope of Tibetan independence. Yet 
such a campaign may now be only a few 
years away. 

Why is the Chinese regime pushing the 
Tibetans into this disastrous strategy? 
Simple ignorance will suffice as a motive 
for the highest leadership cadre, but sure- 
ly the senior intelligence people in China 
understand the implications of China’s 
stonewalling on Tibetan autonomy. 

Of course they understand, and what 
does that tell you? It tells you that senior 
Chinese intelligence officers realize that 
a Tibet with a violent, ethnically based 
Separatist movement has even less 
chance of achieving independence than a 
peaceful, cooperative Tibet. So they 
advise their relatively naive superiors to 
follow policies that will make the vio- 
lence inevitable. 

Or do you think | am being too cynical? w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly. 
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ARLINGTON COMES DOWN 

More than three years after a fire gut- 
ted the 99-year-old Arlington 
Apartments in downtown Edmonton, 
wrecking crews have finally demol- 
ished the historic building. Owner 
Saraswati Singh allowed the city to 
remove a decorative brick archway 
before demolition of the landmark 
began on November 23. 


FEDS HEADED FOR DEFICIT 
The Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives says the recent economic 
downtum means the federal govern 
ment is headed for deficits that are like- 
ly to be larger than currently anticipated 
The CCPA’s “Alternative Federal 
Budget Economic and Fiscal Update” 
outlines four possible economic sce- 
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narios for Canada, from a slowdown 
to a major recession. In the best- 
case scenario, the think-tank says 
the federal government will post a 
$1 billion surplus in 2008/09, fol- 
lowed by deficits of $7 billion in 
2009/10 and $5.4 billion in 2010/11. 
In the most pessimistic scenario, 
2008/09 sees a $1.4 billion deficit, 
rising to $27.9 billion the following 
year and $46.8 billion in 2010/11 
The report says that the government 
should not hesitate to run a deficit to 
counter the downturn, and recom- 
mends a six-point fiscal stimulus 
package including maintaining cur- 
rent federal spending, strengthening 
the El program and other income sup- 
ports, launching a green infrastructure 
program, creating a green manufac- 


turing fund and preventing home fore- 
closures. 


BANKING ON CLIMATE CHANGE 


A report released November 19 by the 


US-based environmental group 
Rainforest Action Network (RAN) says 
that the five major Canadian banks are 
fuelling global climate change by 
investing heavily in fossil fuel industries. 
The report, entitled “Financing 
Global Warming: Canadian Banks 
and Fossil Fuels,” calculates that 
Canada's five major banks—RBC, 
CIBC, TD Bank, Scotiabank and 
BMO—provided more than $155 bil- 
lion in financing to the fossil fuel 
industry internationally, funding 625 
million tonnes of CO; emissions 
annually, an amount that exceeds 
the total emissions from all 
Canadian energy sources, which in 
2006 totalled 583 million tonnes. 
The full report and a tool to calcu- 
late your bank account's contribution 
is available online at climatefriendly- 
banking.com. 
—SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


WE HAVE A FULL RANGE OF 


TABLES TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS 


FRENZIE 
FRIDAYS 


- 


_ 


Parts of the whole 


WELL, WELL, WELL 


rae 

SS 

5 | CONNIE HOWARD 

= | health@vueweekly.com 


The recently passed bill offering physical- 
ly active Albertans a $500 per-person fit- 
ness tax credit is, while nice on the 
surface, in reality probably nothing more 
than a lot of hype that will in the end 
deliver very little to the average Albertan: 

A credit that applies only to physical 
activities at approved organizations may 
encourage involvement and generate 
business for fitness clubs, but in addition 
to complicating and adding expense to 
tax processing, the whole thing will likely 
put no more than $50 back into the pock- 
ets of Albertans, according to those in the 
know. And it'll definitely do nothing for 
the thousands of Albertans not part of the 
organized-fitness crowd, those who ride 
their bikes to work, walk their kids to 
school, play pond hockey, walk to get 
their groceries, do yoga in the living 
room, run and otherwise stay fit in a mil- 
lion ways that don’t involve club member- 
ship or organized sport or anything else 
that involves a registration fee. 

What would be fair and intelligent 
would be expanding healthcare cover- 
age to buffer some of the costs of things 
like nutritional supplements or acupunc- 
ture or massage for those managing 
chronic disease or staying well naturally 

| can hear it already though—vita- 
mins do nothing to prevent disease, did- 
n't you see the front-page news that 
commonly-used antioxidant vitamins C 
and E don't prevent cancer? Gimme a 
break. It's such a tiny piece of the puzzle 
it’s ridiculous, kind of like saying there's 
No point in putting the right oil in the car, 
it'll run into trouble and break down 
eventually anyhow. 

Maintenance and trouble-shooting 
have always been more complex and 
nuanced than that, and while antioxi- 
dants (in foods and supplements) play a 
vital role, they're only one part of the 
whole. If other key pieces are missing 
the engine will still break down. 

| understand the nature of science 


and the slow one-brick-at-a-time build- 
ing on the body of scientific knowledge 
but research into isolated nutrients and 
conclusions that take into account only 
one or two pieces of the health pic 
ture—a focus that isn’t, in other words, 
holistic—isn’t all that helpful. 

And, much like knowing the therapeu- 
tic potential of a single nutrient misses 
the synergistic effects of nutritional and 
other natural therapies, knowing the toxi 
city of a single chemical misses the inter 
active and total effects of the chemical 
world we live in, which is why Alberta's 
new province-wide weed-and-feed ban is 
long overdue and still falls short. 


THE LINE that 2,4-D products are safe 
when used correctly effectively ignores 
the fact that its effects go way, way, way 
beyond those of immediate exposure to 
the person “properly” applying the prod- 
uct. Lawn products are only one of many 
environmental contaminants, and our 
total exposure is adding up. An estimated 
10 000 to 25 000 Canadians die from 
environmental factors every year (accord- 
ing to research by the U of A’s Stephen 
Genius and Simon Fraser's David Boyd) 
and environmental illnesses cost us $250 
million between 1999 and 2003. 
Approval of products like weed-and- 
feed is heavily based on information pro- 
vided by the industry, an industry that 
would naturally have little interest in 
highlighting epidemiological realities 
like cancers, birth defects and neurologi- 
cal, reproductive and immune disorders 
linked to 2,4-D. Nor would industry want 
to make much of the fact that many 
chemicals, when inhaled, bypass our liv- 
ers and go directly to the brain. Nor 
would it want to highlight the fact that 
rats used for lab research have evolved 
to survive all kind of assaults and pos- 
sess detoxification genes we don't have 
Our poor brains. I'm thinking they ve 
had enough 2,4-D and DDT and lead and 
aluminum and mercury to last many life- 
times, and that these things could explain 
much behind the fact that almost half of 
all hospitalizations, according to a large 
study done at Harvard and the World 
Bank, are due to psychiatric problems. w 
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eg—ahe provincial government has 

_ been under fire inside and out- 
. side the legislature since 
announcing late last week the names 
of the 15-person permanent board of 
Alberta Health Services, the body 
which in May replaced Alberta’s nine 
regional health authority boards in 
overseeing health services delivery in 
the province. Here’s a chronology of 


NOVEMBER 20 Health and Wellness 
Minister Ron Liepert announces eight 
appointments to the Alberta Health 
Services board, selected through an 
executive search, who will join seven 
current interim board members on the 
new permanent board starting 
December 1. 

The appointments are criticized by 
both opposition parties and the advo- 
cacy group Friends of Medicare for 
being stacked with individuals with 
business and corporate backgrounds, 
including insurance, land develop- 
ment and oil and gas companies. They 
also criticize the out-of-provirice 
appointments, with one member from 
Ontario and another from New Jersey. 

NDP leader Brian Mason specifically 
raises questions about the appoint- 
ment of Tony Franceschini, the presi- 
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dent and CEO of Stantec, an engineer- 
ing firm which has ongoing govern- 
ment contracts for numerous health 
facilities in Alberta and Jim Clifford, a 
New Jersey-based healthcare market- 
Ing consultant. Mason says, “The 
Tories couldn't recognize a conflict of 
interest if it smacked them in the face.” 

Only four members of the board 
have healthcare experience, including 
three former regional health authority 
board members and one physician. 

Under questioning by Liberal health 
critic Hugh MacDonald about why no 
public healthcare advocates’ were 
appointed to the board, Liepert 
responds, “Ironically enough, a former 
member, who did not win his seat this 
past spring, who is now involved with 
Friends of Medicare actually applied to 
be on the board, and our search firm 
who did the interviews interviewed 
him and determined that he was not 
among the best candidates.” 


NOVEMBER 21 Friends of Medicare 
Executive Director David Eggen 
demands Liepert apologize for breach- 
ing confidentiality by revealing Eggen 
had failed in his application to the 


bright 
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board, and offer assurances that appli- 
cants to such positions will not be 
publically announced in the future 

“I don't think it’s appropriate that if 
you apply for a government job that 
they put out the applicants that were 
rejected in the public eye,” Eggen told 
Vue. “He spoke right in the house about 
me, saying something implying that 1 
wasn't qualified for the superboard—{ 
think that’s highly debatable—but to 
put that out there sends a bad message 
to people who might apply for govern- 
ment jobs or board jobs. Are they going 
to put your name out in public if you 
don't get the job? That's seriously inap- 
propriate at the very least.” 


NOVEMBER 24 Liepert declines to apolo- 
gize to Eggen, saying, “In this case | 
did not identify the applicant by name, 
and I have to say that 1 am somewhat 
surprised about the suggestion that his 
application was confidential.” 

Liepert says he was aware of 
Eggen’s intention to run based on a 
conversation the two had in June 
which was not confidential 

Alberta Health and Weliness says 
the identities of applicants are not pro- 
tected by a confidentiality clause, but 
refuses media requests to release the 
names of other applicants. 


During question period Liberal 
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perboard appointments draw fire 


ernment slammed on bias, confidentiality, conflict of interest 


health critic Hugh MacDonald ques- 
tions the choice of Brent Shervey, 
managing director for Boyden Global 
Executive Search, to head up the 
search for board members, citing a 
conflict of interest; Shervey was 
Liepert’s campaign manager and also 
worked on Jim Dinning’s bid for the 
Conservative leadership 

Liepert defends Shervey, saying his 
firm was selected through a standard 
request for proposals process 


NOVEMBER 25 During question period 
Liberal Leader Kevin Taft calls on the 
government to suspend the Alberta 
Health Services Board appointments 
until it enacts a comprehensive con- 
flict-of-interest policy, saying it is inap- 
propriate for the president and CEO of 
Stantec to sit on the board. Taft points 
out the provincial Ethics Commissioner 
has previously ruled senior elected offi- 
cials cannot hold shares in Stantec 
because the company “has consider- 
able interests in Alberta and significant 
involvement in public works.” 


Liepert disagrees that a conflict of 


interest exists, but says, “i'd be happy 
to have the Ethics Commissioner look 
at all of the board members and meet 
with the members of the Alberta 
Health Services Board if it will satisfy 
the member.” vw 
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INFINITE LIVES 


DARREN ZENKD 
infinitelives@vueweekly.com 


You'll please pardon a little fuzzy-headed- 
ness this week; I'm running on what 


_ amounts to two hours of sleep, and that 
_ sleep marked by dreams so vivid and 


involving it might as well be wakefulness. 
Dreams of shifting platforms, flickering 
menus, pistons, gears, pulleys and explo- 
sives, and the constant cycle like a fever- 
vision: fuckup, undo; fuckup, undo; 
fuckup, undo. Welcome to the late-nite 
madness of LittleBigPlanet authorship. 
Now, making stuff with LittleBigPlanets 
creation tools is easy. Knocking together, 
say, a functional fire-breathing dragon— 
or, perhaps more amusingly and certainly 
more demographically likely, a giant dick 


er. com 


"SIX DAYS LAY I BROKEN, 
LIFE EBBING, W) THE 
CHASM OBSIDIAN WHERE 

YOU THREW ME Dow,’ 


BUT WHENCE CAME 
THIS VISION? 


(ook! ITS ANORGAL SLIM, 
ASTROPHYSICIST! 


on tank treads launching electrified 
sperms—is the work of a couple minutes. 
Making an actual entire level, a level more 
sophisticated than the thousands of worth- 
less “steep hill with ramp” stages clogging 
up the LP servers, is more arduous. When 
my first opus, a cutesy adventure featuring 
a ride on an owl and a mission to aid a 
group of deer-worshipping cultists, got 
vaporized by the close of the pre-release 
beta period, my heart kind of went out of 
it; | was content just to meander through 
the work of others. Yesterday, though, | 
was inspired to rejoin my worldwide 
brethren and sistren and get back into the 
wonder, joy and toil of creation. 

Creation ... otherwise known as “intel- 
lectual property infringement.” Unless you 
move in certain subcultural online circles 
you may not have heard the howls, but 
they have been loud and echoing in the 
hidden chambers: LittleBigPlanet publish- 


“BOT OW THE SEVENTH PAY 
T WAS VOUCHSAFED A VISION 
OF UNPRECEDENTED PICTURE 
CLARITY ANP SOUND,” 


er/developers Sony/Media Molecule have 
been perceived as being hard and merci- 
less in their moderation (ie deletion) of 
LBP \evels featuring famous properties. 
Unfortunately, this means a Pac-Man- 
shaped portion of the LBP pie is living on 
borrowed time; 70 per cent of the “com- 
munity content"—and almost all of the 
best stuff—has been themed on Batman, 
God of War, Shadow of the Colossus, 
Grand Theft Auto, Sex and the City (?!) or 
some other familiar touchstone. This is 
natural and wholly predictable behaviour 
for early adopting nerds, and its censure 
pisses them right off. In old-school fuck- 
you solidarity, | abandoned my original IP. 
the deer-cult-owl thing, and set to work 
on a stage based on the original-series 
Star Trek episode “Arena”—the one 
where Kirk fights a lizard man. 

Sleeves rolled up and elbows-deep into 
the toolkit, and the depth of possibility LBP 
makes available becomes more apparent as 
every new idea becomes quick reality, even 
(or maybe especially) when doing the broad 
strokes. Hang a big black rectangle, spangle 
it with stars and a moon or two, and bam: 


"THUS WAS I RETURNED. 
OF A Néw GOSPéL,"” 


space ... the final frontier. A few swipes 
with some grayish-white material, and 
there's a recognizable Enterprise. 


AH, BUT ... God's in creation, and the 
Devil's in the details. Two hours of tinkering 
to get the turbolifts a) working and b) not 
crushing the player against a bulkhead. 
Another two or three puzzling over how to 
create a beam-down effect before just say- 
ing fuck it and letting gravity (and a trans- 
parent tube) handle the problem. Tinkering 
with the Gom character ‘til 3 am, first fuss- 
ing over the motion of its limbs (there's a 
fine line between threatening and spastic) 
then fine-tuning the aim on the deadly 
boulders he’s chucking. Agonizing over 
spring-loaded death-contraption where Kirk 
has to zipline over some flaming spikes— 
it’s not canon, but no LBP level can be 
called complete without flaming spikes. 
Now to model Kirk’s improvised musket. 
And that's just the mechanical stuff. 
What really traps you is the set decoration, 
the need to get everything exactly right. 
The only way to stay sane is to stop 
fighting for fidelity and let yourself roll 


with L8Ps lo-fi arts-n-crafts aesthetic— 
suggest, rather than simulate. A 
viewscreen? Here's a sticker that looks 
kind of like a TV; slap it up on the wall and 
move on. Players will get it. Here’s the 
power and glory of theming your level on 
an established pop-cult property: ready- 
made context. Build a big, urban level with 


Jots of ziplines and pulleys and big black 


hotrod ... fine. Begin that exact same level 
with a tuxedoed gingerbread man saying 
“Good evening, Master Bruce!” and sud- 
denly those clankity traverses become Bat- 
Ropes, that car becomes the Batmobile, a 
narrative is in play, ‘ 

| think Sony/MM will relent on their IP- 
infringement crackdown; | think they'll have 
to. Their core audience—which in the case 
of a crowdsourced-content like LBP is also 
their core creative team—are bred-in-the 
bone fanboys, and those folks won't play (or 
make) ball if their work's a moderator's click 
away from becoming electron dust because 
it has a picture of Mega Man in it. Mean- 
while, look for “Sack Trek: Arena” coming 
soon to a planet near you ... just as soon as 
| get those goddamned boulders right ... w 
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Hey, fellow Oiler fans! Did you enjoy the 
short break from the Oiler rollercoaster? 
Did you say hello to your friends and fami- 
ly? The Oilers last played November 20 at 
Rexall against the defending champs from 
Motown. They lost 4-3. Don't let that score 
fool you; the game was not that close. 
We're 20 of 82 games in and the Oilers are 
doing OK. But OK isn’t good enough, is it? 
Not for this bunch of crazy Coach-firing, 
player-criticizing, strategy-questioning 
fanatics. Not us. We're looking at you. 


MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING With not a 
lot happening in Oiler-land over the last 
week, | haven't really thought much about 
hockey. | am, however, starting to get 
excited about the upcoming World Junior 
championship over the holidays. Thinking 
about this, | started wondering if | could 
find any evident trends in the NHL this 
season in regards to nationality. 

The first, and most obvious stat, is scoring 
leaders. Two Russians top that list. Not sur- 
prising: Canadians, however, make up four of 
the top five in assists and plus/minus: Before 
you get excited about that, though, be aware 
that seven of the worst eight plus/minus rat- 
ings in the NHL also belong to Canadians. 
We can also boast nine of the top 10 skaters 
at the top of the penalty minutes list so far 
this season. One exception: Canadian-born 
Oiler Marc Pouliot has yet to get a single 
penalty minute in over 20 games. 

Canadian players seem to be dependable, 
too. They make up nine out of the top 10 
players in the league who play the most min- 
utes every night. As well, all 10 of those 
players are defencemen, with three of them 
playing in Anaheim. Oddly enough, five of 
the six players who play the least amount of 
minutes per game are also Canadian and are 
all left wingers (and somewhat goon-ish). 

Physically, three of the six tallest play- 
ers are all Slovaks. Three of the six short- 


est are Americans, as are the two light- 
est. The two heaviest players in the 
league? They're Canadian. 

As far as age, the old guard is still well 
represented, but dwindling, with nine 
active players who were born in the 
1960s. Five players who were born in 
1990 also entered the league this season. 

Useless trivia? Surely. We're sports 
fans. We eat that shit up. TB 


MORE ADO ABOUT NOTHING Following 
TB’s lead, | gathered some Oiler-related 
stats and milestones. 

So far, the Oilers have won every Sun- 
day game (3-0) with wins against Colorado, 
Philly and Jersey. Dustin Penner has only 
scored four goals over three games this 
year. Iwo of them were in these Sunday 
games. If Penner scores, the Oilers win 
Maybe he should score more. (I know, 
MacT is working on it.) Friday is also a 
good night with one win and no Friday 
losses. That game was a win over Calgary 
so to some fans (me) that's worth extra. 

Thursday sucks! The Oilers have lost 
all five Thursday games so far. 

At the 20-game mark, only three Oiler 
forwards were rated +1 or higher in the 
plus/minus rating. Shawn Horcoff is a +2, 
Liam Reddox and Ethan Moreau are at +1 
and Dustin Penner leads forwards {and the 
team) with a +7 rating. Bobby Nilsson is at 
the bottom with -5. The Oilers sit with the 
11th best powerplay by percentage (20.0 
per cent) in the league, yet are near the 
bottom of the list (25th place) with only 85 
powerplay opportunities. The team also 
has exactly the same PP% at home and.on 
the road. Consistent. DY 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 

“April Fool!”: 1) What you would assume is 
the correct response after reading that super- 
pest Claude Lemieux is attempting an NHL 
comeback with San Jose's farm team, except 
this is true. Lemieux is 43. 2) What you 
would also assume is the correct response 
when you see Laddy Smid, Tim Sestito and 


- Liam Reddox playing on a forward line for 


the Oilers, except this too is true. w 
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Don’t panic: 
perogies still available 


SHARON YEO / sharon@vueweekly.com 


en Bacon closed abruptly 
i in early September, many 
people were shocked. The 


charming eatery, tucked away in 
Highlands, had been open for over a 
year, and had received rave reviews 
from the media and community alike 
for their focus on locally sourced, sea- 
sonal ingredients. Not long after, it 
surfaced that Cindy Lazarenko had 
bought out partner Julianna Mimande, 
and would be launching a second 
Culina in that location, based partly 
on her brother Brad's successful ven- 
ture in Mill Creek. 

Online speculation about the rea- 
sons behind the buyout was rampant 
and misinformed. “I think what I’ve 
read on different blogs and stuff ‘Oh, 
Bacon closed, Bacon went under,"” 
Says Lazarenko, “But it was a suc- 
cessful restaurant ... right up until the 
day it closed.” 

What led to the end of their partner- 
-ship is, difficult for Lazarenko to dis- 
cuss. She is extremely careful with her 
words, wanting to be fair and respect- 
ful towards her former associate. “We 
decided We were doing two different 
things,” Lazarenko admits. “And so we 
basically had a partnership agree- 
ment—the way that works is that there 
is a choice to be made—you either buy 
the partner out or be bought out, and 
Julianna chose to be bought out.” 

Lazarenko stressés that her collab- 
oration with Culina had been in the 
works for some time. “My husband re- 
did the three apartments above Culina 
[Mill Creek],” she relays. “He trans- 
formed that into a catering space, so 
that was what I was going to do if | 
didn’t end up here.” 

A 20-year veteran of the Edmonton 
restaurant industry, it seems some- 
what inevitable that Lazarenko, a 
married mother of two young chil- 
dren, would eventually branch out on 
her own. Having been a part of the 
Openings of several stalwart Edmon- 
ton establishments, including Hard- 
Ware Grill and the now-defunct II 
Portico, she has intimate knowledge 
of what local consumers are looking 
for when dining out. F 

Although the majority of her work 
©xperience has been in front-of-house 
and management (and a three-year 
Stint in catering), Lazarenko has been 
cooking since she was 10 years old; 
she’s self-taught and proud of it. “I 
love being in the kitchen,” she con- 
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fesses. “Just running a kitchen comes 
naturally. That’s where I want to be.” 

With her experience in restaurant 
launches, it’s no surprise that Culina 
Highlands had a remarkable turn- 
around time. The space that was for- 
merly Bacon reopened on October 3 
with a different décor and a new 
menu. “We decided that Bacon was 
always sort of Julianna’s, so I didn’t 
really feel comfortable running it as 
Bacon,” Lazarenko acknowledges. At 
the same time, she wanted to keep 
the restaurant linked to its history. “I 
didn’t want people to be like one day 
it’s Bacon, and the next day it’s some- 
thing completely different. | wanted 
people to know that I'm still involved 
with Bacon, and I’m Brad's sister. | 
wanted some kind of connection and 
familiarity.” 


ASSOCIATING WITH culina Mill Creek 
also made financial sense, as it 
streamlined marketing and design 
needs. But Lazarenko asserts that 
Culina Highlands has its own identity. 

“I don’t think that people go to Culi- 
na Mill Creek and come here and feel 
like they're having the same experi- 
ence or that they're in a chain restau- 
rant,” she says. While there are some 
“ethnic comfort food” similarities, and 
a few of the same dishes, because of 
the surrounding community, this loca- 
tion focuses on food of Ukrainian and 
Easter European heritage. 


SYPHAY / 16 


Borscht, pyrohy and naleshniki (a 
type of crepe), all traditional dishes that 
Lazarenko grew up with, can be found 
on the menu. A recipe for a Ukrainian 
version of stuffing, nachynka, “comes 
from a cookbook that has been in the 
family for 40 years,” she shares 

Over the summer, it became appar- 
ent to Lazarenko that there was anoth- 
er reason, besides catering to the 
neighbourhood, for her to look to her 
roots for guidance in the kitchen. Dur. 
ing a party her parents had thrown to 
celebrate their 50th anniversary, she 
was overcome by “this really strong 
feeling when they all brought over 
their special dishes and Ukrainian food 
and cabbage rolls,” she remembers. "It 
just made me think, ‘When they're not 
doing that, who's going to do it?’ | 
decided that’s what I need to do—in 
my way, keep it going.” 

If early signs are any indication, 
Lazarenko’s vision to carry on her 
family’s traditions will be a successful 
one. She also has big plans for the 
future—lunch, when they're ready; 
weekly prix fixe specials in the 
spring/summer when the menu 
changes to reflect the season; and an 
expansion of Culina’s to-go options. 
Having initiated Culina’s popular 
frozen-and-reheat TV Dinners, she 
wants to make meal time as easy as 
possible for busy families. “If they're 
not willing to cook then | want to 
cook for them,” she laughs. 

Whatever forms her endeavour 
takes, Lazarenko’s passion for good 
food and ardent love of family have 


manifested themselves in the warm — 


and comfortable restaurant, with its 
best days yet to come. v 
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Syphay satisfies 


JAM HOSTYM / jan@vueweekly.com 
is city is going to make me fat. 
Not because it’s so impossibly 
spread out that I have to hop in 
my car to get anywhere, nor because 
we spend the bulk of our months so 
hopelessly bundled up that simply mov- 
ing is hard enough, let alone trying to 
accomplish anything resembling exer- 
cise—although those certainly don’t 
help. It’s because, lately, I've been dis- 
covering way too many wonderful 
restaurants, unique little eateries owned 
by real people who serve copious 
amounts of amazing and delicious food. 
I know | could try to behave and 
show a little judicious restraint. | 
could simply stop eating when my 
brain says, “Okay, your calorie quo- 
tient has now been reached. Stop eat- 
ing,” but my stomach always counters 
with, “More, please!” I do try to stop, 
but when my brain and my stomach 
launch into these heated discussions, 
my stomach always wins. Always. 
Anyway, the newest addition to my 
ever-expanding list of “wow” restau- 
rants is Syphay Thai & Lao Cuisine. 
You've probably driven past it a mil- 
lion times, It sits smack dab on Cal- 
gary Trail South—or is it Gateway 
Boulevard? Wherever, it’s right next to 
the perennially popular Tropika. 
It’s in this little rundown-looking 
house that comes complete with a 
cracked front window and desolate- 
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looking patio. From the outside it 
looks as if it could serve as a prop ina 
Halloween horror flick, but the Satur- 
day night my husband and I decided 
to check it out—once we dared to 
open the door—we found the inside 
was anything but. 

At first glance, I was taken aback by 
how tiny it was. A handful of tables 
greeted us, all of them occupied but 
one. There was a tiny counter at the 
back, a tiny drink cooler and a tiny cur- 
tain covering a tiny door, leading into 
what | imagined to be a tiny kitchen. 
When the waitress grabbed a couple of 
menus and steered us into an equally 
busy adjacent room, however, it was- 
n‘t so tiny anymore. Maybe that’s why 
it looked so much bigger from the out- 
side—because it was. 

The décor could only be described 
as brown: brown walls, brown ceil- 
ings, brown doors, brown rugs, brown 
menus and brown bamboo-ish blinds. 
Only the tablecloths—red and green 
creations with bright gold elephants 
marching all over them—added a few 
flashes of colour. A few more brown- 
ish elephants adorning the walls com- 
pleted the dreary effect. 


WE OPENED OUR menus and began 
inspecting. | would rather have 
inspected other diners’ dinners first 
but, due to bad timing, all the tables 
within peering distance were either 
about to order or about to pay: no 
food in sight. We certainly had ample 
time to inspect—taking the order for a 
demanding table of 14 kept our wait- 
ress justifiably busy. 

When she did grace us with her 
pleasant smile, we already knew 
exactly what we wanted: Salad Rolls 
($8.50), Beef Pad-Ped Tapaow 
($11.95), Spicy Stir Fried Chicken with 
Mixed Vegetables ($11.95) and 
steamed rice ($2.50 a serving). And 
since we needed some cold beer to 
help manage the spice, we ordered a 
Tiger beer from Singapore ($4.95) and 


a King Fisher ($4.95) from India—and 
two glasses of water. 

The wait for the salad rolls wasn’t 
long but it seemed excruciating, cour- 
tesy of the couple just behind us who 
mistakenly thought playing Yahtzee on 
a glass tabletop in a small space was a 
good idea. If the salad rolls hadn’t 
arrived when they did, those dice might 
not have lived to play another game. 

But arrive they did, in grand style 
on a pretty blue-and-white plate. 
Stuffed full of the usual plump shrimp, 
lettuce, carrots, cucumber and vermi- 
celli noodles, this version had mint 
instead of cilantro or Thai basil. Even 
with the creamy peanut sauce, they 
seemed somewhat subdued com- 
pared to others I've had. 

The beef and chicken dishes 
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arrived in even grander style. Present- 
ed in lovely pedestal dishes, with 
shiny gold cutlery on the side, I would 
have felt like royalty if the surround- 
ings had been a bit more elaborate. A 
single bite convinced me that they 
were certainly worthy of royalty. 

Both had copious quantities of 
fresh and crisp broccoli, carrots, sugar 
snap peas, green and red peppers and 
onions and both had light but flavour- 
ful sauces—not the thick and cloying 
variety. But the Beef Pad-Ped Tapaow 
also had fresh basil, jalapenos (com- 
plete with the wickedly fiery seeds) 
and a hot basil sauce. My mouth burst 
into flames that refused to be doused 
by any amount of rice, beer or water. 
My husband, eyes watering and nose 
running, was in heaven. 

The Spicy Chicken wasn’t nearly as 
hot, but I found it positively addictive. 
Impossibly tender strips of chicken and 
little cobs of baby corn were mixed with 
all the other veggies in a lovely but man- 
ageably spicy sauce. | can see myself 
suddenly and urgently craving this. 

We did show some restratnt—we 
left with a nice little package of left- 
overs, but we probably should have 
left with more. I bet if you wander 
into this nondescript little eatery, your 
stomach and brain will launch into 
their very own little battle. w 
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There's been a bottle of Galliano lingering at 
the back of my parents’ liquor cabinet for 
years. The lovely canary-yellow liqueur is 
barely used, as no one knows what to do 
with it. | suspect that this is a common prob- 
jem. However, this elegant liqueur is unjustly 
neglected, as it is delicious, versatile and 
interesting. Its sweetness and warmth also 
make ita great liqueur for the holiday season. 

Galliano was created in 1896 by the Ital- 
jan distiller Arturo Vaccari. Vaccari created 
the liqueur as an ode to the Gold Rush, 
which is why Galliano is coloured yellow. He 
flavoured his liqueur with tastes that would 
remind Italian prospectors of home— 
flavours like anise, citrus and mint. Then he 
spiked it with adventure in the form of exotic 
spices like cinnamon and ginger, and named 
it after another adventurer, war hero Mag- 
giore Galliano. He wrapped it up with a good 
dose of vanilla, the first scent that hits your 
nose when you take a whiff of the liqueur. 

Galliano is most famous for its presence 
in the Harvey Wallbanger, a drink that is 
essentially a vodka screwdriver with some 
Galliano floated on top. In my opinion, only 
Galliano could make such a dull drink 
palatable, but it has inspired a raft of other 
cocktails. If you hear a cocktail name with 
“wall” or “banger” in it, you can be sure 
the bartender’s adding some interest with 
Galliano. In fact, there was a time that you 
could ask a bartender to add a touch to 
any of your drinks by telling them to “take 
it to the wall.” This is still a nice way to 
enjoy the liqueur, but if it's the only way 
you ve tasted it, it's time to branch out. 

A good way to get familiar with Gal- 
iano Is to treat it like a digestif, sipping it 
over ice after dinner. When you drink it 
this way, you'll get past its dominant 
vanilla-anise flavours and be able to 
appreciate its more subtle lavender, citrus 
and herbal undertones. Once you've got- 
ten used to the taste, try mixing it up into 
cocktails that feature Galliano as a main 


Mt just for 70s orgies 


feature instead of just a grace note. 

The Silver Mist balances Galliano’s sweet 
with dryness in the form of gin, then adds 
another balance of sour lemon and sweet 
maple syrup. If you're feeling adventurous, 
try the raw-egg cocktail Galaxy, which tastes 
like @ grown-up orange julius. If you don’t 
want to fiddle with shakers, try mixing Gal- 
liano into tonic or lemon-lime soda. 

Try out the recipes offered here and use up 
your old bottle of Galliano. You might find you 
like it so much that you need to buy a whole 
new bottle. If you do, it won't linger this time. w 


GALAXY 

Egg white cocktails are all the rage, but 
if you're concemed about raw egg, you 
could try pasteurized egg whites in a 
carton, or go without. The drink won't 
be frothy, but it'll still be tasty. If you 
decide to go with eggs, use the freshest 
you can find, and exercise due caution. 


11/2 02 Galliano 
1/2 oz Triple Sec 
3 02 orange juice 
1 egg white 


Shake all ingredients together with ice 
in a cocktail shaker. Shake as hard as 
you can. The shaker will get so cold it's 
hard to hold, but you want to get a good 
froth. Pour into a glass without straining 
the ice. If you like, you can garnish with 
a slice of orange. 


SILVER DAWN 

There's a lot of lemon in this drink, 
but it isn't sour because of the maple 
syrup. If you find it too sweet, try 
pulling back slightly on the syrup. 


1 07 Galliano 

Tozgin 

1 oz fresh lemon juice 
3/4 oz maple syrup 


Shake all ingredients with ice in a 
cocktail shaker. Strain into a cocktail 
glass and serve. 


Fabulous Dining... 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break 
fasi, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other local 


fare. 
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1.866.378.8866 
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Put the fiNiShing 
touch on Christmas 


BUY $50 WORTH OF MOXIE'S GIFT CARDS & RECEIVE A 
85 GIFT CARD FREE’! 


MOXIE'S 


*Special offer ends Dec. 31/08. 


Moxie’s Gift Cards can be purchased ot moxles.com 


170th Street * 780 484 2040 


Calgary Trail » 780 430 470) 


Kingsway Garden Mall » 780 944 0232 


Your tends, family & coworkers already know what they want 


* Satisty thei cravings with a Moxie’s Gift Card 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 
GRILL 


South Edmonton Common * 780 468 3098 


St. Albert Trail « 780 488 8492 


West Edmonton Mall * 780 484 6669 


Caye Caulker’s cake men 


SHARMAN HNATIUK / sharman@vueweekly.com 

© far a snow-free autumn in Edmonton 
S" been a treat, but the recent flurries 

and freezing rain means that old man 
winter is coming and he’s here to stay. Gone are 
the sunny days on restaurant patios eating sum- 
mer salads and sipping mojitos. I was ready to 
accept the winter culinary scene until some bas- 
tard in my neighbourhood decided to barbeque. 
The aroma of steak filled the cold, crisp air mak- 
ing me yearn for warmer weather and grilled 
meat. There was no way I was going to freeze 
my ass off in the backyard with a flipper in hand 
in order to satisfy my urges. The answer to such 
a dilemma can only mean vacation time. 

As a travel junkie 1 am always eager to go to 
new places, and | would like to share with you a 
treasure from one of my latest travels. Belize is 
one of the wealthiest countries in Central Amer- 
ica, with a large English-speaking population, 
lovely beaches and some very tasty food. It may 
be more expensive than some of its neighbour- 
ing countries, but in my opinion the place is still 
a bargain. While most vacationers are still head- 
ing to a beach resort on the Mexican Mayan 
Riviera, the sleepy island I hit in Belize shares 
the same ocean, but without all the tourists. 

While we were officially backpacking, my 
friend and I decided to walk past the only hostel 
on Caye Caulker and upgrade to a lovely 
beachfront second level cabana on the north 
side of the island for $50 a night. Our first hour 
on the island introduced us to the hot wake- 
board teachers next door and to a late after- 
noon tradition: the cake man. The cake man is a 
good man to know on Caulker as he does his 
rounds of the beach and hammock area in the 
late afternoon right before the sun sets. He sells 
some delicious baked goods including banana 
cake, carrot cake and lime cake, all covered 
with icing and packaged individually for both 
locals and tourists. With a fixed exchange rate 
of two Belize dollars to the American dollar, our 
first of many cakes cost us about $1.50 each. 

The main section of Caye Caulker is only four 
streets wide and maybe a kilometre long but is 
filled with a number of dinner options both 
indoor and outdoor. We tried the restaurant 
thing, which was lovely, but my favourite meal 
with ambiance was at one of the many BBQ 
shacks that set up every night along the beach. 
Because there were six in our group, we settled 
on Fran's picnic tables because she offered that 
evening's best menu for the price. For $15 Belize 
I got a rum punch to start, a combination of BBQ 
chicken and barracuda fillet, mashed potatoes 
and garlic bread for dinner and a piece of choco- 
late cake for desert. For $8 Canadian it was one 
of many good culinary deals on the island. 

A close second to the beach hut option was a 
local place we were encouraged to try called 


CAYE CAULKER 
BALE 
GOUAYECAULYERCOM 


TRAVEL 


Syd's. Two blocks off the main drag but offering 
a secluded garden patio we had the fried chick. 
en with rice and beans and coleslaw more thar 
once during our ten days on Caulker, The relax 
ing atmosphere, the amazing food, and all for 
$4 was a deal that kept us coming back and 
sharing the secret with other travellers we me 
during our stay, 


THE ONE SNAG we ran into was when the cak 


man stopped coming by. After some relentles 
prodding from one of the confectionary shop 
that sold his treats we found out that the cake 
man had gone on a bender and wasn’t making 
cakes for a few days. Thank goodness the next 
day when I was reading/creeping on the hot 
wakeboarders, a man with a bell distracted me 
Think Dickie Dee man, except he was selling 
meat pies and cake. The meat pies were decent 
but it was the caramel cake and pineapple 
upside down cake that had me in love with this 
chubby man. My friend and | tried a piece o/ 
each and on his next ride around the island we 
bought a few more. Our new cake man 
described how his wife made the upside down 
cake and I knew that the copious amounts of 
butter he described in the recipe had to have 
something to do with why it tasted so good 
Butter and bikinis don’t go well together but we 
couldn't stop buying his goodies. 

Ten days on the island and we had a happ) 
schedule. First thing in the morning we would 
walk to the bakery for a 50 cent cinnamon bun 
By noon we would take a siesta with a frozen 
fruit drink in a hammock in the shade of the 
palm trees. Dinner was chicken or fish with a 
side of the local flavour of rice and stew beans 
It was a happy vacation and much more relax- 
ing and tasty than a resort in Mexico could have 
been for me. 

For those of you not thrilled by my tales o! 
barracuda on the beach there is an expat from 
Toronto who has started up a Canadian pub 
serving all the burgers and pizza you wan! 
while watching NHL games in Central America 
I didn't have guacamole the whole time I was 
there, but the Creole and Mestizo cuisine 
including some of the best cakes I have eve! 
had in my life, kept us happy we landed on this 
sleepy island off the coast of Belize. Smoking 
hot weather, crystal clear waters, and cake, 
what more could you ask for? If you make it to 
Caulker, bring a piece of pineapple upside down 
cake back for me, or at least find the cake man’s 
wife and bring home the recipe. w 
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This wine is the embodiment of unique 
human abilities to overcome tremendous 
adversities. The story of this wine is as 
inspirational as any | have heard. South 
Africa’s Sonop Wine Farms is 
operated by Jacques Ger- 
manier and owned by 
him too, sort of. In 
1999, Mr 
Ger- 
manier 4 
elected 
to offer 
a por- 
tion of the 
land to his 


workers in an effort to give them a 
chance to build both stable businesses 
and families. The fruit from these acres is 
still used by the collective and offered 
under the Winds of Change brand. 
Because of the source of the grapes 
and the farming techniques, 
the wine is certified as 
both organic and 
fair trade. - 
Again, 


with such a checkered past. 
Too bad this wine is substandard. 


tus in the 


both 
incredibly 
noble achieve- 
ments from a country 


When first opened, this light-coloured 
wine looks like watered-down apple 
juice and has a simplistic 


yet clean nose. It offers ‘N 
- = 


just a hint of cit- 
odours. 


At first 
9 taste, the wine is 
listless and weak with 
. little structure to speak of. - 
OF After a short time, it rounds 
out a bit to offer better body, 
but it still lacks any real 
flavours. | had trouble defining 

any real fruit in the taste. | found it 
to be obtrusive in the back of the palate 
and not particularly enjoyable to drink. 

Sad to hear that wine with such 
benevolent history has to be so bad. 
| expect many will buy it once for 
the positive feeling of contributing 
to a better world. | suspect few will 
buy it again. w 
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| BEST BANG FOR THE BUCK 


DeVine Wines will be holding two 
sessions this year to showcase the 
best wines in the $15 - $22 price 
range. The first, which is already sold 
if on Tue, Dec 2 at 7 pm and 


MEET SANTA, FOR REAL 


anyone under 2. Look, that is a small 
price to pay for direct access to the 
world's most. pow- 


OK, seriously, I'm 
Not even joking. 
You can have 
breakfast with 
Santa at the 
Festival of Trees. 
And even though 
he's pretty freaking 
busy this time of 
year, you'll have 
two opportunities. 
Either Sat, Nov 29 
or Sun, Nov 30 at 
8:30 am, Santa will 
be attending 
breakfast at the 
Shaw Conference 
Centre. The cost is $13 for adults, $7 for 
children from 2 - 12 years, and free for 


erful man at a 
crunch time such 
as this. With the 
world's financial 
markets in peril 
and a recession on 
the way, this is the 
year to make sure 
you-get what. you 
ask for. v 


Dish Weekly spilld 
the beans on culi- 
fary events in 
Edmonton. Have 
an event our city's 
gourmands should 
know about? Just eemail dish@vue- 
weekly.com 


LANGANO SKIES 


Vegetarian an 


Plus check out the 


restaurant 


a Vegan Choices 
Every Day! 


awesome 


tions 
Vegetarian Vi aa 


Buffet 
of Each Month! 


Voted Edmonton's best African restaurant 


9920-82 Ave 


langanoskies.com 


432-3334 
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ellar 


e 
aa FINE WINES & ACCESSORIES 
e 


CANADA'S FIRST 
& FOREMOST 
INDEPENDENT 
WINE MERCHANT 


ALBERTA'S LARGEST SELECTION oF 


BORDEAUX, BURGUNDY, 
PREMIUM ITALIAN AND RARE 
CALIFORNIA WINES 
WWW.THEWINECELLAR.AB.CA 
WCELLARG@TELUSPLANET.NET 


SERVING EDMONTON SINCE 1965 
12421 = 102 AVE. EOMONTON TSN Om2 


(780) 488-9463 


10511-82 Ave 
780.436.0556 
reservations 


recommended 


a dadia 


WAN Thi OGK! Citrine £ COUNTA BAR 


Oxigi 


Daily lunch & dinner buffet 


HOURS OF OPERATION. 
SUN-THU 11:30am-11pm 
FRI &SAT 11:30am-2am 


Exclusive wine & beer menu | 
HAPPY HOURS: to compliment our fine food 
DAILY 4-6pm | take out menu available 
EXOTIC INDIAN HORS D'OERUVRES 


The Druid & 


O’Byrnes 
are looking for 


energetic 
outgoing - 
kitchen Staff 


ire i 


4-6765 1 
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é 
+ : 


Trim the tree and your 
bill with a $15 plan. 


And with 
Koodo Mobile: 


You Pay No System 
Access Fee 


No Fixed-Term Contract 
All Plans Include Text 
Per-Second Billing 


k9odomobile.com 
sit} 


KOOC0O 


mobile~ 
Good call 
Zhe Koodo poate 
| a. Weest Exinonton Rail 
LONDON WAL-MART 
DRUGS — 


gesr >> FUTURE SHOP 
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(ODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
can spot them here and 
there on the hill, especially in 
B freeride parks. One rider up top 
J ” while another stands 
aes the jump, knees dug 
into the snow to capture the right 
angle. The rest of the crew is scat- 
tered about the set scouting lines and 
messing with gear. 

You can imagine them later, 
sprawled about the family rec room, 
guffawing at the bails and high-fiving 
the sails. But the “family rec room” 
takes on a whole different stick of 
wax with networking and share sites 
like Facebook and YouTube. When it 
comes to freeride films, it seems like 
everyone is vying to be the next War- 
ren Miller or one of the many athletes 
that populate his films. 

Sure as Warren Miller won't be the 
last of his ilk, he also wasn't the first. 
Ten years before he started to show 
his films in public for money during 
the 1949 - 1950 ski season, there was 
American John Jay with his 1939 Skis 
Over Skoki, and before him was Ger- 
man Arnold Fanck with his 1920s’ 
films starring Hannes Schneider. With 
location filming still in its infancy at 
the time, Fanck was, in fact, the first 
person to bring a 35-mm movie cam- 
€ra into the mountains. 

One of the things that these men 
have in common with the budding 
filmmakers of today, though, is a 
sense of exhibitionism. You could say 
that Jay shot his first ski footage to 
appease his upperclass parents of the 


~, 
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safety of skiing. But the screening of 
the film was more of an event. For an 
audience of friends and family, he 


narrated the film to the sounds of 


“The Skater’s Waltz” played on the 
family's phonograph. 

A decade later, Miller, the consum- 
mate showman, would present his 


" films of skiing and surfing to friends, 


delivering witty narration to cover up 
his then novice filmmaking style. 

Many of today’s freeriding filmmak- 
ers study the latest Warren Miller 
Enterprises offering to see what has 
made the company such a success. 
Although Miller himself is not very 
involved in the making of the films 
these days, there is still very much a 
formula that can be leamed from. 

“They’re the ones that kind of 
showed everyone that it can be done, 
and basically how to do it,” Mikey 
Witlox says. “If it wasn’t for them, 
somebody else probably would have 
done it, but they did such a good job, 
you know, and had such a good 
theme —the way he put it to music 
and stuff like that really inspired 
everyone, because all movies now are 
basically music videos with snow- 
boarding in the background.” 

Witlox helped with filming, and snow- 
boarded in, Matt and Tommy Westlock’s 
Cold Lampin and Flat Light, and is cur- 
rently working on a third film. Although 
still relatively new to the biz , he already 
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has a handle on what makes for a suc- 
cessful venture—making something new 
Every year, It’s a sentiment echoed by 
Cody Carter, production manager for 
Poor Boyz Productions (a 13-year-old 
company that has produced films like Ski 
Porn and this year's Reasons.) 

“What we did this year with Rea- 
sons is that we completely changed 
our mould of typical ski movies,” 
Carter explains. “Rather than just 
doing the three-minute individual 


segment on athletes and then set it to 
music, we took a more intimate look 
beyond it, into the reasons why they 
do what they do, and showcased that 
with non-contrived interviews. Basi 
cally we had the room miked or in dif- 
ferent places where they'd talk about 
it but it wouldn't be scripted 

“That kind of changed things for us, 
from the last 14 years. Change is 
always going to make big waves 
Many people at first say, ‘I hate it!” he 


pay mee 
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_" 


AND SKI FREE DAY OF ARRIVAL 
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adds. “But people are starting to look 
now and say, it's different. People 
want more story than ‘ski porn.’ If you 
can find a balance between the both 
of them, it helps out a lot.” 


UNCOVERING NEW ideas isn’t always 


easy, and sometimes they happen by 
accident. A flubbed trick turns into 
something cutting edge. A bad loca- 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 23 
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THE CHEAPEST LiFT 
TICKET TO OUR 
RESORTS IS AT COSTCO 


ASILVERSTAR 


SpOWZone 
SnOWZ one 


HOSTELLING INTERNALIO, 
WINTER.PACKAGES ARE 


HI-BANFF ALPINE CENTRE 


1-DAY PACKAGE 
1 NIGHT DORM ACCOMMODATION 
UFT TICKETTO TREAREA RESORTS 
TRANSPORTATION 
BREAKFAST 


Ski hill tobogganing after dark 


& FALL LINES 


HART GOLBECK 
5 hart@vueweekly.com 


Sunshine Village has found another way 
to entertain guests after dark. If you are 
staying on the hill in the Sunshine 
Lodge, head for the front desk and sign 
up for an hour of tobogganing. While 
some hills have backed off from risky 
activities that have potential for liability, 
Sunshine has decided to make the sport 
as safe as possible and then let their 
guest have some fun. 

Saturday night at 5 pm as the sun 
was Setting rather quickly we headed 
for the slope directly to the right of the 
Angel Chair loading zone. Groomers had 
already corduroyed the track and lined 
the sides with some serious snow 
banks. A patroller arrived and stood by 
to provide first aid if required. Over 20 
participants on about eight sleds lis- 
tened to a short safety talk before-being 
unleashed on the hill. | headed up with 
my daughter Alyssa, her friend 
Stephanie and our sled in tow. 


There were two starting points, a 
shorter, slower one and a longer, faster 
one. We opted for the lower one just to 
gauge our speed. It didn’t matter much 
that we were on unwaxed sleds 
because the slope and gravity was all 


we needed to race straight down and 
then into a banked corner heading for 
the top of the gondola unloading point. 
We soon moved higher and tested our 
skills at cornering on a high-speed 
three-man toboggan. | don’t know if 


you've ever been ona sled with two 15- 
year-olds but it can be quite ear pierc- 
ing. We spent about an hour racing and 
crashing, and, yes, we even climbed the 
sidewalls only to be dumped unceremo- 
niously on the other sides. w 


Avoid first day kinks 


wi 
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Winter is close. One day it snows, the 
next it's dry and sunny. But it’s coming. 

And if you neglect preparations until the 
last minute, you'll pay for it. Be just a little 
ready. Take time out of every day to make 
that first day on the hill a little easier. 

Start by loosening up so you can keep 
from having that funny, stiff-legged achy 


ACK 


walk the following Monday. Walk every- 
where you can. If you can walk to work, 
walk to work. If you work on the second, 
third or even the 10th floor, walk up the 
stairs in the morning and down in the 
evening. Lose the elevator for a couple 
weeks. Or for the winter. 

Stretch every morning. Gently, but 
stretch. Jump rope. Five minutes jumping 
rope will help tremendously in condition- 
ing. And when was the last time you 
jumped rope anyway? Remember even 
one of those rhymes? 

The gist of a simple program makes a 


HI-LAKE LOUISE ALPINE CENTRE 


1-DAY PACKAGE 


1 NIGHT DORM ACCOMMODATION 
UFT TICKET TO TREAREA RESORTS 


TRANSPORTATION TO LAKE LOUISE 
MOUNTAIN RESORT 


concerted effort to do an hour of activity, 
any activity, every day. You don't have to 
get your heart really racing, but be active. 
Then find your gear. All of it. First open 
a bottle of wine or grab a beer from a six- 
pack. Then gather it all on the living room 
floor. Put on your boots and fasten them 
tight. Flex them. Make sure no folds have 
mysteriously developed over the winter. 
Once, going skiing with a friend who 
hadn't checked her boots, | learned this 
lesson in spades. As she stood next to 
my car in the parkade putting on her 
boots, she felt something funny. She 
pulled her foot out and it was followed 
by a mouse. She looked pretty funny 
hopping around on one foot yelling as 
the poor freaked out mouse sprinted 
away under the cars. When | took her 
boot apart, | found a full-on mouse nest 


EDGE 


in the bottom. Twigs. Little bits of cot- 
ton. Lesson: boots in storage units need 
a bit of extra attention. 

If you actually took your skis/board in 
for an end of the year tune, the shop laid 
on a thick layer of wax for the summer 
storage. Scrape the wax off and buff the 
bottom with a green scotch brite pad. 

Find your socks. Find your goggles 
Both your gloves or mitts. Find your long 
johns and an extra toque. Check out your 
pants and make sure little rips in the 
cuffs won't lead to major tears. 

And then find a small duffel and stash 
everything in one place. For good meas- 
ure, find a spare pair of goggles, maybe 
an old pair of gloves and an extra toque 
and toss them in too. Last, crack another 
beer or pour another glass of wine and sit 
back with a little prayer for snow. wv 
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® LIGHTER WEIGHT SKIS 
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"ge 
— Y yusr RENT SKIS 


WHEN WE OFFER AN 


EXPERIENCE! 


SALES ° oe ° RENTALS 


626 Connaught drive * Ph: 888-242-3343 « Jasper, Alberta 


Why can’t the 
girls jump? 


The International Olympic Committee 
(10C) and local organizers are standing 
by their decision to not allow women's 
ski jumping at the 2010 Olympics in Van- 
couver. A group of women’s ski jumpers 
nave launched a lawsuit that will be 
heard in the spring but I'm guessing they 
are going to stretch out the decision so 
that it’s too late for these games. 

The !0C and Vancouver Organizing 
Committee are claiming their decision is 
based solely on technical merit and that 
currently there are too few women ski 
jumpers competing in the sport. IOC 
president Jacques Rogge was not quite 
so eloquent when he stated “we do not 
want the medals to be diluted and 
watered down,” claiming that awarding 
medals in this event would dilute 
medals given to other athletes. Ouch. 

This is after all the same committee 
that allowed inept ski jumper Eddie 
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HART GOLBECK 
hart@vueweekly.com 


SNOW ZONE 


“The Eagle” Edwards to soar like a 
turkey at the Calgary Winter Olympics. 
Only after feeding off his daily head- 
lines did they put rules in place to pre- 
vent similar circus acts in the future 
The women’s suit to enter the Olympics 
is much more serious and they have 
Stats to back them up. Currently there 
are 99 competitive athletes represent- 
ing 15 countries training worldwide 
and when you compare that to about 
30 athletes in each of women’s boarder 
cross, skier cross and bobsled you can 
clearly see they have a point. | hope 
they sort this out before it becomes a 
much bigger gender issue. w 


Beyond the 


16 Day Tour from $935 


ve journey exploring the many highlights of E 


cca cruise, take 
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Jonkey ride to the 
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tion opens the door to creatively 
finding a better alternative. But is 
the push to find a shot that is 
‘Newer! Better! Crazier!’ than ever 
before a recipe for disaster? 

“It’s tough to decide what you 
think is too far and not too far. Defi 
nitely we want to Keep everyone as 
safe as possible, so I think there are 
those limits that will restrain you 
from certain things,” Carter says. "I 
think more these days you see the 
cinematography pushing the limit 
and the skiers still being up to par— 
which gives a whole new look on 
everything. So it’s not necessarily 
the athletes putting themselves at 
greater risk as much as some of the 
cameramen are now, because we're 
trying to find ways to get more cre- 
ative and being able to get the shot 
ina different way. 

“Most all of our cameramen either 
wanted to be professional skiers or 


4211-106 Street Edmonton, AB 
TheEasyRider.com 


780-413-4554 


EVENTS 


were at one point, so it kind of helps 
in that sense to get these great shots.” 

If you've ever seen a bad huck 
film, then you know that the shot is 
king. A bad shot can make the most 
epic jump look like a half-metre 
drop. A great shot—like a big budget 
helicopter take—can make it look 
like the rider is flying. And it is these 
shots that inspire the next genera- 
tion of filmmakers and hucksters 
But it’s still not an easy venture 


WHAT MOST FILMS don't show is 


what happens behind the scenes 
This year saw the release of the 
Rocky Mountain Sherpa’s The Fine 
Line, a film that married big riding 
with some of its dangers. After an 
extremely bad date with an ava- 
lanche his first winter in Fernie, wit- 
lox has developed a healthy fear 

"I don’t think that I'm overly para- 
noid now, but I’m definitely way more 
careful. Like I'm not going to not ride 
a line—keep riding. those lines; that’s 
what I love to do,” Witlox says. "But I 
definitely take every safety precaution 


before doing it now. 1 don’t think it 
has discouraged me from the sport at 
all, but it woke me up into looking at 
more things—like digging a pit before 
every line, instead of just when yo 
think it’s sketchy.” 

The work doesn't stop there, how- 
ever, Behind every good jump shot ir 
the backcountry is a team of shoy él 
€rs building a jump and landing. And 
for every hour of raw footage, there is 
about a minute of usable film 

Whether you're talking about the 
pioneers of the genre or tho 
ing movies today, though, it’s 
bly safe to say that it’s not 
Jot like the four-letter word “work 

“The whole mission up there, and 
bringing the cameras and setting up 
I love it. I love that chal enge. | think 
that’s why I do it,” Witlox s “A lot 
of people say, ‘It's so much work! 
Why would you want to do t 
And it 
adds it almost gives a Purp: 


yu 


hat? 
because it’s so much fun. It 


snowboarding too. I don't 
film the snowboard, but it makes 
an extra challenge." w 
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y Snowboards Skateboards 


CONDITIONS REPORT 


it Hill — Open Nov 29. 
Valley — Open soon. 
dge — Open soon. 

a Ski Club — Open soon. 


Alberta 


] Canade Olympic Park — Open soon. 

Castle Mountain — Open Dec 13. 

Lake Lowise — 56-79cm base, 41cm of new snow. 5 lift and 25 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 43cm base, 8cm of new snow. 1 lift and 1 run open. 
Mt. Norquay — Open weekends only. 20-30cm base, Gem of new snow. | lift and 1 run open. 
Wakiska — Open soon. 

Sunshine Village — 70cm base, 14cm of new snow. 10 lifts and 84 runs open. 
Tawatinaw — Open soon. 


B.C. 


| Apex — Open Nov 29. 

7 Big White — Open Dec 3. 
Fernie — Open Dec 6. 
Kicking Horse — 76cm base, 19cm of new snow. 

Kimberley — Open Dec 19. 

Mt. Washington — Open Dec 5. 

Panorama — Dec 12. 

} Powder King — 102-152cm base, 86cm of new snow. 

Red Mountain — Open soon. 

Revelstoke — 70cm of new snow. 

Silver Star — 19-28cm base, Scm of new snow. 

Sun Peaks — 33-43cm base, 15cm of new snow. 2 lifts and 3 runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — Open Dec 12. 

White Water — Open Dec 5. 


U.S.A. 


49 Worth — Open soon. 
Big Sky — 33-53cm hase. 

Crystal Mountain — Open. 

Great Divide — Gicm base. 1 lift and 2 runs open. 
Lookout Pass — 13-18cm base. 

Mt. Spokane — Open Dec 6. 

Schweitzer Mt. — Open soon. 

Silver Mt. Resert — Open soon. 

Sun Valley — Open soon. 


“Opening dates can change depending on weather conditions. 


All conditions accurate as of Nov 26, 
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Marmot Basin ministers 
to converted 


ERIKA DOMANSKI / erika@vueweekly.com 

‘ve been a skier for over a decade. 
I: was raised on it. But this year I 

made the momentous decision to 
transition from skiing to snowboard- 
ing. Maybe it’s an unusual switch this 
late in the game, but to me there’s 
something uniquely appealing about 
snowboarding. Boarders just seem to 
have so much style. I was convinced 
that their laid-back approach would 
suit me. But before becoming a full- 
on convert I needed to see if I could 
cut it on the mountain. 

My testing ground: Marmot Basin 
on opening weekend. Sun glinted off the 
freshly groomed snow as | entered the 
rental shop. As my eyes ‘adjusted, I saw 
a blur of activity before me. The rental 
shop was buzzing. Staff nearly vibrated 
with the excitement of a new season 

1 was nervous since I'd never rent- 
ed board gear before. I didn’t even 
know if! was goofy stance or regular 
Thankfully, renting is a breeze at Mar- 
mot. Once staff helped me figure out 
my stance, they whisked me through, 
taking my shoe size, grabbing boots 
and adjusting bindings. And with that 
1 was off. 

Getting over to the lift was the first 
challenge. Maneuvering with a board 
strapped to your foot wasn’t as easy as | 
expected. Amazingly, I managed to get 
scooped up by the chair without much 
incident. Soon I was heading up the lift, 
taking in the pristine view and trying 
not to think about what was going to 
happen when I tried to dismount. 


EVENTS 


= JASPER 


It’s true that early season is less 
busy then January or February, but 
even in mid November it was evident 
that Marmot Basin is truly a user- 
friendly hill. Take the chairlifts. 

“We've designed the lifts so that 
each one is easy to get to and brings 
you to a multitude of runs,” Erin Fil- 
liter, marketing and communications, 
explained. 

This spreads people throughout the 
hill, keeping crowding to a minimum. 

“‘{t also helps that Jasper is a little 
‘off the beaten path’ as far as ski 
resorts go.” 

I could only hope that the lift 1 was 
sitting on would be taking me toa 
nice, easy run that would inflict the 
least possible amount of punishment. 


THE BIG ANNOUNCEMENT this year is 
the plan to add a brand new, high- 
speed detachable quad from the bot- 
tom of the mountain to the top of 
Paradise. It will be the longest high- 
speed lift in the Alberta Rockies, giv- 
ing riders an uninterrupted trip from 
the base to the top in 7.5 minutes. 
Once the new lift is in place, the hill 
will be able to carry up to 4800 skiers 
per hour out of the lower mountain, 
making Marmot's carrying capacity to 
skier ratio one of the highest any- 
where. Simply put, the lineups will 
stay at a minimum, maximizing the 


time you can spend on the mountain 

Upon reaching the top, I attempted 
to get off the chair. Unfortunately my 
skill didn’t match up with my intent 
and | met the ground for the first of 
many times. I refused to get discour 
aged. I began with the basics: stand- 
ing up, learning to heel slide, and 
practicing weighting my toe edge. It 
was a little disheartening watching 
riders glide by with ease but I was 
confident | would soon join them. 

Tranquilizer, an intermediate run, 
may have been a little advanced for 
te but | did my best. One of the best 
things about Marmot is that there is 
so much variety. You can head out to 
the hill with friends of different skill 
levels and everyone will be able to 
have a great time. 

The hill is also taking strides to 
balance public use with natural 
preservation. “Marmot Basin is the 
first of the parks to complete our 
vision statement and site guidelines, 
which is something that keeps our 
relationship with Parks Canada a 
harmonious one,” Filliger reported 
proudly. It’s nice to know that enjoy- 
ing some time on the hill is some 
thing that you can feel good about in 
these “green” times. 

By the end of the day, I was feeling 
confident in my progress. I wasn't 
soaring around the hill with great 
ease, but I was spending much less 
time off of my very sore bottom. With 
some more practice, | might become a 
rad Betty after all. w 


: / wayne @yuewookly.com 
ki road trips are about more 
Sines the skiing. They're 
jout the adventures en route 
and the stories you tell afterwards. 
They're badges of honour, earned 
through narrow escapes, random 
improvisation, mettle, foolhardiness 
and sheer luck. 
And that’s why we can’t get 
enough. Chain up, we're going road- 


SOMEBODY CHECK MY PULSE 


“Should we go?” I asked my buddy 
Mike. His wife was due to give birth to 
their second child in about 10 days. 
Right in the middle of the ski trip that 
landed in our laps. A good friend at a 
local travel agency had told us about 
a “familiarization” trip planned for 
Lake Tahoe. They wanted a few 
more people to fill the plane and the 
cost was unbelievable. We had to go. 
Mike's wife was somewhat OK with it. 

We landed in Reno and rented a 
Jeep, insurance to get back to the air- 
port if she went into labor. From there 


Great powder! And other adventures 


= MEMORIES 


it was off to Mile High Lake. The trip 
was well laid out, a different resort 
every day. After an orientation booz- 
er, We were ready. 

The first stop was Squaw Valley and 
a foot of fresh pow. This area has the 
best cliffs and drop offs of any ski resort 
I've visited, and I've been to a lot. | had 
probably the best run of my life on a 
crested hump called Hogsback, a series 
of about 25 to 30 interconnecting drops 
into soft pillows. Mike watched from 
below and all he could say was “Fuck- 
ing awesome, man.” And Mike's seen 
me ski a lot of shit. 

The next morning at Sierra-at- 
Tahoe, a strange photo on the wall 
caught my eye as we were grabbing 
our lift tickets. I asked the ticket dis- 
penser when it was taken as there 
weren't any lifts in the photo. “That 
Was just a few years ago. All the lifts 
were covered by about 60 feet of 
snow. We had to dig out the chairs,” 
was the reply. And that’s the thing 
about Lake Tahoe. They have had as 
much as six feet in 24 hours. 


af Snow Valley we’re doing everything 
in our power to get the season rolling... 


OBE Noa os, 
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and we’re confident that Mother Nature will 
be cooperating very soon. 
Check out our latest snowmaking progress 
online aft: 


www.snowvalley.ab.ca 
{don’t worry, we won't actually do it) 


After full days at Kirkwood and 
Alpine Meadows, we arrived at 
Heavenly Valley, the mountain tow- 
ering directly over South Lake 
Tahoe. After another wild day we 
met up with two nurses from San 
Francisco who invited us back to 
their condo. Two married men, one 
expecting a baby any day. Soon the 
hot tub was steaming, the nurses 
were in their bikinis and we were 
reluctantly bowing out the door, 
trudging back to the hotel in a blind- 
ing snow storm. We barely made it 
to the airport before the storm hit. 

We had hit the casinos, drank our 
first Jagermeister, saw Foghat rock the 
house, skied five incredible resorts, and 


_ declined sex with two beautiful nurses. 


An incredible road trip to be sure. CC 
HIGHWAY TO FROZEN HEAVEN 


A coyote emerged from the pounding 
flakes in my headlights, running down 
the middle of the highway with its 
head down and fighting through the 
worst snowstorm in years. It wasn’t 
much of a highway really; Highway 3 


— 


eeecccesseed 


™ > 
in central BC is little more than two 
lanes of switchbacks and broken 
pavement that would hardly pass for 
a rural road in most Canadian cities. | 
Was on my way to Nelson, BC, in my 
‘87 crx with all season tires with my 
girlfriend at the time to do a back- 
country safety course Possibly the 
worst timing ever 

But we were stoked to learn some- 
thing about what it takes to stay safe 
in backcountry terrain and had pre- 
paid for the course. So we pushed on 
through the night, the only car on the 
road save a couple truckers with 
deadlines to meet 

Arriving in Nelson after seven 
hours of fighting the little car through 
four wheel drifts with Metallica play- 
ing full volume, the weekend's forays 
into the backcountry off Kootenay 
Pass almost seemed mellow. With 50 
centimetres of fresh at both Red 
Mountain and Whitewater, we snow- 
shoed through thick trees, avoiding 
any avalanche terrain and riding 
deep, deep snow in the trees 

It was a perfect opportunity to watch 
natural slides peel out, however, and 


studying the snowpack in variable 
storm conditions was a real eye open- 

€r. Epic conditions on the hill but road 
tripping through the gnarliest highway 
conditions of my life to ride backcoun- 
ty—an atypical road trip indeed. ¢W 


FREEDOM AND NOSTALGIA 


Growing up in Calgary had its draw- 
backs, but the best thing was that the 
Mountains were just over an hour away. 
You could load up on a Saturday mom- 
ing, make the drive to the mountains 
get ina full day on the slopes, and make 
it back home in time for the opening 
face-off on Hockey Night in Canada 

Unfortunately, I had to rely on my 
dad's car—a 1977 Cougar. A cool, fast 
Car. But it wasn’t mine. Our ability to 
hit the slopes was at the mercy of my 
old man. He was a career soldier and 
many times we were limited to 
Paskapoo, now more famous ly 
known as Canada Olympic Park 

That is, until I bought my own vehi- 
cle. It was a 1970 Datsun 510, a 
Lime Green box that always trailed a 
thin cloud of rust particles. It had a 
top speed of 55 miles per hour, any 
faster and the vibrations could shake 
your fillings out. Cost me $300 but the 
stereo was worth at least $400 

That first trip was pure heaven, even 
though we had to keep the passenger 
window open because our skis were 
too long. I can’t even recall which hill 
we hit, but that wasn’t important. Life 
had changed. No longer were our ski 
trips based on someone else's whim 
We could fulfill our own mountainous 
desires, on our own terms, WA 


SAESESeO ERED oo omen dds en ener 


Pee eeeeerse ohne besseenssccneseecesesese 


PURER EGGS SHEER EERE RTH OSosorereres 


pp RESORT 


NOV.27-DEC3,2008 WwiSweexmy 25 


JARTS. 


Artists tackle long history at ArtsHab 


SARAH HAMILTON / hamilton @vueweekly.com 
History of Monsters, 
Aw’ last programmed 
show until their lease situa- 
tion is resolved, feels a little like 
walking into a modern cabinet of 
curiosities. The artists, Caitlin Sian 
Richards, Devon Beggs, Jodi 
Tychkowsky, Christopher Payne and 
Tristan McClelland, have all inter- 
preted the idea of “the monster” in 
different and disruptive ways. 

The title of the exhibition is based 
on a manuscript of natural history by 
Ulisse Aldrovandi, published, 
posthumously, in 1642. The work 
details monsters, both real and fic- 
tional, as witnessed by the artist. 
The “real” monsters include humans 
and animals who are abnormal in 
some way, whereas the “fictional” 
are more conventional mythological 
creatures. In this exhibition, 
Aldrovandi’s work is invoked as a 
means to talk about the external, fic- 
tional monsters and the monsters 
within that each artist is trying to 
negotiate with in their practice 

Christopher Payne's series of pho- 
tographs, “A Little Flesh,” are the 
first works you seé when you enter. 
Each work is a’visceral, high-resolu- 
tion image of raw meat which, when 
presented in detail, bears a peculiar 
resembiance to landscape. By com- 
paring the vast unknown external 
wofld to the vast unknown internal 
world, Payne parallels the unknown 
monsters of mythology to the inter- 
nal monsters of the subconscious. 

Caitlin Sian Richards presents 
each of her postcard-sized collages 
in vintage frames, drawing upon 
historic astronomy and astrology for 
inspiration. She mounts two of her 
works, “Mr and Mrs Pebblehead” 
and “Peepshow,” in actual cabinet 
shadow boxes, which contribute to 
the ambience. Jodi Tychkowsky, in 
her photograph “Monstrous Produc- 
tion,” is also working on a miniature 
scale. The dimly lit pods, perhaps 
seeds or gourds, look both common 
and malformed. 


ON THE OTHER HAND, tristan mcciel- 


land, who for this exhibition is work- 
ing under the identity of Sreng 
FirBolg (a fictional ancient Celtic 
warrior), works in large scale. 
McClelland is working automatically 
and in his ritualistic process employs 
Celtic symbols occult imagery as 
the subject matter of his paintings. 
Devon Beggs’ work also takes on a 


UNTIL THU, DEC 18 
(OPEN THUS PM - 8 PM Of BY APPOINTMENT) 
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<< | A HISTORY OF MONSTERS 

| Wome By CATLIN SIAN RICHARDS 

= | DEVON BEGGS, JOD! YCHKOWSKY 
CHRISTOPHER PAYA, TRISTAN MCCLELLAND 
ARTSHAB (10217-1061 


ritualistic tone, but in a series of fig- 
urative paintings and collages of 
skeletons and shadows reminiscent 
of both Egon Schiele and Francis 
Bacon. McClelland and Beggs speak 
most to the theme of the monster 
inside the artist, whereas Richards 
and Tychkowsky seem to be more 
interested in the fictional mythology 
of monsters. The exhibition is tied 
together by a score, composed by 
Bil] Richards, which gives the exhibi- 
tion space the atmosphere of a Ger- 
man Expressionist movie from the 
1920s. This piece of music, com- 
posed specially for the exhibition, 


Monsters mash — 


responds to every piece of work in 
the show, effectively capturing the 
sentiment of the exhibition. 

Each artist makes a strong presen- 
tation, but their fundamentally dis- 
similar approaches to the theme at 
hand and a weak formal consistency 
between the works creates an overall 
dialogue that contradicts itself. The 
idea of A History of Monsters is really 
interesting, but it comes across as 
lacking continuity because the con- 
versation is too broad to broach in 
the space. There are two exhibitions 
here—one which addresses the 
mythology of monsters, incorporating 
the history of science and biology in 
the discussion, and one exhibition on 
the artist and the manifestation of 
inspiration in both its creative and 
destructive forms. A more curated 
focus on either of these themes 
would bring out the strengths of each 
artist's work without overwhelming 
the others vw 
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EXTREMITIES / 28 RZ 
THE VENGEFUL REDHEAD / 28, Sa 
PRAIRIE ARTSTERS / 30 


Gonna be all right 


Three Little Birds sees the 
happier side of family struggles 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 


Little Birds is a bittersweet 
tale with its emphasis firmly laid 
on the latter part of the word: it’s 


touching and sentimental, but man- 
ages to be so without ever crossing 
into cheese territory. Instead, it comes 
across as a well-told, feel-good story 
about how family can sprout up in the 
least likely of ways, in the most unex- 
pected of times. If that sounds like a 
predictable or bland family drama, 
though, fear not: it’s a story written, 
acted and presented by top-tier artists. 

Kenneth T Williams’ script doesn’t 
waste any time jumping right into 
the unexpected three-way relation- 
ship that hatches between cancer- 
stricken Annie (Tantoo Cardinal), her 
stuffy social worker daughter Kerry 
(Michaela Washburn), and Troy (Clif- 
ford Cardinal), a 17-year-old father 
who breaks into Annie’s house to try 
and find diapers for his infant child. 
Annie discovers him in the kitchen, 
child in arm, and her maternal 
instincts override a call to the cops. 

Kerry is less than thrilled, sure that 
Troy is unfit to care for the child, 
while Annie sees him as a chance to 
finally be a “kokum” (Cree for grand- 
mother), aided by the fact her cancer 
is getting worse. And besides, she 
needs someone who can roll her 
medical marijuana into joints. 

It's a Script that generates laughter 
without going down a cheap, quick 
road, though considering the volume 
of pot-y humour in Three Little Birds, in 
other hands it could've easily gone 
that way. The script takes the time to 
sow some gags, then let those grow 
into its biggest punchlines, grounded 
into plot devices: Kerry's trip out to 
score some marijuana for her mother, 
and what she returns with, and how, is 
one of the shows stand-out moments. 

The script dances lightly over its 
darker issues. There's drama, but 
Three Little Birds never lets itself get 
down too heavily in the gloom, choos- 
ing instead to stick with the laid-back 
mantra of the Bob Marley song from 
which the play takes its name from: 
“Don’t worry about a thing, cause 
every little thing gonna be all right.” 


THERE'S BEEN QUITE a bit of buzz sur- 


rounding Tantoo Cardinal's attach- 
ment to this show. In the role of Annie, 
she’s worth every word of it and prob- 
ably a few more, which !'ll write here, 
now: Tantoo is immensely enjoyable 
to watch in the role of a sly woman 


UNTIL SUN, NOV 30 (7:30 PM; SUN 2 PM) 


THREE LITTLE BIRDS 
DIRECTED BY VINETA STROMBERGS 
WAITEN BY KENNETH WILLIAMS 

STARRING TANTO CARDINAL 

CLIFFORD CARDINAL MICHAELA WASHBURN 
US ET EMEA 
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nearing the end of her life, but with her 
wits about her. Her acting instincts are 
incomparably natural onstage. 

The other two actors aren't exactly 
wingless for their own skill sets, 
either: Clifford Cardinal (Tantoo’s real- 
life son) has plenty of youthful sass to 
propel Troy as a young father strug- 
gling to raise a child (“She's not the 
problem” he utters at one point), and 
Washburn’s no-nonsense delivery 
makes her the joker in the end by 
playing it straight. Annie and her go 
on a trip to Toronto, and her knee-jerk 
reactions to any would-be suitors are 
hilarious (“I have a black belt in 
karate!” she snarls before launching 
into a tirade against meaningless sex) 

Those two characters complement 
each other nicely: as opposite ends of 
the spectrum, moments they're alone 
on stage together are fun to watch 
Troy makes her squirm, as she tries to 
control the situation. With Tantoo in 
the mix, it’s an electric trio, as the 
pairings of which two currently stand 
against the other constantly shifts. 

Director Vinetta Strombergs keeps 
the pace up through some frequent 
scene transitions, and only a few feel 
lengthy, and that all-Marley score 
from Richard J van Oosterom helps 
set and maintain the show’s mood 
of a family drama that sees the 
cloudy days coming over the hori 


’ zon, but would rather focus on each 


one’s silver lining. And Three Little 
Birds gives us plenty of that. v 
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Perhaps it's just because we don’t really 
have much tradition to draw on, but 
Edmontonians seem to like doing things a 
little bit different. That certainly seems to 
be the case with Display, anyway, a new 
design publication from local 
artists/graphic designers Charlotte Falk 
and Jennifer Kowton. Rather than narrow 
their focus to one specific area of design, 
as is the norm, Falk and Kowton have 
opened their pages to all aspects of 
design, from photo essays to architecture, 
and everything in between. 

“Your typical design magazine usually 
has a whole bunch of articles about archi- 
tecture, a little bit of interior design, and 
then maybe three pieces of furniture; and 
then you have entirely separate magazines 
devoted to other aspects,” says Falk with a 
hint of dry wit. “I'm personally interested in 
all aspects of design, so our only real quide- 
line is that it has to be somehow related to 
design, and in many cases the more 
abscure that relation, the better, because it 
exposes people in the design community to 
other things that are happening.” 

That eagerness to upset the norms 
comes through in the actual design of Dis- 
play—celebrating its launch with a party 
this Saturday at the ARTery—which, 
instead of employing a common theme or 
designer, is farmed out to local (and, even- 
tually they hope, national) artists and 
designers who provide their own take on 
how it should look. As Falk explains, it’s 
just one more chance to showcase design 


work coming from Canada, which is the ° 


magazine's real goal. 

“We want their style to come through 
as much as whatever the focus of the 
article is,” she says. “We realized we 
could do more than just have it be an out- 
let for ourselves. We see all these other 


EVUES 


people doing amazing work, and we think 
that if we can give them that same outlet 
and that same freedom, it will only help 
all of us.” 


LAFURA 

CHOREOGRAPHED BY TANIA AWARADO 
PRESENTED BY BRIAN WEBB DANCE CO 

FAI, HOV 28 -SAT, NOV 29 (8 PM) 

JOHN CHAAR THEATRE (10045 - 166 ST), $16/$25 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vueweekly.com 

Since local choreographer Tania Alvarado 
began her solo career several years ago, 
she’s performed at some of the most cut- 
ting edge dance festivals around Canada. 
She's been on stages across Europe and 
the US, and was the first Alberta chore- 
ographer to receive a National Arts Gen- 
tre commission. But despite making big 
Waves in the dance world, Alvarado con- 
siders herself an introvert. 

“People think that if you're a dancer, 
you just want to be out there on the 
stage,” she says. “But | think | enjoy the 
creative process more than the perform- 
ance, although | love both.” 

Best known for her solo work, Alvara- 
do is alive and spontaneous on the stage 
as she carves her introspective movement 
into the space, exposing her vulnerability 
and her strength. Until recently, most of 
her time was spent in solitude at her stu- 
dio where she’s developed her own pri- 
vate movement vocabulary and language 

“When you're by yourself, you commu- 
Nicate from the mind to the body and vice 
versa,” she says. “So I'm not used to 
communicating with anyone about how 
movement feels. It takes a lot to explain 
how something feels as opposed to how 
it looks.” 

But lately, Alvarado’s been learning 
how to talk about her movement. She's 
begun choreographing her first group 
piece, a trio for herself and her two 
favourite dancers, Ashlea Watkins and 
Amber Borotsik, whose styles are con- 
siderably different from one another's 


Lynn Malin & 
Elizabeth Beauchamp 


PASSAGE 


November 27 - December 20, 2008 


Opening Thursday, 


November 27, 7-10pm 


Artist Talk Saturday, November 29, 1pm 


Andrea Magnuson 


Softly, Softiy: 


So along with learning the lingo, Alvara- 
do has been adapting the way she talks 
to each dancer according to the unique 
way she absorbs the choreography: 
Watkins learns emotionally and kines- 
thetically while Borotsik takes a more 
Narrative approach. Alvarado has high 
praise for both. 

“[Ashlea’s} style is really different from 
mine. | found it so interesting how she 
performed what | gave her,” says Alvara- 


do of their first experience together at 
Grant MacEwan “[Amber] is very power- 
ful, with this quiet calmness about her 
find her really intriguing. You give her an 
image and she can turn it into fire.” 

Alvarado is fascinated with the dynam- 
ies that are happening as a result of put 
ting three very different performers 
together, and is eagerly anticipating the 
performance, which marks a major turn- 
ing point in her career and her life 
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“I'm really looking forward to sharing 
Space with others,” she says. “I'm at the 
point in my career where |'m ready to 
share. So here we go ... I'm petrified, yet 
excited and happy!” 


WITHOUT YOU 
DIRECTED BY BRADLEY MOSS; WRITTEN BY NICOLE 
MOELLER 


STARRING SAMANTHA DUFF, MATTHEW MEKINWEY 
THU, NOV 27-SAT, DEC 6 (7:30 PM) 
STUDIO THEATRE (12ST & 87 AVE), $10 -$20 


DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 
There is a point when youthful ideals 
begin to get crushed under the Weight of 
stark reality. It’s a time when most end up 
tail-spinning into a kind of void, a hazy, 
vast unrecognizable expanse with few 
landmarks and no signposts. It's at about 
26, or so, iocal playwright Nicole Moeller 
recons 

“The 10 years after high schoo! 
there's hope and you're an idealist. and 
it's great. But once you hit 26 or 27. | 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 29 
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Exposure Festival wishes to thank all the artists. donors. sponsors. volunteers 
audiences. partners. friends. family and lovers who helped to make 
Exposure 2008 an amazing success. 


Thank you for exposing yourself to queer arts and culture in Edmonton! 


EX(DSUre 


Images of Femininity 


Edmonton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festival 
3rd Floor Gallery 

Harcourt House Arts Centre 
780.426.4180 

10215 - 112 Street 
Edmonton, AB, Canada 
www.harcourthouse.ab.ca 


edmonton 
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council 
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www.exposurefestival.ca 
www.exposurefestival. blogspot.com 


harcourthouse 


Join us next year: Nov. 13 - 22, 2009 
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Blonde ambition 


3 Morals and rationale get skewed in Citadel's rollicking one-hander 


"XANTHE COUTURE / xanthe@vueweek!y.com 

| ome stories have universal 
Sie and Australian play- 
{ wright Robert Hewitt has cre- 
ated such a piece with The Blonde, 
‘The Brunette and The Vengeful 
Redhead. Themes of betrayal, aban- 
donment, forgiveness and, of course, 
revenge, ebb and flow as the lives of 
family members, friends and com- 
plete strangers interact in ways that 
bond them together forever. 

From the moment Fiona Reid 
begins her first of seven different 
monologues in the Citadel's produc- 
tion of the play, the audience is 
transfixed by the storyline and Reid’s 
chameleon-like abilities to assume 
the characters. 

The opening scene begins with an 
anxious housewife, Rhonda, cower- 
ing in a chair. She nervously 
describes her highly emotive 
response to the news that her 
estranged husband, Graham, had 
been seen by her trusted friend 
Lynette with another woman. This 
shock has led her to make a horrible 
mistake that will now send her to jail 
and set in motion an irreversible 
chain of events she cannot fully com- 
préhend. Rhonda then fades away 
into darkness, and as music plays 
from behind a screen of mirrored 
glass, she transforms into the griev- 
ing lesbian doctor Alex Doucette. 
From here the story takes on another 
dimension, as it will with the presen- 
lation of each new character 

The monologues fit together in a 
seamless series of perspectives on 
he same tragic event. Each charac- 
er is somehow connected to the 
ncident which has separated Rhon- 
ja from her child, Damien, and has 
eft two other children, Matt and 
=llen, without a parent 
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Each character, from Alex 
Doucette to Rhonda’s friend Lynette 
and Rhonda's unfeeling husband, 
Graham, rationalizes their actions in 
ways that are at times humorous for 
their sheer audacity, and at others 
shocking for their cold indifference 
The audience is left with a more com- 
plex reading of the characters, and 
the original classifications as “the 
blonde” or “the brunette” cannot 
summarize the myriad psychological 
factors that have now come to make 
the characters complex and real. 


THE INNOVATIVE set design by 


Michael Gianfranseco makes Reid's 


THE ARTs 


wardrobe changes a tantalizing 
game of trying to guess which char- 
acter will emerge next to peel back 
yet another layer of the story. Doing 
a wardrobe change behind a screen 
in which the audience can see the 
silhouette in relative darkness would 
not be an easy feat. To add to this 
performance, Reid also takes on the 
mannerisms of each character as 
she changes; the flirty Blonde gets 
dressed to jazz music while seduc- 
tively swaying her hips, while the 
four-year-old boy, Matt, bounces 
playfully out from behind the screen. 

In the end, Reid captures the tone 
of each character that makes up The 
Blonde, The Brunette and The Vengeful 
Redhead almost perfectly, drawing on 
the strengths of Hewitt’s script: he 
has taken scenarios that occur every 
day and everywhere and patched 
them together to the point where the 
audience can see how skewed one’s 
moral code and rationale can 
become, but also how clearly an indi- 
vidual’s vision can be when removed 
from the toxic situation. v 


UEWEEKIY 


NOV 27 - DEC 3, 2008 


Power point 


Extremities could use some naturalism 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


illiam Mastrosimone’s 
Extremities isn’t really 
subtle about the fact it’s 


got an IMPORTANT MESSAGE that 
will get us thinking about an IMPOR- 
TANT ISSUE, Even ignoring its brutal 
streak, which goes from rape to tor- 
ture in the first 20 minutes alone, 
Mastrosimone can’t seem to resist 
parking big, polemical arguments in 
his character's mouths, arguments 
that frequently seem more suited to 
op-ed pages than a stage. Still, that 
kind of style can work if it manages 
to get properly grounded in some 
natural performances. Sarah Van 
Tassel’s production, unfortunately, 
doesn’t quite feel human enough to 
make it all work. 

The play opens in a sleepy farm- 
house, with the lithe young Marjorie 
(Kristi Hansen) mulling through a 
lazy day. Soon enough, Raul (Nathan 
Coppens) pops in, ostensibly looking 
for a friend, though it doesn’t take 
long for his true intent to show 
through: within minutes he has Mar- 
jorie on the floor, pillow over her 
face, growling about what he’s going 
to do to her. She manages to fight 
back well enough to lock him into a 
fireplace, then proceeds to debate 
the right course of action until her 
friends show up to help. 


I's THE PLAY between Marjorie and 


her roommates, reserved Terry (Erin 
Voaklander) and intellectual Patricia 
(Allisson Leggatt), where Van Tas- 
sel's production ultimately falls 
down. Though there’s some verbal 
hints of tension in their relationship, 
in performance they seem awkward 
and distant, not so much characters 
as foils for the arguments that will 
transpire. Van Tassel’s direction has 
a little bit to do with that: Voaklander 
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and Leggatt are asked to basically 
react and hold position quite fre- 
quently, utterly subverted to Marjorie 
and Raul’s vicious interplay. Their 
characters are sort of relegated to 
exhibits B and C in Mastrosimone’s 
point already, but Van Tassel doesn’t 
do enough to flesh them out either. 
Not that the tension between 
Hansen and Coppens ever feels as 
sharp as it could. Most of that is Cop- 
pens, who gives one of the more 
curious performances I’ve seen in a 
while: he’s actually quite good at 
bouncing through Raul’s mood 
swings, sometimes cold and manipu- 
lative, others broken down, trem- 
bling with the fear of God. But the 
gutter dialect plods its way out of his 
mouth, never once really sounding 
natural, which distracts from his 
back-and-forths with Hansen. Like 
the rest of the play, he could have 
used a shot of something more natu- 
ral, to pull some focus away from the 
POINT and towards the play. v 
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ay lust. Drugs. The merchant 
marine. Beat archetypes litter 
And the Hippos were Boiled 
their Tanks, one of the earliest, 
ut until now never published, works 
{jack Kerouac and William S Bur- 
jughs. . 

Hippos is a fictionalized account of 
real incident in which a close friend 
both men, Lucien Carr, killed David 
ammerer, Supposedly in self- 
efense. The much older Kammerer 
ad pursued Carr for years sexually, 
and Carr's defense at trial was that 
the pursuit had become too aggres- 
sive one night and he was forced to 
efend himself by stabbing his 
assailant with a boy scout knife, filling 
his victim's pockets with rocks, and 
dumping him into the Hudson River. 

When Carr got out of jail, he went 
to work at United Press Internation- 
al—where, it is rumoured, he pinched 
the teletype scroll on which Kerouac 
furiously composed On the Road—and 
tried to live down his notorious crime. 
He asked Allen Ginsberg to remove 
his name from the dedications of 
Howl, and Hippos was quietly shelved 
until Carr’s death in 2005 made it pos- 
sible for it to be published. 

Although Hippos contains none of the 
brilliance that would exist in their later 
work—there are no cut-ups here; no 
wordplay on the part of Burroughs, no 
unrelenting zooms through language on 
the part of Kerouac—it is nonetheless an 
important work. This early writing sam- 
ple from both men provides a clear win- 
dow into them for the academically 
analytical, and for armchair psycholo- 
gists. Furthermore, the Carr-Kammerer 
case had a galvanizing effect on the 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27 


think, you go, “Really, what am | going 
‘0 do?" Reality starts to set in and it’s 
Not so fun anymore,” explains Moeller 
with @ laugh. “And that can either kind 
9! immobilize you, because you're really 
alraid you're not going to make: it, and 
80 you end up doing nothing, or you just 
kind of drop aut of what you're doing 
anid try something else.” 

Moeller takes that state on head-first 
'n er newest play, Without You, getting 
\\s world premiere at Studio Theatre after 


Competition, 

Gabriella is ostensibly a musician, 
though her songs are few and far 
Detween these days. Scott is finishing 
Up hismaster's, wondering whether it’s 
worth it to do a PhD. They're living 
‘ogether, maybe getting married, but 
ost of all mutually avoiding thinking 
about the big decisions they're being 


winning the U of A’s 24 Hour Playwriting _ 


-before-published Beat 
ollaboration not just for completists 


AND THE HIPPOS WERE 
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S | BOILED IN THEIR TANKS 

> | 8Y JACKEROUAL WILLIAM S BURROUGHS 
GROVE PRESS, 2148 $650 


group of friends that would come to be 
known as the Beats. As Carr spent two 
years in jail, the libertine circle which he 
existed in—composed of the likes of 
Kerouac, Burroughs, Ginsberg, Herbert 
Huncke, Edie Parker, Joan Vollmer and 
the like—was broken up. Everyone went 
their own way and the late-night ben- 
zedrine-fuelled arguing sessions gave 
way to the serious writing for which 
they all would eventually become 
known. 


DEATH IS A DOMINANT SPECTRE in the 
work of both Kerouac and Burroughs. 
Kerouac’s brother Gerard died from 
rheumatic fever when the writer was 
only four, and his life was haunted by 
the “pure soul” of his brother, a state 
Kerouac could never attain. Bur- 
roughs wrote in dribs and drabs but 
exploded creatively after he acciden- 
tally shot his wife in Mexico City in 
1951. Death similarly haunts Hippos, 
even if the actual murder doesn’t take 
place until the last few pages—it 
hangs over the proceedings while the 
novel slowly builds to a climax. 

While the book isn’t a masterpiece, 
it is eminently readable, and shouldn't 
be considered a book just for com- 
pletists or beat fanatics. It not only 
provides a valuable window into the 
early life of people who would 
become cultural touchstones, but it 
forms a very good introduction to the 
themes and ideas that would influ- 
ence the body of their work. w 


forced to make. 

It's something that’s obviously quite 
close to the young playwright’s heart, 
something she says seems to surround 
her at the moment, most of her friends 
stuck in similar situations. !t’s so preva- 
lent, Moeller explains, she thinks it’s one 
of the things that’s come to define our 
generation, something of a collection of 
indecisive navel-gazers. 

“| think this kind of a dilemma is a bit 
unique to our generation. | think about my 
own parents, and they just had to work to 
fight and raise two kids and have a house 
and survive, or they wanted a better life 
than their parents; they were fighting for 
something,” she says. “Some of us are, 
but | think a lot of us aren't really fighting 
for anything. Our parents had a good life 
and we're promised a good life, and told 
we can be as happy as we want, and so a 
lot of us end up waiting for this happi- 
ness to shine down on us, so we keep 
changing things looking for that. That's 
not really reality: you have to make sacri- 
fices and make choices.” w 


Apartment for rent! 
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Ideal Location! 


1100 Square Ft. §§ 


Available 
Immediately! 


Just blocks from 
LRT, Jasper Ave, 
and Edmonton 
General Hospital! 


$1500/mo. 


no pets, no smoking 


2 bedroom, two bath plus den. Wonderfully spacious with insuite 
burning fireplace, large kitchen, dining room, two underground 
\ 


For more information or to view call: 
Rob 780-940-6212 (Mon-Fri 9-6pm) or 780-418-1267 [til ]0pm and 


f presented by the 
Sasquatch Community Arts Society 


eR SRSUE CE SEEY CERERESEEEN URE i 
PROJECT | ‘featuring 
SS Bill Bourne 

Al Brant 
Kenneth Brown 


——4 


Kevin Cook 


Maria Dunn 
Bill Hohson 
Dale Ladouceur 
Terry Morrison 
Tom Roschkov 


Saturday, December 27th: Spm 
TICKETS) S527 advance] $32 at the door 


$y" Francis Winspear 
winsrear Centre for Music 


CENTRE Edmonton, AB-9720-102 Ave 
730.428.1414: winspearcentre.com 


VUE 


VVEEKLY 


ckua 


ARTS NOV 27 = DEC 3, 2008 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 2 


1. Michael Franti & Spearhead — All Rebel Rockers (anti) 
2. lan Tyson — Yellowhead To Yellowstone & Other Love Stories (stony plain) 
3. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 
4. TV On The Radio — Dear Science (touch & go) 
5. Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 
* "6. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rca) 
7. Jenny Lewis - Acid Tongue (wamer) 
8. Eagles Of Death Metal - Heart On (downtown) 
9. Of Montreal — Skeletal Lamping (polyviny/) 
10. Hank 3—Damn Right, Rebel Proud (sidewalk) 
11. Calexico - Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 
12.Ryan Adams & The Cardinals - Cardinology (lost highway) 
13.Brett Dennen — Hope For The Hopeless (dualtone) 
14.Ray La Montange — Gossip In The Grain (sony/omg) 
15. Old Crow Medicine Show — Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
16.Ohgr— Devils On My Details (spv) 
17. Okkervil River— The Stand Ins (jagjaguar) 
“ 48. Jackson Browne — Time The Conqueror (inside) 
1y. Tracy Chapman — Our Bright Future (elektra) 
20.4 Williams — Promised Land (razor & tie) 
~ 21.Ndidi Onukwulu - The Contradictor (jericho beach) 
22. Maria Dunn - The Peddler (distant whisper) 
23. Fuckec. Up - The Chemistry Of Common Life (matador) 
24. Wendy McNeill — A Dreamer's Guide To Hardcore Living (six shooter) 
25. Taj Mahal - Maestro (heads up) 
26. Q-tip - The Renaissance (motown) 
27.Ry Cooder —|, Flathead (nonesuch) 
28. Serena Ryder —Is tt O.K. (emi) 
» 29. Fleet Foxes - S/T (sub pop) 
30. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 


THE WAKING EYES 


HOLDING ON TO WHATEVER IT IS 


| know what these guys are NOT holding on Jj 
to and that was the sound they had on their 
previous album. | love listening to a band 
grow into their rightful talents and that is 
exactly what The Waking Eyes have done 
here. This is a great album. They just 
grow up so fast. 
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MAKE SURE TO FRIEND US at MYSPAC 
“40355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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AMY FUNG 
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Spending the better part of the past week 
invested in the second year of Exposure: 
Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival, 
I've had to question what “queer art” actual- 
ly means. In our fluid understanding of bor- 
ders and identities, being queer can be as 
simple as identifying with a queer communi- 
ty. Not exclusive to sexual orientation or 
gender or how we relate to the people in our 
life, being queer may be as basic as stand- 
ing up for the right to be queer. 

In the art world, queer art exists at vari- 
ous levels, as demonstrated by this year’s 
Exposure lineup. From a wide-ranging 
selection of works by youths who identified 
as queer, to lectures by internationally 
renowned Canadian artists AA Bronson 
and Wayne Yung—both of whom pushed 
forward ideas of queerness in their works 
dealing with AIDS and transnational identi- 
ties, respectively—to films and lectures by 
transgendered individuals such as Gwen 
Haworth and Eli Claire, queer art appears 
to encapsulate artistic expressions dealing 
with repressed voices, usually in direct 
relation to representation in mainstream 
media and culture. 

My experience with Exposure this year 
involved curating “Hot Topic vs Wednesday 
Lupypciw,” a one-night exhibition featuring 
art work by Lupypciw, Kirsten McCrea and 
Corissa O'Gonnell. McCrea painted a series 
of 60 portraitures based on the 


into a temporary exhibition space for visi 
art installations and performance, Exposy. 
bridged the realm of queer identity poli 
with art in a very problematic manner. fy 
better or for worse, the general publi 
moved through the two floors of a black-|i 
labyrinth to view works that ranged fron 
intimate to thoughtful to challenging to 
downright wet and messy. 

No doubt, much of the audience came 
out of curiosity for the space more thay 
the art, and the space itself remain 
most powerful element of that e 
Only existing somewhere between 
and politics, the Bathhouse event be 
a spectacle for most, who arrived \, 
Camera in tow ready to gawk a! ile 
slings, stocks and glory holes. Commer 
overheard from some surprising anc 
appointing sources revealed de 
embedded homophobia and AIDS hysie 
tla, where supposed open-minded, art 
loving queers didn't want to touch the 
walls in fear of contracting AIDS. Unfor 
tunately, very few of the artists featured 
in this first Bathhouse exhibit addresser 
this perhaps expected stigma 

Still, in its unfolding, Exposure Festi 
has affirmed why polities and art need \ 
coexist: to generate different pers; 
tives, to queer our normal view poinis 
concerning every person's basic humar 
right to express him: or herself. w 


feminist/queer/activist icons in Le Tigre's 
song, “Hot Topic.” She created a work pre- 
serving and celebrating these individuals 
that have either been elevated to pop icon 
status or swept into the dustbins of history. 
Many of McCrea’s figures come from the 
1970s, so | posed the question of “What is 
Feminism(s)?” to Calgary based fibre/per- 
formance artist Lupypciw. Weaving to life 

“Beige Decade(s)” as a direct response to 
McCrea's 2-D work, Lupypciw created sev- 
eral fibre works in the style of 1970s femi- 
nist natural weavings, an art form often 
negatively relegated to the craft world in a 
traditional discipline hierarchy that favours 
painting and sculpture over forms such as 
craft and intermedia. Bringing together the 
activist icons, fiber artists, and anonymous 
women in McCrea, Lupypciw and O'Don- 
nell’s works, | hoped to pose the question of 
feminism and identity to a contemporary 
audience who, for the most part, have 
formed in a post-ism era. 


| APPROACHED EXPOSURE to present this 
show for the primary reason that the issues 
being raised by the works are inherently 
political and, framed within a queer arts 
and culture festival, | hoped the issues of 
identity would hold its own against the 
artistic merits of the work. | had similar 
expectations for the Bathhouse event, 
undeniably the show stopper of the festi- 
val, with close to 400 audience members 
packing SteamWorks on a weekday 
evening. Turning the men-only bathhouse 


Amy Fung is the author of PrairieAr 
sters.com. 
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- gee Royalbison.ca for details 


over GO vendors *« $2 ° 10-Spm 
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DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 
DANCE 


ALVARADO John L Haar Theatre, 10045-156 St, 
www.bwde.ca * /aFura; with Tania Alvarado * 
Nov 28-29 $25 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square : 


BOUGE DE LA DANCE COMPANY Dow 
Centennial Centre, Shell Theatre 8700-84 St, Hwy 
21, Fort Saskatchewan, 780.992.6400 * © Like the 5 
Fingers on your Hand © Fri, Dec 5 (7pm) 


BOUGE DE LA DANCE COMPANY Horizon 
Stage 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, 
780.962.8995 © Like the Five Fingers on Your Hand 
* Sat, Dec 6 (2pm) © Tickets available at The 
Horizon Stage box office TicketMaster 


FLAMENCO Y OLE “B" Scene, 8212-104 St « 
Flamenco dance, song, guitar and palmas # Nov 29- 
30 (7pm) * $20 by phone at 780.469.5643 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave, 
780.482.2854 * Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm; closed 
Sun-Mon and holidays ¢ EQUUS CABALLUS: 
Artworks by Jane Everett ¢ Until Nov 29 


AJ OTTEWELL ART CENTRE 590 Broadmoor 
Boulevard, Sherwood Park, 780.449.4443 © 
Christmas MarketPlace: Crafts and art pieces by the 
artists of the Art Society of Strathcona County © 

1st week of Dec © Donation for Food Bank 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.5611 « Lower Gallery: UP THE CREEK: 
eramics by Brian McArthur, glass works by 
Darren J Petersen; until Dec 20 «Di 

Gallery: VETRO GRANDE |V- PADDLE MY 
BOTTOM: Large scale team-worked glass pieces 
by artists from Edmonton's only hot shop, Glass 
Happens ® Until Nov 29 


ALLEN GRAY CONTINUING CARE CENTRE 
5005-28 Ave, 780.756.5009 * BACKYARDS AND 
OTHER NEIGHBOURHOOD TALES: Artworks by 
Gillian Willans, and acrylics by Allen Gray residents 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, 
780.459.3679 © Oil paintings by Me! Heath 


What is Theatre 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 


100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 ¢ Open Mon- 


Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu See (4-8pm free); 
Sat-Sun 11am: © ARENA: The Art of Hockey, 
Until Jan 4, ® 30 YEARS YOUNG: The 
Edmonton Oilers 30th Anniversary Showcase: 
Featuring items from moments in the team’s history; 
until Jan 4, 2009 * /MAGINING SCIENCE Until Feb 
1, 2009 © IMAGINING SCIENCE IDEA-EXCHANGES; 
Nov 27, Dec 4, Dec 11 (?-8pm); free ART FOR 
LUNCH: Exploding Pop: Warhol/Gretzky and the 
Hockey Connection a discussion with curator 
Marcus Miller in the Enterprise Square Atrium; Thu, 
Nov 27 (12:10-12:50pm); free * Free (members); $10 
{adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs}/free (Syrs 
and under)/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave, 780.461.3427 © Group show by artist 
members; until Dec 2 © Miniatures exhibit by 
various artists as well as George and Judith 
Kubac; starts; Dec 5-20 


CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-51 Ave, Stony 
Plain, 780.963.9573 © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm 
Parkland Potters’ Guild Christmas open house © 
Nov 29 (10am-5pm) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St. 
780.488.4445 © Group show ® Dec 6-20 © 
Opening reception: Sat, Dec 6 (2-4pm) 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1 Fine Arts Building, U of A, 
112 St, 89 Ave, 780.492.2081 © FROM THI 
OBSERVATION ROOM: Amie cee (MFA Drawing 
and Intermedia) and A TRANSECT—DUE EAST: 
Matthew Rangel (MFA Printmaking) ® Until Dee 6 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, basement 
of the Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 ¢ Artworks by 
Cynthia Fuhrer Through Dec 


GALLERY IS 4930 Ross St, Red Deer, 403.341.4641 
® Artworks by Susan Woolgar, solo show; until Nov 
29 © 3rd Annual Miniatures Exhibit: Group show; 
Dec 1-31; Show preview: Sun, Nov 30 (12-3pm) 


GALLERY AT MILNER Seay Milner Library 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 
* DANCING THE MAN RHYTHM: Paintings by 
Laurie McFayden; Until Nov 30 ¢ EDMONTON 
POTTERS GUILD EXHIBIT, Unti! Nov 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd FI, 10215-112 St 
780.426.4180 © Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm; Sat 12- 

4pm * Main PASSAGE: Installation by 
Elizabeth Beauchamp and Lynn Malin; until Dec 20 ¢ 
Front Room meal SOFTLY, SOFTLY: IMAGES OF 
FEMININITY: Artworks by Andrea Magnuson; until 
Dec 20 * Opening reception: Thu, Nov 27 (7-10pm, 
artists in attendance © Artist talks; Sat, Nov 29 (1pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave, 780.433.5807 « 
Christmas Show and Sale: Artworks by all the 
artists who exhibited in 2008 © Dec 1,-Jan 2, 2009 


Aroduction? 


find out more about an exciting 
) 


career behind-the-scenes! 


think MacEwan. 


Free Information Session [nu : 


December 4. 6:30 pm 
‘Room 440 [rap floor) 
10045 — 156 Sereet 

Edmonton, AB 
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* Opening reception: Dec 10 (6:30-8:30pm) 
KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 © 
Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 
10am-Spm © Featuring artworks, home décor and 
gift items. Gallery features local and world 
renowned artists of international distinction 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St, 2nd Fi, 
780.423.5353 ore Tue-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 12- 
5pm; closed: Sun-Mon and Holidays * The Fine 
Art Of Schmoozy: Live The Beautitul Night: 
Fundraiser; Sat, Nov 29 (8pm) 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.998- 
3091/780.467.7356 © eit Thu 5-9pm, Sat 10am- 
4pm ¢ MY FAVOURITE THINGS..AND 
MULTITUDINOUS MINIATURES: The Art Society of 
Strathcona County © Until Jan 3, 2009 


MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 
© Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm; weekends by appt . 
Aboriginal Veterans Display * Gift Shop © Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St, 780.407.7152 © ay Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 
Sun 1-8pm * CROSSING THE BOUNDARIES: 
Members of the International Visual and 
Performing Arts Society of Canada will display 
their works of art © Until Dec 31 


MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public Art 
Gallery) 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 © 
Open Mon-Sat 10-4pm; Sun 10-6:30pm ¢ Dan 
Bagan Drawings and paintings; Nov 28-Jan 20; 
opening reception: Sun, Nov 30 (1-3:30) 


MCMULLEN GALLERY Friends of the University 
Hospitals, U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St, 
780.407.7152 © Open: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 
noon-6pm; evenings/weekends subject to volunteer 
availability * Intemational Visual Arts: Artworks by 
members of the Intemational Visual and Performing 
Arts Society of Canada © Until Dec 31 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St, 
780.433.4390 ¢ THE TOTALITY OF ALL THINGS 
THAT EXIST: Abstract paintings by Karolina 
Kowalski ® Until Nov 30 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert, 780.459.1528 * PRINTS FROM CPR 
MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES 1885-1930: An exhibit 
from Simon Fraser University Gallery ¢ Until Dec 7 
NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 ¢ Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am- 
2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 6:30-8:30pm * NHCA 
Collective Winter Exhibition and Sale * Until Dec 23 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main Space, 
10183-112 St, 780.452.0286 © Open Tue-Sat 11am- 
5pm ¢ NOT SO BLACK AND WHITE: Abstract paint- 
ings by Frances Thomas ® Until Dec 6 


Mack wan 


www.MacEwan.ca/Production 


PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTER 10055-80 Ave * 
Come join us on Saturdays from 12-Spm for a cup 
of tea and enjoy our Designer sale 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St. 
780.702-7522, www.theportalgallery.com © 
Artworks ue Giselle Denis, Cheri Denis, and pho- 
tographer, Rocco Macri * Until Jan 10 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 
St. Albert, 780.460.4310 © Open Tue-Sat (10am- 
5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) * A BIRD IN THE HAND: 
Artworks by Cindy Barratt, Robert Dmytruk, Elaine 
Funnell and David Kerslake; until Nov 29 © 
Enchanted: Artworks by Mindy Andrews, Ilse 
Anysas-Salkauskas, Susan Greenbank, Liv 
Pedersen, Pat Strakowski and Pam Weber; Dec 4- 
23; opening reception: Dec 4 (7-9pm) 
PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 
Roper Rd, 780.427.1750 © Open: Tue-Sat Sam- 
4:30pm, Wed 9am-9pm © DOCUMENTING 
ALBERTA: Photographs of Alberta landscapes from 
the Public Affairs Bureau * Until Dec 12 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
780.453.9100 © Open daily 9-5pm © ARTE EN LA 
CHARRERIA: Examples of the craftsmanship and 
design distinctive to the Mexican cowboy; Until 
Apr 13, 2009 ¢ JOSHUA'S JOURNEY: Joshua 
Loper's first trail ride on the Chisholm Trail; Until 
Jan 4, 2009 ¢ ALBERTA COWBOYS IN ART: Until 
Jan. 4, 2009 * HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A History of 
the Elevated Foot; until Mar 8 * Government 

: Public tours Sat, Sun and holidays (11am- 
4:30pm), 780.427.2281 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St; 780.488.3619, 
Www.scottgallery.com * Open: Tue-Sat (10-5pm) « 
CELEBRATING THE SEASON: Artworks by Brenda 
Malkinson, Robert Sinclair, Martha Cole, David 
Mitchell, and Maureen Harvey * Nov 29-Dec 24 « 
Opening reception: Sat, Nov 29 (1-4pm) 


SELFRIDGE OPEN STUDIO 9844-88 Ave, 
780.439.9296, www.selfrdgeceramicart.ca * Winter 
open house: Ceramics by Carol and Richard 
Selfridge * Nov 29-30, Dec 6-7 (11am-5Spm) 


SHANTI HAIR THERAPY 10407-83 Ave * NEW 
SEASONS: Artworks by Igor Woroniuk * Until Dec 20 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 © 
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE! GRAPHICS OF THE 
BLACK PANTHER PARTY 1966-1974; Features 
Black Panther Party posters and newspaper graph- 
ics produced in the 1960s and 1970s; until Nov 29 
© A Christmas Print Affair: Dec 6-20; Opening 
night/fundraiser: Sat, Dec 6 (7-Spm) 


SPOT LIGHT GALLERY 107, 25 Chisholm Ave St. 
Albert, 780.419.2055 ¢ MOSAIC: Multimedia art- 
works by Laura Watmough; dye on rice paper, 
watercolours, oils, realism, abstracts and more; 
Until Dec 1 * RESULTS: Artworks by the Hidden 
Talent Fine Art Students; Opening reception: Dec 
6 (1-4pm) 

SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King St, 


Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 © Artworks by 
Rhonda Thurn 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St, 780.460.5993 
OUT IN THE ORDINARY: Artworks by Carol 
Johnson ® Until Novy 29 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St, www.tugallery.ca © 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm, Thu till 8pm * Artworks by 
Betty Kovacic © Until Dec 6 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS 
GALLERY A TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111 St, 
780.492.5834 © BRILLIANT STROKES: Chinese 
Paintings from the Mactaggart Art Collection rep- 
resenting the styles in China from 15th to 20th 
centuries ® Until Jan 24, 2009 © Lecture, 78th 
Century China’s Changing World View as Reflected 
in Art, by Maxwell Hearn ® Gallery tours of the 
storage and research facilities: Nov 28-29 (noon) 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.4892 © Calender Show @ Until Dec 21 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave © Ken 
Rivard reads from his book Missionary Positions; 
Thu, Nov 27 (7:30pm) ¢ Reading by poet Fred 
Wah; Mon, Dec 1 (7:30pm) 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.469.8755 © 
Story Slam: every third Wed of the month 
Christmas Carol, spoken word with John Huston; 
Wed, Dec 4 (6 or 6:30pm seating, 8pmshow); $45 
(with dinner) 


CANADIAN AUTHORS ASSOCIATION 
780.484.6801 © Effective Storytelling for Radio (and 
other media) with Jim MacQuarrie; Nov 28 (8pm) * 
More Than Words: vein Your Dream Story Reality 
workshop: Sat, Nov 29 (9:30am-4pm) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 780.932.4409 
¢ TALES. Monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell sto- 
ries or come to listen; first Thu each month * Until 
June 2009 (8pm); $3 (free first time) 


EDMONTON PUBLIC LIBRARY ¢ Stanley A. 
Milner Library: Writer's Corner: with Naomi 
Mcilwraith; Sun, Nov 30 (1:30pm) « Strathcona 
Library Edmonton Reads: Book discussion group, 
discussing Ted Bishop's book, Aiding with Rilke. 
Reflections on Motoreyeles and Books; Nov 27 
(7pm) 


TALE.S.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and 
Grill, 10475-80 Ave ¢ TALES: EDMONTON 
STORYTELLING CAFE Bewitched: open mic oppor- 
tunity © First Thu each month (7-9pm) © Pay- 
What-You-Will (min $6); info at 780.932.4408 « 
Perfect Gifts, Dec 4 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA HOSPITAL Be,,;, 
Snell Hall, Walter Mackenzie Health Science 
Centre, 780.248.1276 © Local author Todd B3})-) 
reading from his book, The Book of Stanley « 
Wed, Dec 3 (5-6pm) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 780.427 

© THE POETS’ HAVEN. Mi Night reading 5, 

persia by Stroll of Poets * Every Mon (7pm) « 
5 door * Featuring spoken word artists Jeh ().. 

Beckie Garber-Conrad, Joseph Gurba, Linda 

Jerinings, and Ronald Kurt; 1 


THEATRE 


THE ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON CRUso; 
Dow Centennial Centre, Shell Theatre 8700.9 
Hwy 21. Fort Saskatchewan, 780.992.6400 « 
Missoula Children’s Theatre * Sat, Nov 29 (9, 
ete $15 (adult)/$12,50 (senior/student)/s 
cn 


THE BLONDE, THE BRUNETTE AND THE 
VENGEFUL REDHEAD Citadel's Shoctor Thesty; 
9828-101A Ave ® By Robert Hewett. A series o( 
Monologues, seven diverse characters, all playe, 
Fiona Reid, Part of the Mainstage Series © Uni) 
Dec 7 (7:30pm, matinees 1:30pm) 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
780.433.3399 © Rapid Fire Theatre presents co, 
for the sophisticated; Runs every Sat (11pm) exceny, 
for the last Sat of each month until mid June 209 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel's Maclab Theaiy. 
9828-101A Ave @ A retelling of Dickens’ classic 
adapted by Tom Wood. Part of the Robbins Fay: 
Series * Nov 28-Dec 23 ne 1:30pm matinges) 4 
® Tickets at the Citadel box office 780.425.1829 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
780.433.3399, www.die-nastyimprov.com © Th 
Canadian Comedy Award-winning live improvised 
soap opera retums for it's 18th season, set in at 
bulent France on the cusp of the Revolution! Le 
them eat cake! Heads will roll! Directed by 
Andersen and starring some of the city's finest 
funniest performers ® Every Mon (8pm) 


EXTREMITIES Third Space, 11516-103 St « 
Guts and Guile Productions, by William 
Mastrosimone ® An examination of the relatio 
ship between a terrified victim and a mercile 
aggressor ® Until Nov 30 (7:30pm) ¢ $18 
(adult)/$16 (student/senior) at 1IX on the Square 
780.420.1757, door 


LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD Westbury The 
TransAlta Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave, 780.4 
© Fringe Theatre Adventures, Alberta Opera 
Musical Theatre for Young People * Dec 5-7 » 
Tickets available at Fringe Theatre box office by 
phone or http;//tickets.fringetheatre,ca 


OH SUSANNAI Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
780.433.3399, www.varsconatheatre.com/ 
ohsusanna ® The Euro-style Variety Spectacle ho 
ed by Susanna Patchouli and Eros, God of Love! 
Laughs! Music! Cocktails! * Sat, Nov 29 (11pm) 
Tickets at the door at 10:30pm 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 2 AND THE 
BEAT GOES ON Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 1¢ 
109 Ave, 780.483.4051 © Written and compile 
by Will Marks, a sequel to last year's hit * Until 
Feb 15, 2009 @ Tickets at Mayfield box office 
free: 1.877.529.7829 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN 2 
HANGMAN’S CURSE Jubilations Dinner The 
8882-170 St, Phase Ill, WEM, 780.484-2424 « ( 
31-Feb 1; Wed-Sat (6:30pm); Sun (Spm) 


THE RAINBOW HORSE Varscona Theatre ° 
Interactive Puppet show for children age 2-12 by 
Sandy Paddick © Sat, Nov 29 (11am) ¢ $5 


SAILOR'S SONG The Roxy, 10708-124 St. 
780.453.2440, www.attheroxy.com * Trunk 
Theatre/Theatre Network, by John Patrick Shanley 
directed by Amy DeFelice * Dec 2-14 


SEUSSICAL Arden Theatre, 5 St Anne St. St 
Albert, 780.459.1542, www.ardentheatre.com ° 
Family Series: St Albert Children’s Theatre's mu 
cal based on Dr Seuss characters * Nov 27-De 
(2pm) © $22 (adult)/$16 (child) at the Arden box 
office, 780.459.1558, TicketMaster 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-8 
Ave, 780.448.0695, www.rapidfiretheatre.c 
Rapid Fire Theatre’s weekly insane improv show * 
Every Fri (11pm) © Until July 2009 


THREE LITTLE BIRDS Catalyst Theatre. 8529 
Gateway Boulevard ® Workshop West Theatre 
Hesents this bitter sweet comedy ho 

illiams, starring Tantoo Cardinal, Clifford ‘ 
Cardinal, and Michaela Washburn ® Until Nov 3 
© $24 (adult)/$19 (student/senior) at TIX on the 
Square, door 


THE THREE MUSKETEERS Horizon Stage, 100 
Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 780.962.8995, 
LOT MnO nROS ER B.CHD ° Byulls Hall, directes 
by Jon Shields, The Horizon Players * Nov 27 
(7:30pm) * $20 (adult)/$15 (student/senior) at 
Horizon box office, TicketMaster 


THE VIP KID’S SHOW Varscona Theatre 10229 
83 Ave © A new series for children where your’? 
and old can enjoy a Variety show an Improv siio 
and a Puppet show all rolled into one * Dec a 
and 13 (11am) © $5 door cash or cheque only * 
TIX on Square 


WITHOUT YOU Timms Centre for the Arts, Mai" 
Stage, 87 Ave, 112 St, wwwstudiotheatre.ca ° 
Studio Theatre * By Nicole Moeler, Director Br 
Moss ® Nov 27-29, Dec 1-6 (7:30pm, 12:30pm 2! 
nees) © $10-$20 at TIX on the Square 
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JOSEF BRAUN / jastt@vuewestty. com 
unger for monetary gain is a 
Hoe in movies, yet there 
are scenarios in which mere 
greed falls short of supplying the 
motive. Jan Dite, a diminutive, good- 
natured Czech of plebian background, 
wants to be a millionaire. He studies 
the science, regards it as a vocation, 
something to work toward, like learn- 
ing to build a log cabin. Jan also 
wants to make love to beautiful 
women, and this too he pursues with 
a sort Of honest diligence. He goes 
into the hotel business. He bears wit- 
ness to tremendous spectacles of 
jecadence. He showers ladies with 
zentlemanly adoration, paying hom- 
age to their beauty by decorating their 
naked bodies with fruit. His actions 
read as essentially harmless, if indif- 
ferent to the world around him. That 
is, they would read as harmless, were 
Jan's career not contemporaneous 
with the rise of the Third Reich. 
Based on Bohumil Hrabal’s novel, I 
Served the King of England isa 
very dark comedy rendered with a 
very light touch. Tracking Jan’s unin- 
tentional development as Nazi collab- 
orator—he falls in love with a German 
who can only screw with a picture of 
Hitler beaconing down at her—the 
film warns against political apathy, 
yet Jan remains essentially serene in 
his attitude, even oblivious. Rather 
than feel the burden of having been a 
collaborator, as he looks back on his 
life, he seems largely burdened by 
nostalgia. Told mostly in flashbacks 
nite with wordless comic sequences 
equal parts Buster Keaton and Busby 
Berkeley, Jan’s played as a young buck 
by the nimble Ivan Barney, while the 
older, penniless Jan is played by 
Oldrich Kaiser. The actors do not look 
especially alike, but the dual casting is 
inspired. The balance of similarities 
and differences provide a rich sense 


of time's weathering of the body and 
spirit 


Jiri Menzel is probably best known — 


lor Closely Watched Trains, which won 
the 1968 Oscar for Best Foreign Film. 
\t Was Menzel’s debut, and the first of 
several adaptations of Hrabal. He was 
28. I Served the King echoes Closely 
Watched Trains not only in theme and 
‘one but also in poetic gesture. 
Menzel, now 70, is in fact an 
exceedingly humble guy, looking back 
on his extraordinary career as a direc- 
tor, writer and actor as one long 
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stroke of good luck. Yet, despite his 
rusty English, he’s eloquent about 
what defines his approach. “It is not 
possible to talk about history without 
real human beings,” he explains. He 
spoke to Vue over the phone from 
Prague. His bone-dry humour cracked 
me up repeatedly. I've tried to tidy his 
responses enough to read fluidly 
while still giving a sense of his partic- 
ular cadence. 


VUE WEEKLY: What drew you to this 
material? Why now? 

JIRI MENZEL: 1 have been very interested 
in Czech history, in the nature of the 
Czech character. And I found that we 
Czechs we are very flexible. We 
adapted to the Austrian Empire, to the 
German occupation, to the Russians. 
We seem able to collaborate with 
anyone. It's a bad thing. We need to 
reflect on our history, on who we are. 
Mr Hrabal’s work is an education in 
this. For many centuries now, we 
Czechs are heretics. We believe in 
nothing. We are skeptics. Our goal is 
only to survive. This is not good 


VW: There is here, as elsewhere in 
your work, a striking juxtaposition 
between the sweeping events of his- 
tory and those of an ordinary individ- 
ual’s daily life. . 

JM: If 1 can understand everything you 
say, I would agree. 

[Both laugh] 

VW: Would you describe yourself as 
politically active? 

JM: No, I'm not political at all. To be 
that way you need to be very concen- 
trated, very strong. I'm not so strong. 
No. 

VW: But your films have prompted 
strong responses from those who 
hold political power—and those seek- 
ing political commentary, 

JM: Yes, but I would like the viewers of 
my films to leave the cinema without 
feeling that their minds have had 
political statements imposed on them. 
Probably later, the viewer can locate 
some political connections in his 
mind, but | don’t like to approach 


these things directly. I just want to 
wake up the questions, of morality, of 
relationships with others, of responsi- 
bility. | want only to wake up the 
questions, not give lessons 


VW: This is your sixth adaptation of 


Hrabal’s fiction. Is there something 
special in these books that speaks to 
your sensibility? 

JM: 1 like his work, as you know, but 
this film happened simply because the 
studio owned the rights and offered 
me the job. | was happy to have the 
chance, but it was not my initiative 
Hrabal for me is very close because of 
his humour, and he is for me one 
writer who can describe man and do 
so without anger. Even the worst 
qualities in man he describes with 
elegance. Hrabal is not angry like 
much modern literature, which tends 
to be very pessimistic. Mr Hrabal is 
full of humour and love. 


VW: There is in your films an emphasis 
on work and, in several cases, how to 
avoid it—did you ever have ambitions 


to do something other than work in 
film and theatre? 

JM: You are suggesting | held look 
for another appointment? 

VW: /Laughing} No. No, | was just won- 
dering if you ever had other ambitions 
for your career than those you pur- 
sued 

JM: | wanted to be a journalist because 
my father was a journalist, But when I 
was 15 I started to read the newspa- 
per regularly and found the job was 
not for me because the newspaper 
was full of lies. This was the Commu- 
nist paper. So | escaped this fate and 
flew off to the theatre. From 15 to 20, 
I wanted to work in theatre as a direc- 
tor but I wasn’t accepted in theatre 
school for a lack of talent. I tried to 
work in television, which | thought 
might need new workers that didn't 
have so much talent. | applied to the 
schoo! for film and television and was 
given a chance there, 


VW: Are there particular films that 
made an impression‘on you when you 
were young? 


JM: In high school, I had a chance to 
regularly attend screenings of man 
classic movies. In one week | could 
see all of Chaplin’s movies, in anoth- 
er, all of Renoir's. 1 was able to see 
many great movies made from the 
silent era, from France, Germany and 
the United States, and they becathe 
part of my aesthetic. | was lucky 
because in film schoo! f was not able 
to see many movies from the West. 


VW: Have you felt like you've been 
able to make the sorts of films you 
wanted to make? 

JM: 1 took it as my profession. | have 
never had the feeling to be an artist. | 
have respect for the man who takes 
his work as his profession. I don't like 
art. Many artists are very far from 
ordinary people. My duty from .tge 
start, my decision, was to do every- 
thing for my neighbours. My father, 
you see, was a very educated man. An 
intellectual, very wise. My mother 
was a tailor. She was an ordinary 
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a broad, heavy 
e face of a man thor- 
ide. The London he 

p, grey and bone-chill- 
irs his trench coat tucked up 
‘a blanket, and puts away 
‘bottle o whiskey a day. He has no 
Lion little as he can get 
a menial clerical job 
fe library for the Candahar Institute 
or Psychical Research, where he works 
longside a pretty, confident young 
pman. She explains to him what lycan- 
hropy means in a weirdly sexy way that 
uggests he might just be some sort of 
werewolf, and she likes the idea. What 
atters, perhaps, is that he is so clearly 
omeone other than he claims to be. It 


avies, and it really works. 
- But I'm jumping ahead. The Spy Who 
Came In From the Cold (1965) actually 
begins with Alec Leamas (Richard Burton) 
stalking Checkpoint Charlie, waiting for a 
nan to cross overon a bicycle. A tense, 
Salie-esque piano plays over the barbed 
ire, flood lights and brick. Things won't 
go well. The photography is black and 
ite, and this Berlin seems to have for- 
gotten about things like trees—this is 
gne Cold War movie that looks irre- 
deemably cold. Leamas will soon be back 
in London, where he visits Control (Cyril 
usack} and takes a new assignment that 
ill keep him “out in the cold,” pretend- 
ig to defect in a ploy to turn one German 
intelligence agent against another. The 
brief period of work at the library was 
only meant as a fleeting ruse, but Lea- 
mas unexpected connection with Nan 
Claire Bloom), who, in a tidy bit of dra- 
atic irony, is a card-carrying communist, 
will complicate that. We know how these 
things go. It’s a spy movie, and thus per- 
petually mired in the forbidding causality 
at comes with the milieu: everything 
omplicates everything. Everyone is a 
pawn of some sort. 
John Le Carré's third novel, released two 
years previously, was a sensation, de- 
glamorizing the world of intelligence just 
as Bond was cashing in at the box office, 


may just be the starkest romance in, 


yet so brimming with intrigue, brutality and 
human frailty, courting our appetite for dirty 
little secrets, that no one bothered to 
notice how wildly bleak it was. At least 
until they saw Martin Ritt’s movie of it, 
which failed to startle in the same way, 
though it earned Oscar nods. But The Spy 
Who Came In From the Cold is now avail- 
able in a deluxe two-disc edition from Cri- 
terion. | just saw it for the first time, and 
what can | say? I'm startled, truly. Ritt, who 
also made Hud ('63), Hombre (67) and 
Norma Rae ('79), may not have a reputation 
as a master stylist, or even a master of 
anything in particular, but here, in collabo- 
ration with cinematographer Oswald Mor- 
ris, production designer Tambi Larsen and 
editor Anthony Harvey in particular, he pro- 
duced something of marvelous texture and 
specificity. It's transfixing. 


BURTON, WHOSE Leamas now reads as 
part of the formula that gave birth to 
Daniel Craig's Bond, may brood to excess 
for some—including, reportedly, Ritt—yet 
the character's near-suicidal desperation, 
his immersion in his soul-crushing voca- 
tion, lies at the very heart of the story. 
And morose as Burton is, the overall 
gloom is greatly tempered by Bloom, so 
charming and smart, whose every nuance 
is so exactingly turned. She’s the sole 
woman in the movie, as well as the sole 
outsider to Leamas’ world, and she’s near- 
ly its only source of warmth. Yet Oscar 
Werner, just a few years after Jules and 
Jim (62), plays Fiedler, a Jew in German 
intelligence with a massive grudge, and 
also possesses a certain air of inner life 
and excitement. And he also connects in 


his way with Leamas. Cusack, too, is won- 
derful, vampiric in his stillness, and so 
very English. So the cast inhabits rather 
than simply populates this world. 

Ritt's method of taking it all in includes 
a great deal of God's eye views to height- 
en the alienation, balanced by two-shats 
that constantly emphasize the coded 
Negotiations taking place in smallish 
rooms. The camera prowls, always 
Lamps hang from chains in one location, 
from thorny antler-like mounts in another, 
all dangling with portent. There are beau- 
tifully timed fades to black, like the one 
near the start where Leamas sits with un- 
sipped tea in hand in Contral’s office 
Near the end there is a superb, ambigu- 
ously menacing exchange of gazes 
between Leamas and the ex-Nazi Mundt, 
and it’s after this exchange that we begin 
to understand how the whole narrative 
builds to a point of proving Nan’s ideolog- 
ical distinctions meaningless just as it 
completes Leamas’ moral perdition 

A highlight among Criterion’s supple- 
ments is a new interview with Le Carré. He 
speaks very engagingly and has an endear- 
ingly refined way with gossip, stories about 
screenwriter Paul Dehn, who, matching Le 
Carré’s own background as a British agent, 
was once a professional assassin; about 
Ritt’s difficulties with Burton and how their 
antagonism might have been unconsciously 
planned by both of them so as to turn up 
the tension in the film. Le Carré’s reflec- 
tions on The Spy Who Came In From the 
Cold only deepens the film's intrigue, and 
has me intrigued to read more of his work 
Look for a review of A Most Wanted Man 
in next week's Hopscotch. v 


_ Alberta’s leader 


a“ 


al Nurse Diploma 


in heat care education 


Health Care Aide 
Certificate 

* High employment rates 
* Great job opportunities 


FILM 


“THE FUNNIEST MOVIE OF THE YEAR! 


VINCE VAUGHN AND REESE WITHERSPOON 
ARE TERRIFIC. THE PERFECT HOLIDAY TREAT!" 


"FOUR CHRISTMASES’ 
IS A HILARIOUS 


Witherspoon 


| LANGUAGE MAY OFFEND. 
~& me "| COARSE LANGUAGE : 


www. fourehristmase: 


COMEDY.” 


Vaughn 


5.com were alilance 


Call 780-644-6000 


Your Quest for 
a Career starts here. 


NOV 27 - DEC 3, 2008 


wusweemy J 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
RTL 5 SP UL ST TES 2 200 
ATE CEE LC TE 


Ce... NOV 27- DEC 1 


sssescceceseece SHAKESPEARE ON SCREEN: seesmececesscese 


The Hievehant 
of Venice 


seseeeSec [MUASDAY NOV 27 nr] PM Seeeaeseeeeres: 


“JIRI MENZEL’S EPIC COMEDY. 
A LIVELY AND AMUSING SATIRE.” 


“Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Ke! 


RAUNCHY ‘MERRIMENT!" 


NEW YORK OBSERVE! 


Tserved the 
ap king of England 


Le day A film by Jiri Menzel 


FRI, SAT & MON. 7PM > FRI, SUN & MON. 9:15 PM 


fisikt METRO DIGITAL SHORTS 


A SATURDAY ar 9:30 PM 


Roney camer 


ae 


UNDAY . ar7:00 PM 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Motre operates with the » 


Conseil des ants Founide ation 
du Canada A ihe Arts 


support of 


Eg Canada Council 
<> forthe Arts 
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FILM 


QUICK REVIEWS 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


FOUR CHRISTMASES 

DIRECTED BY SETH GORDON 

WRITTEN BY MATT Ee ae WILSON, 
JOHN LUCAS, SCO 

STARRING VINCE wi is WITHERSPOON 
wok 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweokly.com 

What's more liberating—breaking off 
contact with family over the holiday sea- 
son to reserve the much-needed vacation 
for oneself, or toughing out dry mashed 
potatoes and afternoon board games to 
reap the hidden, soul-searching benefits 
of facing up to one’s caregivers, siblings, 
et cetera? Truth be told, there are no easy 
answers. For relationships in a commu- 
nicative. slump, the trauma of awkward 
hugs and sleeping arrangements provides 
a much-needed confrontation with our 
past. But holding your ground and skip- 
ving off somewhere tropical for a week of 
snorkelling and hot sex also has its mer- 
its, especially if your family treats you 
like shit and you don’t believe in God. It’s 
uncertain which side of the fence Four 
Christmases, a timely though lukewarm 
cup of cocoa to boost yuletime spirits (or 
celebrate the lack thereof), lands on. 


GARNEAU 
th 


CAPSULES 


Most of all, unsuspecting New York 
couple Brad (Vince Vaughn) and Kate 
(Reese Witherspoon) believe in each 
other. They live together, but project no 
interest in marriage or children—hence, 
the lack of desire to go home to San Fran- 
cisco to visit their divorced families and 
discover what domestic thrills they miss 
out on. A trip to Fiji is in the works, their 
plane set to depart from San Fran, though 
a foggy day cancels all flights and lands 
the couple on the local news as an exam- 
ple of disappointed, upper-middle-class 
tourists. So word is out that the kids are 
in town with a Christmas day to spare, 
and suddenly a visit to each household 
becomes mandatory. 

Brad and Kate adopt a safe word— 
mistletoe—in case they need to book it 
due to the psychological pressure of family 
togetherness. It comes in handy, from 
Brad's stubborn drunk father (Robert 
Duvall) and UFC fighter brothers to Kate's 
evangelical mother (Mary Steenburgen) 
and baby-factory sister (Kristin 
Chenoweth), even though the couples own 
egotism fails to test as true as their roots. 

What appears an intriguing roster of 
events in Four Christmases results in as 
much fun as watching an impromptu 
Christmas play by pint-sized nieces and 
nephews. Brad and Kate's smug indiffer- 
ence to conventional romance is a protest 
long overdue, suiting Vaughn's oafishness 
and Witherspoon's sexy-bitch-in-heels 
routine until the second act. Each festive 
gathering is written with the same 
urgency to ditch as the protagonists, leav- 
ing in the dust several captivating per- 
formances by Duvall, Sissy Spacek and 
Jon Voigt (each an Oscar winner, along 
with Witherspoon). What's funny or not is 
hardly an issue, especially if your egg nog 
latte has an extra shot of rum—alas, 
mine didn’t; the real meat is whether or 
not Brad and Kate's eventual compromise 
is the same kind of conservative yield 
that makes us worry how the Obamas 
will fare in their new house. 


TRANSPORTER 3 

DIRECTED BY OLIVIER MEGATON 

WAITTEN BY LUC BESSON, ROBERT MARK KAMEN 
STARRING JASON STATHAM, NATALYA RUDAKOVA 
ke 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

Frank Martin (Jason Statham) is still 
transporting. | don’t mean that in any fig- 
urative sense. Of course he'd just as soon 
be fishing or dozing to big screen golf in 


STOREFRONT CINEMA . 


NOV 29, 7-10 PM 


STONY PLAIN ROAD, 151-154 STREET 


political commentary; 


warmth to your winter's night. 


REET, EDMONTON FAVA CA 
OX4 - 780 429 1671 . 


ALM 


Evening stroll like none other ... cinema in the 
streets; black and white vintage footage; colourful 
experimental 
animated story telling. It’s a great night to get out, 
appreciate the arts and bring some community 


# . 
e une Ca FA roiigarion C 


film; and 


his luxury hideaway, but his reputatio, 
a kung fu-fighting super- Smuggler | 
too great to leave him in peace. j,, 
waste-managing scumbags fronted } ;, 
American with bad facial hair ang (») 
omless resources (Robert Knepper, «, 
ably sub-James Woodsish) kidnap 5 
and force him to transport once agai 
Frank's adorned with a big me;;, 
bracelet—should he stray more tha, 
short distance away from his car, jh. 
bracelet will blow him to bits. His 
is the freckly, sex-kitten daughter of the 
Ukrainian prime minister (Nataly 
Rudakova). She's got a bracelet 
which is to say their accessories jn; 
She digs it when he kicks ass. He |i< 
her knowledge of Euro-cuisin: ep 
guesses what'll transpire between oy, 
tugged hero and this pouty party gir| 

The Transporter movies are scripted | 
Besson and Robert Mark Kamen. Besson's 
the workaholic producer/writer/director with 
the pom-pom hair, famous for La Femme 
Nikita, The Professional and The Fifth £) 
ment. Kamen wrote The Karate Kid 
be grateful they inject the franchise wi 
some entertainment value if nothing else 
The plot mechanics are invariably 
car crashes through Frank's wall: m 
arrive, usher the bloodied driver into the 
ambulance and speed way without ever 
Noticing the passenger spread out in the 
backseat. Frank escapes a watery grave by 
inflating some plastic bags with air from the 
car's tires; when he and the car safe 
emerge in their makeshift dingy, | 
behold, the tires are full once more and the 
car ready for action. No one’s fooling anybody 
here. The dumbness is almost a selling point 

If only the suspicrously monikered 0! 
er Megaton could direct Transporter 3 
with efficiency, or something like compe- 
tence. He composes the simplest scenes 


«from 25 shots when maybe three would 


serve. The movie's a visual mess and 
unlikely as it sounds, even confusing. !t 
doesn’t help that Rudakova's innocent 's 
mostly just annoying. Or that the fight 
scenes shamelessly recycle ideas from the 
previous films. But we always have 
Statham, that great underachiever of con- 
temporary movies. Granted, the guy must 
work incredibly hard to be able to do al 
those martial arty sequences, using 1's 
jacket, shirt and tie as grappling tools so 
as to make the fights a sort of slapstick 
striptease. But has no one taken this per 
fectly charming, clearly talented and 
unusual actor and offered to find him 4 
new agent? Has no smart casting directo’ 


ay ora ee oars 


€dmonton 


i THU, DEC 4, 201 
Se sae ag 8 BS 


how meets Inspector 

and Otis, only the audi- 

neant for is too young to draw 

mparisons. Boltis about a celebri- 

it ( by John Travolta), who 

stars ina hit of the same name. He 
anded that ro 


as Penny's pet because 
Id actor voiced by another 
Cyrus) owns him. 

So engulfed in his role as a super dog 
aving the world with his technologically 
advanced partner, Bolt runs off set 
searching for Penny when he’s told by the 
evil cat of the even more evil Dr Calico 
‘(Malcolm McDowell) that his owner was 
‘idnapped. Nobody told him it was just 
an act. ; 
That's how this movie rips off the first 
-wo movies in my comparison, but it's not 
until Bolt teams with Mittens the cat 
(Susie Essman), and tries to find his way 
home from New York to LA, does it recall 
the third. 

Bolt is charismatic in its goal to get us 
a happy ending by all means necessary, 
as is expected in any family movie. But 
the actions that are set to bring him home 
are tired. Hopping a speeding train or 
sneaking into the back of a U-Haul—the 
vagabond pets do it meeting the foreseen 
obstacles of falling off and getting back 
on. The travel feels like it's in jeopardy 
only once when they're swept up by ani- 
mat control. 

Thankfully, the fun of the movie is not in 
the action-packed animation, but the 
laugh-packed dynamics between a mega- 
lomanic dog, a smarmy cat and a TV- 
addicted hamster named Rhino, the only 
believer of Bolt’s abilities. The laughs work 
on a level that is simple enough for chil- 
dren but witty enough for adults. The story, 
however, is all childish, and it’s what 
makes this a less-than-average release for 
Disneys computer animation team. 

‘I'm sure Disney knows this, too, other- 
wise, how else would you explain a 
release date awkwardly apart from both 
the US Thanksgiving and Christmas 
weekends. It like it's missing something 
huge, something outside of the story ... 

Very quickly it's obvious that this is 
not a Disney and Pixar joint venture. 
Even if you arrived too late to notice the 
absence of Pixar's animated desk lamp, 
the predictability of Bolt and its cruise- 
controlled plot are blatant. Everyone 
who saw Finding Nemo remembers the 
“singly gm uring points that 
took Nemo from 


: doint A to B. | know it's 
unfair to hold every Disney animation to 
the same standard of a family classic, 
but careful plotti ‘originality are 


animations from the trite works of 
Dreamworks and Fox. And Bolt feels like 


itwasmade bythe latte. = 
eg. t ‘ 
CONTINUES OM NEXT PABE 


what's supposed to separate the big D's 


.; E 
All showtimes are subject to 
change at any time. 

Please contact theatre to confirm 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:30 

MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:30 

HEAVEN ON EARTH (144A, 
coarse language, violence, mature 
themes) 

Film Club night: Dec 4 is 7:30 


CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 


120 Ave 50 St. 780-472-9779 


YUVVRAAG (Hindi W/E.S.T,) (PG, 
coarse language) 

Daily 1:00, 4:25, 7:45 

SEX DRIVE (18A, crude content, 
sexual content) 

Fri-Sat 10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thu 
10:00 

CITY OF EMBER (PG) 

Daily 1:20, 4:10, 6:55 
QUARANTINE (184, gory 


scenes) 

Fri-Sat 2:05, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00, 

+ 12:05; Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:30, 
10:00 

ROCK N ROLLA (14A, coarse 
language, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45, 
12:00; Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:35, 7:10, 
9:45 

NICK AND NORAH'S INFINITE 
PLAYLIST (PG, coarse lanquage) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30, 
11:45; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:45, 7:15, 
9:30 

IGOR (PG) 

Daily 1:50, 4:05, 6:45 
LAKEVIEW TERRACE (14A, 
coarse language) 

Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55, 
12:15; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:40, 7:20, 
9:55 

GHOST TOWN (PG, coarse lan- 


guage) 

Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:30, 7:25, 9:50, 
12:10; Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:30, 7:25, 
9:50 

BURN AFTER READING (14A, 
violence, coarse language) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:25, 6:50, 9:20, 
41:30; Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:25, 6:50, 
9:20 

STEP BROTHERS (144A, coarse 
language, not recommended for 
children, crude content) 

Fri-Sat 9:40, 12:00; Sun-Thu 9:40 
THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, vio- 
lence, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:20, 7:40, 11:20; 
Sun-Thu 1:10, 4:20, 7:40 
MAMMA MIA! (PG) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:35, 
41:55; Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 
9:35 

WALL-E (G) 

Daily 1:30, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2235 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 12:15, 1:10, 2:40, 3:50, 
5:15, 6:50, 8:00, 9:40, 10:40 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50 
ROLE MODELS (144, crude con- 


tent, coarse juage) 

Daily 1:50, ny 7:20, 10:05 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
ap 8A, sexual Nees ; 
coarse wage, crude con' 
Daily 4:20, 10:1 

CHANGELING (14A) 

Daily 12:50, 7: 


BOLT (G) 

No Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 
12:40, 2:50, 5:20, 7:45, 10:15; 
Tue 2:50, 5:20, 7:45, 10:15; Reald 
3D: Daily 12:00, 2:15, 4:40, 7:10, 
9:35; Star and Strollers Screening: 
Tue 1:00 


TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
No passes 12:45, 1:40, 
3:40, 4:30, 6:30, 7:20, 9:30, 


10:30 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 
No passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 
12:30, 1:30, 3:00, 4:10, 5:10, 
6:40, 7:55, 9:00, 10:20; Tue 
12:30, 3:00, 4:10, 5:10, 6:40, 
7:55, 9:00, 10:20; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
pias may offend) 

lo passes Daily 12:20, 2:30, 
4:00, 6:20, 8:30, 10:00 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:50, 10:35 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St. 780-496-8585 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 12:20, 1:00, 3:20, 4:00, 
6:30, 7:00, 9:30, 10:00 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Daily 11:50, 1:40, 2:20, 4:10, 
4:30, 6:45, 9:15 

ROLE MODELS (14A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 

Fri-Wed 1:45, 4:45, 7:45, 10:15; 
Thu 1:45, 4:10, 10:15 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: 
SENIOR YEAR (G) 

Daily 1:30 

ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO (184A, sexual content, 
coarse language, crude content) 
Dally 4:25, 7:40, 10:20 

MUNK DEBATES (STC) 

Mon 4:45 

DEATH NOTE Il: THE LAST 
NAME (14A) 

Wed 6:30, 9:45 

CHANGELING (14A) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:40, 3:45, 
6:50, 10:15; Mon 12:40, 6:50, 
10:15 

BOLT (G) 

No passes Fri-Mon, Thu 1:20, 
3:50, 6:50, 9:20; Tue 3:50, 6:50, 
9:20; Wed 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:20; 
Reald 3D: Daily 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 
7:20, 9:50; Star and Strollers 
Screening: No passes Tue 1:00 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 
1:15, 3:30, 4:40, 6:40, 7:10, 7:30, 
9:50, 10:10, 10:30; Wed 12:30, 
1:15, 3:30, 4:40, 7:10, 7:30, 
10:10, 10:30 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

No passes Fri-Mon, Thu 12:10, 
12:50, 2:40, 3:40, 5:00, 6:50, 
7:50, 9:40, 10:30; Tue 12:10, 
2:40, 3:40, 5:00, 6:50, 7:50, 9:40, 


10:30; 
3:40, 5: 
10:30; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

No passes Daily 1:00, 2:00, 5:00, 
6:30, 9:00, 10: 

TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 

Daily 1:10, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10 


10200-102 Ave, 780-421-7020 


TWILIGHT Se violence) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Daily 12:40, 3:35, 6:40, 9:25 
BOLT IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D 


(G) 

ia Presentation, No passes, 
Reald 3d Daily 12:45, 3:15, 7:00, 
9:20 

ROLE MODELS (14A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Tue, 
Thu 1:00, 3:20, 6:45; Sat-Sun 
6:45; Wed 1:00, 3:20 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (114A) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:55, 
3:25, 6:55, 9:35 
THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 
(PG, not recommended for young 
children, coarse language) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 9:10 
AUSTRALIA tea violence, lan- 
guage of 

mel Dolby Stereo Digital 

Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:10 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 


offend) 

DTS Digital Daily 1:10, 3:30, 6:30, 
9:00 

TRANSPORTER 3 (i4A) 


ie Digital Daily 1:15, 3:50, 6:35, 
DON CARLO - VERDI! (OPERA) 
(Classification not available) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 1:00 
DEATH NOTE II: THE LAST 
NAME (14) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Wed 7:00 


4211-139 Avo, 780-472-7600 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:45, 9:10; 
Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10 
ROLE MODELS (144, crude con- 
tent, coarse lanquage) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25; Sat-Sun 1:25, 
4:25 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Fr, Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:50, 7:20, 
9:30, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 
6:50, 7:20, 9:30, 9:50 

poly IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D 
(G) 

No passes, Digital Presentation Fri 
4:40, 7:00, 9:20; No passes, 
Digital Presentation Sat-Sun 2:10, 
4:40, 7:00, 9:20; Digital 
Presentation Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:00, 
9:20 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes Fri 3:50, 4:20, 6:35, 
7:05, 9:15, 9:40; No passes Sat- 
Sun 1:10, 1:40, 3:50, 4:20, 6:35, 
7:05, 9:15, 9:40; Mon-Thu 3:50, 
4:20, 6:35, 7:05, 9:15, 9:40 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 4:50, 6:40, 
7:10, 9:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
2:20, 4:00, 4:50, 6:40, 7:10, 9:00, 
9:35 

AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 4:30, 
8:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:30, 8:00 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:45, 7:15, 9:45; 
Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


960145 Ave, Camrose, 780-600-2144 


AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

Daily 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:45 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 


offend) 

Dally 7:20, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:20 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:55, 9:15 

BOLT (G) 

Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 
MADAGASCAR 2: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Sat-Sun 2:15 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780-416-0150 


BOLT (G) 

No passes Fri 4:50, 7:10, 9:40; 
Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:10, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:40 


Fri 3:30, 4:30, 7:00, 7: 
10:15; Sat-Sun 12:30, 1 
4:30, 7:00, 7:45, 9:30, 10:15; 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 7:45, 9:30, 10:15 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Fri 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
4:15, 4:10, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
6:40, 9:20 

ROLE MODELS (144A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 

6:30, 9:10; Sat-Sun 

:40, 6:30, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
i :10- 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

No passes Fri 4:15, 7:40, 10:10; 
Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:15, 7:40, 10:10; 
Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:10 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 


No passes Fri 4:40, 8:30; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 4:40, 8:30; Mon-Thu 8:30 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 

Fri 4:20, 7:05, 10:00; Sat-Sun 
12:40, 4:20, 7:05, 10:00; Mon- 
Thu 7:05, 10:00 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes Fri 3:45, 4:45, 6:45, 
7:30, 9:45, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:15, 
1:10, 3:45, 4:45, 6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 
me Mon-Thu 6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 


8712-109 St. 780-433-0728 


THE BOY IN THE STRIPED 
PAJAMAS (PG, mature themes, 
disturbing content) 

Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


| __ GRANDINTHEATRE —_‘| 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert, 780-458-9822 


BOLT (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:05, 5:00, 6:55, 8:40 
TWILIGHT (PG) 

Daily 1:30, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

No passes Daily 12:30, 2:15, 
4:05, 5:55, 7:45, 9:35 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 1:15, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20 
MADAGASCAR 2 (G) 

Dally 12:55, 2:55, 4:40, 6:30, 8:30 


| —sLEDUC CINEMAS —_ CINEMAS 


720-352-3922 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
Daily 7:10, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
3:35 

AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan 
guage may offend) 

Daily 6:30, 9:25; Sat-Sun 12:30, 
3:25 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:55, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:55, 
3:30 

BOLT (G) 

Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
3:20 


METRO CINEMA 
9828-1014 Ave. Ci 
TRO-425-9212 

SHAKESPEARE ON SCREEN: 
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 
(14A, mature theme) 
Thu 7:00 
EL VALLEY CENTRO (STC) 
Wed 8:00 
KRAMER: SCENES FROM THE 
CLASS STRUGGLE IN 
PORTUGAL (STC) 
Sun 7:00 
WHAT WOULD JESUS BUY? 
W/ WORKERS OF THE WORLD 
RELAX (STC) 
Thu 7:00, 9:00 
| SERVED THE KING OF 
ENGLAND (STC) 
Fri Sat 7:00; Sun 9:00; Mon 7:00 
9:15 
MOSTLY WATER PRESENTS: 
METRO SHORTS (STC) 
Sat 9:30 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


120 Century Grossing, Spruce Grove, 720- 
972-7382. Serving Spruce Grove, Stony 
Plain; Parkland County 

AUSTRALIA (PG. violence, lan- 
uage may offend) 

Bay 7:30; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:30 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 

crude content, language may 

offend) 

ban 6:50, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 

1:00, 3:05; Movies For Mommies: 

Tue 1:00 

TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 

Dally 7:10, 9:25; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 

4:10, 3:20 

BOLT (G) ‘ 

Daily 7:00, 9:05; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 

12:45, 3:00 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Dally 6:45, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 

12:55, 3:30 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 

Daily 7:05, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 

12:50, 3:10 
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MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Daily 6:55, 9:00; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 
1:05, 3:15 


10357-82 Ave. 780-433-0728 


RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
(14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 
HEAVEN ON EARTH (14A, » 
coarse language, violence, mature 
themes) 

Sat-Sun 1:00 

TELL NO ONE (14A violence, 
coarse language, nudity) 

Daily 6:45, 9:15; Sat-Sun 3:30 


“ SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 780-444-2400 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Daily 12:45, 1:30, 3:45, 4:30, 
6:45, 7:30, 9:45, 10:30 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Daily 1:00, 4:00, 6:40, 8:50 
ROLE MODELS (144, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 

Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (G) 

Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A 
PORNO (18A, sexual content, 
coarse language, crude content) 
Fri-Wed 1:50, 5:00, 7:50, 10:30; 
Thu 1:15, 4:00, 10:30 


BOLT (G) 

No passes Daily 12:00, 2:30. 
4:50, 7:20, 9:40 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 


s Fri-Tue, Thu 1:15 


6:30, 9:30; Star and Strollers 
Screening; Wed 1:00 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

No passes Fri-Sun, Tue, Thu 
12:10, 1:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:10, 
6:50, 7:40, 9:20, 10:10; Mon 
12:10, 1:10, 2:40, 3:40, 5:10, > 
7:40, 9:30, 10:10; Wed 12:10, 
2:40, 3:40, 5:10, 6:50, 7:40, 9:20, 
10:10; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Wed 1:00 
AUSTRALIA (PG, violence, lan- 
guage may offend) 

No passes Daily 2:00, 6:30, 10:00 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 

Daily 1:40, 4:45, 7:45, 10:20 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111. Ave, Groat Ad, 780-455-8726 


QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
OTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:45, 7:00, 
9:35 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Fri 6:40, 9:25; No passes, Dolby 
Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:35, 6:40, 9:25; Dolby Stereo > 
Digital Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:25 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 
7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:15, 
7:15, 9:45 

TRANSPORTER 3 (144) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 
9:15; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:25, 6:50, 
9:15 


| _ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


TB0-352-2922 


FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 


offend) 

Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:05, 
3:15 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:55, 
3:35 


BOLT (G) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
3:20 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
3:25 
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| They’ve been to the outback, the backcountry, 
the bush, the ballet, camping, hiking, 
trekking, paddling, dancing, drinking, 
dining. They've been downtown, 
uptown, on the town, the playground, 


the dog pound, Motown. They’ve 
been on the ice, on the rocks, 


walked many city blocks. 


And they're just 
getting started. 


The Chisel Toe 
Available in 
Brown and Black 


Pull on comfort since 1870, 
www.blundstone.ca 


Campers Village - 10951-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave - 780-439-1637 
Kunitz Shoes - 837 Saddleback Rd - 780-438-4259 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 780-489-5616 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 


ENTER TO WIN... 


WIN A SIGNED 
DOUBLE VINYL LP 
LITTLE HONEY CD, 
«PLUS A LITTLE HONEY 
CANDLE AND 
MATCH BOOK. 


SEND YOUR NAME AND 
DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 
TO LUCINDA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 11160) f¢ 


UTTLE HONEY 


FILM CAPSULES 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


DIRECTED BY CATHERINE HARDWICKE 

WRITTEN BY MELISSA ROSENBERG, STEPHANIE MEYERS 
STARRING KRISTEN STEWART, ROBERT PATTINSON 

* 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vuaeweekly.com 

The latest Hollywood cocktail is Twilight. 
Mix 150-proof Victorian romance with some 
HP (Harry Potter) sauce, add a dash of Mun- 
sters humour. Girl meets boy, finds out boys 
a super-strong, super-fast vampire doing his 
best not to ravage her (in a bad way), they 
fall in love, and she's welcomed into his 
immortal, “we do our best not to hicky peo- 
ple to death” family while some less 
human-kind vampires lurk in the shadows. 

This is some hard stuff to swallow, let 
alone sink your teeth into. Director Hard- 
wicke gets lost early, somewhere on the 
road from dry, suburban Phoenix to wet, 
rural Washington State. That's the move 
Bella (Kristen Stewart) makes to be with 
Dad while Mom is on the road with her 
new husband. 

Once she notices super-pale Edward 
Cullen (Robert Pattinson}—who would- 
n't? he looks like Chris Isaak in mime 
make-up—the movie lingers for about an 


COVER 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33 


woman. So I decided to do films for 
people like my mother, but at the 
same time, they needed to be films 
that I would not be ashamed to show 
my father. It’s not so easy. 


VW: Have you found filmmaking to be 
a radically different experience during 
the communist and post-communist 
periods? 

JM: For me, nothing's changed with 
regards to what I choose to do. I don’t 
see a big difference between the films 
1 made in my youth and those | make 
now. Politics have had no influence 
on the content. The only difference 
now is that financially it’s not as easy 
as before. Now there is no ideological 
censorship, but it’s harder. 

VW: I guess now you have economic 
censorship. 

JM; Exactly. 


VW: The performance style of J Served 
the King seems indebted to silent 
comedy and physical theatre. Is it dif- 
ficult to find film actors who can 
embody this style? 

JM: No. I probably have a good feeling 
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hour on the couple's longing looks at each 
other. Hardwicke tries to jack up the ther- 
mostat with close-ups instead of relying 
on the actors to build the heat. But the 
story is all unrequited, tempestuous pas- 
sion, as if a beast made up of 19th-centu- 
ry novels suddenly rose from the dead for 
a two-hour limp through the 21st-century 
Pacific Northwest. You don’t need a stalk- 
ing bloodsucker's sharp nose to smell 
author Meyer's Mormonism reeking from 
the story, and the many unexciting scenes 
of the teen lovers talking, not daring to 
kiss yet, would at least make some sense 
in any burg in the Bible Belt. 

But the chasteness between the leads 
drags on. Stewart ends up regularly 
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EXCLUSIVE 


THE FULL STORY'S ONLIN 
AT VUEWEEKLY.CO 


chewing her lip, twitching or stuttering 
her yearning develops into a worrisom. 
tic. Once Edward comes out to his |3,, 
love, he, along with his disturbingly ic}, 
white brood, can at least stop being Sc) 
sorhands-ish in his quirks and stiff spea) 
ing. He's not much of a tortured, bad. 
Byronic hero, though. 

Hardwicke never builds any suspense 
slo-mo shots and music video-like sce, 
are anemic. Scenes of the Cullens makin 
dinner or playing baseball fall betwe,. 
funny-strange and funny-creepy: acti, 
scenes are boringly superhero-ish. (4, 
guess what? Pepper spray is about 
effective against a prowling vampire 3 
toothpick against a shark. There goes 
garlic-grenade plan.) The conclusio 
pleas for a sequel are almost as bald ; 
Bella’s sorry clinging to Edward. 

Bella’s swoon into helplessnes 
Twilights bitterest aftertaste. In a mo 
now the highest-grossing by a female 
director, adapted by a woman from a 
woman's young-adult bestseller, the her 
ine becomes obsessed with surrend, 
and submission to a man constan(\y 
tempted to kill her. That's one sucked-up 
subtext, and it defangs the story's romar 
tic tension because, by the end, Bella 
passive there seems no blood left in he 
for anyone to drain. w 


Do 


TEEN TERRORS 


/ BY BRIAN GIBSON 


"Teens felt so much like freaks in 


their schools, in their homes, 

right deep down in their bones, 
that their bodies did change — 
into vampires and werewolves.” 


about personalities. | prefer that films 
convey information without words. It 
may be because in my youth I saw 
many foreign movies without subti- 
tles. I tried to understand just from the 
eyes and movements of the actors as 
a way of reading what's inside. To this 
day, I don’t like too much talking in 
film. 


VW: J Served the King is often charac- 
terized as bittersweet. I read a quote 
from you somewhere recently | really 
liked: “It is bitter because it is Czech.” 
1 wonder if you could elaborate on 
that. 

JM: [Laughs] Well, thanks to this film, 1 
know our character better. It is not 
very sweet. | mean, I am happy to be 
Czech. | have to be proud to have this 
nationality. But I think any man has to 
look at himself with different eyes. 
And it’s the same for our country. It’s 
good to read books about what the 
Germans think of Czechoslovakia, or 
the French or the English. It’s impor- 
tant to not be blind to our history, and 
I tried to get a little bit of it in this film. 


VW: Of all the great Czech novelists of 
the last 50 years or so, Milan Kundera, 
whose novels are nothing if not both 
bitter and comic, seems to be the 


most enduring as an international fig 

ure. Have you considered adapting his 
work? 

JM: [Laughs] | asked him many years 
ago. One of my colleagues wished to 
make a film from one of his books 

and, because Kundera was my 
teacher, I was in contact with him 
But after The Unbearable Lightness 0/ 
Being he decided that no more films 
would be made form his work. | asked 
him nice, but he was very determined 
“Even you cannot do anything from 
my work,” he said, So I said to him 1 
will wait for the moment when you 
need money.” He said, “So long a5 !'™ 
alive, | won't need that money.” He !s 
funny, but I like him. He’s a very nice 
man. He taught us comparative litere- 
ture. He was very clever. He taught us 

what is the difference between Czech 
literature and that of other countries 


WW: You never considered being ? 
novelist? 

JM: I'm lazy for it. 

VW: [Laughs] But making a movie 's 
really hard work, no? 

JM: Well, yes, but you are surrounded 
by people who work with you, wh? 
help you. Like a team. You just tell 
them what to do and they do it. It’ 
kind of nice, actually. w 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


ith Martha Wainwright's 
very personal, often tor- 
tured, songwriting, there’s a 


certain question that keeps popping 
up: if things in her life keep going in 
the direction they're going—happy 
marriage, a musical identity out from 
the shadows of her Wainwright- 
McGarrigle linage—what is she going 
to write about? 

“You don’t want to sound tedious, 
but at the same time it’s important as 
an artist to respond, to reflect the mood 
of the times in which we live,” she adds 
“You can't deny that there are things 
happening. So I'll pull my head out of 
my butt and have a look around.” 

It has already started to happen 
Last year, she recorded “Sing” with 
Annie Lennox and 21 other female 
singers to raise HIV awareness, and 
Wainwright recently joined a group of 
other artists—from Feist to Beatbox 
Schlomo—on a tour of Greenland 
with Cape Farewell, an organization 
aimed at provoking a cultura! 
response to global warming. 

It's a trip Wainwright hasn't had a 
lot of time to reflect on yet, as she 
started this current tour immediately 
after, but she knows that it was an 
experience she won't soon forget 

"There was a totally different sense 
of time and space and who you are 
on the planet as just one being— 
which is basically a nothing. Which is 
a great feeling in many ways, 
because then, you jump into the 
opposite thing on the road, which is 
this completely self-absorbed reality,” 
she explains. “It’s this strange reality 
that is, | think, sometimes how peo- 
ple feel—that everything revolves 
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Li 
—) 
=, | MARTHA WAINWRIGHT 
ce | WITH BRIAN BORCHERDT 

on | MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE $25 

around them and at the same time 
they're completely nothing.” 


WAINWRIGHT SPENT a tot of years try- 


ing to be something, trying to find her 
Own voice in a musical dynasty (she is 
daughter to folkies Loudon Wain- 
wright If and Kate McGarrigle and 
sister to Rufus). She left Montréal for 
New York as Rufus’s career began to 
explode, and although much of her 
experience came from singing with 
her mother, aunt and brother, her 
2005 self-titled debut set the tone 5 
a talent that had to be reckoned with 
After its release, Wainwright want- 
ed to try her hand at a pop record 
which ended up being last summer's 


cheekily titled J Know You're Married. 
But! Have Feelings Too 

‘| don’t think that I could go much 
poppier than this,” she says. “I wanted to 


make a pop record for the 
record, but | wanted to do it ins 


nd 


cha 


way where the material was really 
strong, and I don’t think that it's very 
light at all : 


“Both records are very reflective of 
the time in which they were made and 
so | think that this record was perfect 
for me, because it’s been kind of ahap: 
pier time for me in some ways ... hhad 
been on the road for three years and 
you get exposed to different music 
doing big festivals and things and it 
was just the mood,” she adds. “Proba- 
bly the third one will be, you know, 
much more depressing again.” v 


If it ain’t broke 


Sylvie tweaks its lineup and starts up again 


SRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
ough Sylvie has been a band 
for over a decade in one form 
or another, the last two years 
has heard nary a peep from the Regi- 
na-based group. Sylvie hadn't gone 
on tour, it hadn't put out a record, and 
for most bands it would be safe to say 
that.a two-year break would mean 
that the band was, well, broke. 

But not so. While you might have 
thought Sylvie was gone, the truth 
was that the group was just taking a 
dit ofa break, working on some songs 
and welcoming a few new members 
into the fold. According to guitarist 
and vocalist Joel Passmore, that’s just 
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WITH THIS CIVIL TWILIGHT, THE SWEATER CON- 
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the way the band works. 

“We're all comfortable going home 
and not jamming or writing for how 
ever long it takes for us to feel like 
jamming or writing,” he says over the 
phone as the band prepares to drive 
into the ferry that will take them to 
Vancouver Island for a string of 
shows. “We still have a lot to accom- 
plish and we keep moving forward 


and we're all comfortable with each 
other and the way that we all live.” 
The band’s most recent album, 
Trees and Shade Are Our Only Fences, 
was recorded with Jawbox’s J Rob- 
bins, a hero to the band. While the 
prospect of meeting and recording 
with someone the whole band held in 
such high esteem was daunting at 
first, Robbins’s professionalism and 
work ethic ensured that the band had 
no time to consider their nervousness. 
“Working with J was a dream come 
true for all of us. He's a genius when it 
comes to anything musical it seems. He 


played in a lot of great bands and pro- 
duced a lot of amazing records and as 
soon as we got there we hit the ground 
running and got right into it,” explains 
Passmore. “I was nervous but it didn’t 
take long for all of us to get focused. 
He’s an amazing producer in terms of 
keeping everyone positive and on track 
and give amazing performances.” 


THE NEW ALBUM also saw the band 


welcoming two new members—key- 
boardist Erin Passmore, Joel's sister, 
and drummer Jeffrey Romanyk. 
According to Passmore, the addition of 


new members changed the dynamic of 
the band to some degree, but the band 
and the new members were already 
familiar with each other so integratiqn 
was ultimately no big deal. 

“Jeffrey, he toured with us when we 
put out [previous album] An Elecwic 
Trace, but he didn’t actually play the 
songs on the record. But all the songs 
on this record he was actually 
involved in. He brings a different 
energy to the songs, a different drum- 
ming style and that had an effect right 
away,” Passmore says of the new 
drummer, before discussing the addi- 
tion of his sister. “It was a band deci- 
sion—I maybe suggested it at first and 
we tried it out and we were cauticss 
to make sure it would work. She’s 
super talented at anything she tries 
musically and it made sense because 
we all know her and know her abili- 
ties and she had been on tour with us 
as a merch person before, so she 
knew what she was getting into,{t 
was a really smooth addition.” w 
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10551-32 Avenue {Upstairs} 
730-432-5053 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 


FPANWVN SHOR: 
NO COVER AFTER 1AM 


LIPHI 


) 10551 82 twhytel Ave. 
wow pawmshoptive 


SATURDAY NOV 29 


MERVYN ALB 


THE ORDER OF CHADS / STRYKER 


SATURDAY DEC G 


SALLY'S KRACKERS 


THE SECRET ARIES 
RED RIVER / CO-FILOTS 


FRIDAY NOV 28 


PORTA 


NO HEAT TOMORROW / LIPHT 


CowoNM orpn 


a e* 
a portion of every ticket goes to 
prostate cancer research 


FRIDAY DEC 5 


DOWN THE HATCH / THE OMEGA THEORY 
DUDLEY DAWSON 


FREE BEFORE 10:00PM 
$10_00'AFTER 10:008™ 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 780.478.2889 
OB E-MAL GLERYS AT 


DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 Pt 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLE CHAIR CAFE The Suitable 
Men; donations 


BLUES ON WHYTE Trevor Finlay 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude: 5- 
10pm. 


DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 

DVB Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 
LAKE Open Mic Nights Ist and 3rd 
Tho every month: 6:30-8:30pm; open- 
mic@deadmansdog.com 

EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
Thursday hosted by Kicks and Thrill 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open jam, 
6:30pm 

HULBERTS Michael Reinhart 
{Montreal singer-songwriter), Jason 
Wiltzen; 8pm; $10 {door} 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
LB'S PUB Open jam with Ken: 
Skoreyko; Spm 

LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 
MURRIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano); 8- 
10pm 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE The 
Barra MacNeils Christmas Tour; 7pm; 
$30 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Quest 
For Fire (Toronto, ex Deadly Snakes), 
Gutterawl (Calgary), Michael Rauit, A 
Pale Blue (Vancouver) 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S Soul Beat Revival 


SALISBURY GREENHOUSE 
FARMERS MARKET Slow/bum; 4:30- 
8pm 

STARLITE ROOM Mj. Something 
Something. The Soulicitors, 
Polyrhythm Excitement Club: 8pm 
(door: $10 (door) 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Together 
again... BEATPARTY-+Joy One: house 
party hosted by Rudy Electro; 10pm 
URBAN LOUNGE The Dreadnought, 
guests 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy {Ringo 


YARDBIRD SUITE Anna Beaumont: 
(CD release, Keep on Walking); 
7:30pm; SOLD OUT 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL An Evening of 
Opera Scenes: Staged by the Opera 
Workshop; Spm; $15 (adult}/$10 (stu- 
dent/semior) at TIX on the Square, 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, efectro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on three levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight. DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DUS WAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 
Lin BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} 


as with 0.) Demian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/éance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays 


ALD Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 


USIC WEEKLY 


DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown, 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin: 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K. hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electra with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
Thursday at 9:30pm followed by 
Electroshock Therapy with Dervish 
Naz Nomad and Plan 8 (electro, 
retvo) 


ON THE ROCKS Selssholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to New: 
Classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am:; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays; breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurday 
with org666: 

SUEDE LOUNGE Smooth Soulful 
House with DJ Nic-E very Thursday 
TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro 
Pop, Indie Rock end Roll 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 0.) 
Degree and DJ Generic 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AXIS CAFE The Sty Life 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Kris Demeanor 
with Chantal Vitalis; $15 (with dinner) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Trevor Finlay 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Scott 
Cook (fegqae-inspired roots folk): all 
ages; 7:30-9:30pm; $5 (door) 
CASINO EDMONTON Bella Rouge 
(variety) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
{Carribbean} 


V8 TAVERN Live music every Fri; 
Spm; $5 

EDDIE SHORTS Bemard and the 
Invitations (blues): 7:30pm; $30-$36 
at Festival Place box office 
780.449,3378, TicketMaster 


FESTIVAL PLACE The Wamior 
Gospel Band; 7:30pm; $30-$36 st 
Festival Place bax office, 
TicketMaster 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: Herky Cutler, 6-9pm; $5. 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Lis2 Nicole 
Grace with Megan Callin (pop/folk}; 
8pm 

HILLTOP Mr. Lucky (blues/roots); 
Spm-Tam; no cover 

HULBEAT'S Samare Sedmak, 8pm; 
$10 {door} 


IRISH CLUB Jam session; 8pm; no 
cover 


WORY CLUB Duelling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and quests 


SEFFREY'S Randall MacDonald (a 
jazzy Christmas); $10 


JEXYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday. Headwind (classic pop/rock); 
Spm; no cover 


MACLAB CENTRE-LEDUC 
Christmas Special: Terry McDade and 
the MeDades: 8pm; $30 {adulti/$25 
ior) at TIX on the Square 


MIURRIETA'S Terry Jorden (piano); 8- 
10pm 

MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE De 
Vonder, end the Mitts 


O'BYRNE'S Mourning Wood 
ON THE ROCKS Oxy Oxmunds 


PALACE CASINO (WEB) Robin 
Kelly 


PAW SHOP SONIC Band Of The 
Month: Portal, with No Heat 
Tomorrow, others 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
COMMUNITY HALL The Northern 
Lights Folk Club: Rob Heath (One 
| More Osy Above Ground, CD release): 
7:30pm (door), Spm (show): $18 (adv 
at Acoustic Music Shop, TIX on the 
Square, Myhres Musicl/$Z2 (door). 
proceeds to Doctors Without Borders 


MUSIC 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Eilan Jewel 
Band; 8pm; $17 at TIX on the Square 


‘SHERLOCK HOLMES 

MALL Patsy Amico 
and Brian Gregg Trio with Moses 
Gregg on bass (roots); 8-12: no cover 


‘STARLITE ROOM Local Showcase: 
All Shaded Squares, All Else Fails, 
Mark Me For Dead, A Kid Named 
Texas; Spm (door); $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Miss Understood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Sylvie 
with This Civil Twilight. The Sweater 
Contest, Tim Gilbertson; Spm; $10 
(door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy Ringo 
X-WRECKS PUB Slowbur; 8-12am 


YARDBIAD SUITE Hob Thompson: 
{CD release event), 8pm (door), Spm. 
{show}; $12 (member)/$16 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL An Evening of 
Opera Scenes: Staged by the Opera 
Workshop; 8pm; $15 (adult}/$10 (stu- 
dent/senior) at TIX on the Square, 
door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Steve Bell 
with the Edmonton Symphony 


Orchestra 
DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91,7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
DJs spin Wooftop and Main Floor: 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indie, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro; 
Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk 
and Ska from the “60s 70s and “80s 
with Fathead: 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


CHROME LOUNGE Platinum VIP 
Fridays 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and ‘70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERELDA’S Ezies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DU 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ‘60s soul with DU 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D: no cover before 
10pm: $5 (after 10pm} 


GINGUR Ladies Room: with Bomb 
Squad, DJ OB the Teacher 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday- 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, Ou Fuuze 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE friday. 
DJ Anarchy Adam (punk) 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am: no cover 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB The first bar for 
the queer community to opan ina 
decade with Du's Alexx Brown and 
Eddie Toonflash: Spm {door}: $5 
www playnightelub.cs 


RED STAR Movin' on Up Fridays 
indie, rock, funk, Soul, hyp hop with 
DJ Gatto. OJ Mega Wattson 
ROUGE LOUNGE Solice Fridays 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DU Lugee Morrison; 1-£:30pm 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
Request with a mix of Retro and 
Disco; 7-10:30pm. www. sports- 


STOLLIS Top $0, R&B. house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


TEMPLE 1.6.1 Psydays: Spm every 
2nd Friday with the Techno Hippy 


Crew and weekly quests 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony. 


Girls. DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE THEATRE AMNW (CO 
release), All Else Fails, Above the 
Ashes, Hitler and the Juice, Farewell 
to the Sunset; 7pm; $15 (incl AMNW 
CD and free swag from the other 
bands} 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: live acoustic music every 
Saturday afternoon; this week The 
Provincial Archive; 46pm; no cover 
BLE CHAIR CAFE U-22 {night of 
young performers); Robert Mulder, 
Kaley Bird, The Juice; $20/$15 (with 
dinner) 

BLUES ON WHYTE Saturday 
Aftemoon Jaime Trevor Finlay 
{evening} 


CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 7:30- 
10pm; free 

CASINO EDMONTON Bella Rouge 
(variety) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Catalyst 
(Carribbean) 

CENTURY CASINO Barney Bentall; 
Tpm; $29.95 at TicketMaster 

DV8 TAVERN Live music every Sat. 
Spm; $5 


EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
PLAIN Saturday Live Music 


EDDIE SHORTS Bemard and the 
Invitations (blues) 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Open stage 
Saturdays hosted by The Love Shove 
and guests; 1pm (door), 2-6pm (show) 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Dr. Zoo 
(folk/reggae/Cattic/rock): 8pm 


HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/mic host- 
ed by Sally's Krackers; 3pm 


HULBERT'S Slowbim; 8-10pm; $10 
{door} 

IVORY CLUB Duelling piano show 
with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and Erik 
and guests 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday opan jam, 
3-7:30pm; country/rock band 9pm- 
2am 

SEFPREY'S Devin Hart (contemporary 
jazz $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{classic pop/rock; Spm; no cover 
LB'S PUB Molsons Saturday open 
stage every Saturday afternoon hast- 
ed by Gord Macdonald; 430-9pm 


MURRIETA’S Terry Jorden (piano); 8- 
10pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The 
Dirtbags, Prisoner Cinema, 
Messiahlator, Depopulate 


ON THE ROCKS Ozzy Ozmunds 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Robin 
Kelly 


PAWN SHOP Movember Mata 
Mayhem: Stryker, Mervyn Albin, 
Order of Chaos, The Bogue Brigade; 
Spm (door); $10 fadv) more at door 


‘SHERLOCK HOLMES 
PUR-CAPILANO MALL Patsy Amico 
and Brian Gregg Trio with Moses 
Gregg on bass (roots); 8-12: no cover 


STARLITE ROOM Sox With The City, 
The Madigans, Hostile Hero, Doors 
Spm. $10 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Miss Understood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Wil 
Belcourt, The Martingales, Sleepless 
Nights; 9pm; $10 {door} 


WILD WEST SALOON Billy Ringo 


YAADBIRD SUITE The Throvciown: 
Brenen Brothers Band; 8pm {door}, 
Spm (shows $18 {member//$22 
(guest) st TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Lady of the 
‘Moon (Cantonese Opera) Presented 
by the Institute of Cultural Parforming 
Ars 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH Ho 
Comes: Concordia Christmas Concert 


Concordia Schoo! of Music. Co; 

Choir, Ringers, Community Chor) 
High School Choir; 7:30pm; $19 

{adult}/$8 (student/senior} at 11 
the Square 


McDOUGALL UNITED cHUAci 
Ariose Women’s Choir; 8pm: § 
adultl/$10 lady senior/studen) 31 : 
‘on the Square; $15 (adult door 
{senior/student door) 


STANLEY A. MILNER THEATRE 
Ensemble Mujinushi with perforr, 
artist Gerry Morita; Reinhard yon ¢ 
{background music) and Gerald s1 
Maiir (poetry); 8pm; $15 and $i9 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARN P10); 


Porchlight: Captain Tractor, 1 
info at 403-767-9007 


DJS 
———— 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
‘Soundwave 


Menace Sessions: alt 
fock/elactra/trash with Mi 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men o 
free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Asrowchaser 

DELUXE BURGER BAR fare ‘60: 
‘and ‘70s progressive rock, 
Slectronic Indie with Joe! Ri 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop 
house, mash up 

ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Eve 
Sata different theme 
FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
DJ Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} 


Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


Morrison, Nestor Delano, An Rl 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle Saturday 
‘DJ Groovy Cuvy and quests 

NEW CIty LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturday. Punk Rawk Saturdays with 
Todd and Alex 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Sat 
‘Suck with Greg Gory and Bi 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturday 
breaks electro house with Pl residen 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock. 
hop, and electro with Du Hot Phill 
‘and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival metal nigh 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATIN 6 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline ai 
Skating Disco: Top 40 Requ 


STOLUS OM WHYTE Top 40. 128 
house with People’s DJ 


‘SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Underground House with DJ Nic-E 
every Saturday 

TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Every S 
Cobra Commander and gue 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Stomp 
with GOMP; 9pm. 

WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and los 
bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release Satuiay 
Jo 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sunday Brunch 
Rosatte Guitar Duo; donations 
BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT Jim 
Head (guitar) 

BLUES ON WHYTE Sean 
and the Brigadiers 

EDDIE SHORTS Live music oper 
Stage jame 7pm; no cover 
DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Celt 
Music Session, hasted by Ken-Lyr" 
wicker, 4-7pm 

HULBERT'S Sunday Night Mic host 
ed by Rhea March; 7pm; $5/pe's" 
minimum charge: featuring Tyle* 
Butler on Nov. 30 


HYDEAWAY All Ages Art Space 


\BNTER SANDOR 


Thanks to surging downloads and the fact 
that the availability of a wide range of 
music over the Internet has assured that 
tastes are no longer dictated by hit radio, 
it is common to see an album top the 
Canadian charts with just a few thousand 
units sold. 

But that certainly hasn't been the case 
for Metallica's Death Magnetic, which 
sold hundreds of thousands of copies in 
its first week of release in North Ameri- 
¢a—numbers comparable to the pre- 
downloading era—and has been going 
strong ever since that opening week. It is 
selling in numbers comparable to hit 
albums of the “80s. 

in Canada, it sold 81 000 copies in its 
first week of release. In the US, it’sold just 
under 500 000 copies. Those are riduculous 
numbers by today's standards. In contrast, 
the band’s St Anger album sold just 


e ‘em all 


g’s only fun when it’s not your stuff 


380 000 copies in America in its first week 
of release. Yes, the band’s physical sales 
actually went up in a time when more and 
more people are eschewing albums, choos- 
ing instead to pick and choose songs off of 
iTunes. Death Magnetic is Metallica's 
biggest album since Load sold 680 000 
copies in its first week back in 1996. 

Now, why oh why has Metallica man- 
aged to hold onto its sales while pretty 
much every other band in the world has- 
n't? The first reason is the demographic. 
Study after study shows that metalheads 
still buy CDs and prefer them to down- 
loads. We all remember the metalheads 
in high school who held onto cassettes 
well after the rest of us had moved to 
CDs. Now, that group is sticking with 
physical formats rather than downloads. 

But the second reason, and | know this 
one will generate some anger, is that 
Metallica did something back in 2001 that, 
at the time looked very arrogant (and, in 
truth, probably was arrogant). The band 
went after Napster when illegal download- 
ing was still in its fledgling state. Metallica 
took a lot of flak from fans for being the 


rich guys who dared care that a few of 
their songs were being shared by fans. 


IN HINDSIGHT, it was the smartest move 
the band made in the past decade, just 
ahead of finally deciding to move away 
from making boogie-rock albums with 
Bob Rock at the helm. Despite all the 
negative blog entries and perceived fan 
rage at the time of Metallica vs Napster, 
the band held onto its market share. It 
conditioned its fans to think that their 
favourite band would not stand for illegal 
sharing. And, those fans are still willing 
to plunk a few bucks down for the new 
albums. While there were some very loud 
critics of Metallica's willingness to take 
Napster, and downloaders in general, to 
court, there was obviously a silent majori- 
ty who shrugged and accepted the band's 
actions—and even accepted its reason- 
ing. There may have been more who 
were convinced to at least not pirate 
Metallica's music 

It makes you wonder just how differnt 
the music industry as a whole would be 
today if more bands took the chance of 
pissing off their fan bases by being as 
aggressive in going after piracy as Metal- 
lica was. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of ue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


Lenny B and the Cats; 4:30pm ‘til 


whenever 


Jeriten ('60s, 70s, “BOs guitar}; 2- 


4pm 


Doeg Hoyer and iam Trimble Albarta Concert Band concert, 2pm, 
Sonqwriter's Circle, 7:30pm, tickets at the door, TIX on the Square 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Great Big McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH He 
Soa: Spm; $45.50-$58.50 at Comes; Concordia Christmas Concert 
TicketMaster Concordia School of Music, Concert 
{00° LOUNGE Jam byw. Choir, Ringers, Community Chorus 


and High School Choir; 3pm; $10, 
{adult)/$8 (student/senior) at TIX on 
the Square 


OW-THE ROCKS Shocker Sndeys | OBENTSON-WESLEY URITED 
Kidde CHURCH Brick by Brick: A Benefit 
OSCAR'S PUB stage Sundays Choral Concert, Cantilon Choirs; 3pm; 
hosted by. Poo ath of Captain $12 (adult}/$10 (student/senior) at 
Trector, 8-11pm TIX on the Square, door 
‘ST JOSEPH’S BASILICA 
FLOWER SCHOOL Greenwood Singers: evening of read- 
Linte Flower Open Stage ings and hymns for Advent and 
Christmas; 7:30pm; $10 at St 
SECOND CUP-126 STREET Don Joseph's College, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE [rickstor 
Coyote-Lightning Elk Edmonton 
Youth Orchestra, Tara-Louise (violin). 
3pm; $15 {adult\/$10 (students/sen- 
ior) at TIX on the Square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Foyal 
Canadian Anillery Band, in support 
of Make-A-Wish; 7:30pm; $10 


and SONIC 102.9 FM present DJS 
Unquitous Synergy Seeker, quests 

CLASSICAL Industry feck iy pe Improv, 
abeATON AL nrenvat | mete 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main Floor 
Got To Give It Up; Funk, Soul, 
Motown, Disco with OJ Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressiva and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

GINGUA Ladies Industry Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
‘Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night Requests with DJ Bo 


\WUNDERBAR Sundays 0J Galatea 
‘and XS, quests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live music monthly; no 


cover 
BLUES ON WHYTE Alex and TNT 
DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE, 


‘SHELL THEATRE George Canyon 
Christmas Tour; 730pm; $52.50 
{adult}/$49.50 (sentor/student) 


HYDEAWAY A! Ages Art Space: 
CISA presents: Ramshackle Day 
Parade; 7pm 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Grant 
MacEwan College, Big Band Concert; 
730m; $10 {adult)/$8 (student/sen- 
or) at TIX on the Square 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 
Martha Wainwright; 7:30pm; $25 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald (altemating): 9pm-12am 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Noon, Student Recital Senes featur- 
ing students from the Department of 
Music; 12pm; free 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
The Many Moods of Christmss 
Greenwood Singers, and the U of A 
Faculty of Education Handbell 
Ringers, Jeremy Spurgeon {organ), 
Helen Stuart (piano); 8pmrc $20 


{adult}/$18 (student/senior) at TIX on 
the Square , door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Awake 
Psaltary and Horp. The Kings 
University College Concert Choir, 
Chamber Choir, Community Chorus, 
Melanie Turgeon (conductor); U of A 
Concert Choir, Evelyn Pfeifer (conduc 
tor); Bom; tickets at Winspear bax 
offices, 780.428.1914 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Service Industry Night; no minors; 
Spm-2am. 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor Eclectic Nonsense, 

Contederscy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saundars 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House. 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am- 
2:30am; interested guest Dus inquire 
at kally@michert.com; karaoke with 
Tizy, amateur strip contest; 9pm: 
12am 


FILTHY MecNASTY'S Matai 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 

FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 
NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE 
Monday; Daniel and Fowler (eclectic 
tunes) 


° Ate 
7) ONE DAY LATE 
BEYOND ADDICTION 


KEYSTONE + JCL + 
SONIC 102.9 PRESENT 


UBIQUITOUS 


SYNERGY 
SEEKER 


HECTOR FEGTOR 
AND GUESTS 


CD RELEASE SHOW 


Sani JEAN t 
STEPHANIE BOSCH 
MARTIN KERR 


° zh * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, pe 58-9856 8 create 


= /VENUE GUIDE 


10425-82 Ave, 780-439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 780-418-6332 * BLU! 
ON WHYTE 10328-82 Ave, 780-439-3981 * BOOTS N 
780-488-6636 « CAMROSE RESORT. 
(2464-153 St, 780-424-9467 ¢ CHRISTO! 
CLIFF'S PUB 8214-175 St » CLUB 9 1032 


INVOCATION 
Castle Downs 180-472-7696, 11606 Jasper Ave, 780-454-9928 * DU) 
re OVETAVERN.com ECO. CORE Vino at Moe ser EDDIE SHORTS 107 13-124 St, 780-453-3663 » EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM 


WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 780-486-9494 » FEST! 
i MCNASTY’: 780-916-1557 * FLUID 
HY Go 'St 70.9004 20 FR SSH START Riverbend So, 780-433- 


FOUR ROOMS ESI ) 
9623 + FUNKY BUDDHA 1024182 Ave, 780-433-0676 » GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780-488-4841 * GINGUR SKY. 15505-118 Ave, 780-913-4312/780-953, 
3606 » HALO sper Ave, 780-423-HALO * HAVEN SOCIA\ 


Ww) 


NYE SHOW! CHAMPAGNE AND PARTY FAVOURS! 
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JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB and 
PIAI 


4308-50 St, Leduc * 
2900-114 StU of A NEW CITY 1008 


BORHOOD 180-439-9485 # 
$i 780-485-1717 « PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave. U fais, 780,492:0814 « INDI 
G EEN 
380-428-0625 « RENDEZVOUS PUB 149 St * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St =| eee WL/HOUGE LOUNGE out-117 St,780-482-5253 © 


(GREENHOUSE FARMERS 
10044-113 St, 780.492.7681, ext 231 
45 2336-124. Si rab asi 7078 Yrs noe PU! 

420-0848 N PLAZA Ti! ‘Awe, 780-988-8105 * STOLLI’S 2nd FI, 10368-82 Ave, 
| . 


| Hota 1 727 
St Boat ae8 ge 


8120-101 St, 760-436-2286 ‘* X-WRECKS PUB 9303-50 St 


NO BAR gadenlens Hotel, 11727 Kings Be A 
AND GRILL 1107 Peonrned Fi. East * LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, Tee ee * MA TRE 

Y NDOGT Jasper ‘Ave, 780-413-4578 + NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780-439-8006 * NORTH 
‘O'BYANE’S 10616-82 Ave Tena eee ON THE eee ies im 


‘ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave * RED STAR 
9624-74 Ave, 720-439-2442 « ROBERTSO 

Se STANT AND LOUNGE NOde-S2 ‘Ave, 780-437-0231/7 10-1625 * SECOND CUP-124 
MALL Capilano Mail, North Entrance * SIDELINERS 
13710-104 St * STARLITE ROO! 


78 © TAPHOUSE 9020 Mckenny Ave, St. Albert. 780-458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis 
UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780-428-1099 * 


Lt . 6-44 2 
780-426-5381 (pub)/780-429-5081 (rest) * 
10209-100 Ave, 26 if ae AEP 780- 


L 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd FI. 
* LEVEL GAB 


r Ave, 780-482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGH- 

SOUTH Wee eraser 11-106 
17 Ave * 5 
AVE 11607 Jasper ; ii 


12 ROSE TENSE Teo ae 
RAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave * ST. JOSEPH’S 
PUB 11018-127 St 
ABLE BOOM or Ouse PU T1012 scpor Ave 
Ari yt taon se 
IRS 10028-102 St, 780-994-3256, vwwew.yatter- 


| nour cote VESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert 780-459-0295 


MUSIC 


TUPELO HONEY 


MURDER CITY SPARROWS ee" 
CLOSE ATTENTION Rg@UDyDI-053) 


AT TICKETMASTER AND TRE URBAN LOUNGE & 


Jager Shots 


ALL NIGHT! ALL NIGHT! 


NOV-27 - DEC:3, 2008 
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Grime and reason 


How grime music fits into the holiday season 


BACKLASH BLUES 


= 

2) 

= ADLAND PEMBERTON 
foland@vueweekly.com 


The hustle is on. Christmas is officially 
one month away as of the publication of 
this article and that means you're likely 
being inundated by marketing right now 
in some capacity. You might not even be 
aware of the altered cityscape of brighter 
lights or the ambient jingling of bells 
anchored to your typical mall walk, but 
Santa is coming for you and everyone you 
love. Not for milk and cookies, but for 
your recession-hit piggy bank. And the 
music seems to be the first step towards 
making you more suggestible. 

Halloween candy and costumes, while 
carrying an inflated price when compared 
to value, are not forced on me with an 
accompanying soundtrack of “Monster 
Mash” and “Somebody's Watching Me™ by 
Rockwell. | am an active participant in Hal- 
loween. | want to buy into the perceived 


fun of being different for one day and 
indulging in the evils of Jolly Ranchers. 

Valentine's gifts, cards and candy are 
largely promoted through social obligation, 
in that you are a bad significant other if you 
don't show someone how much you care 
about them on a specific date (the other 364 
days don't matter, of course). Still, hearing 
Whitney Houston warble about how love 
will save the day has no bearing on whether 
or not | get my girlfriend a Build-A-Bear, | 
just want to make sure my person isn’t left 
out. Christmas music, however, has a more 
direct effect and influence on sales. 


IN A CASE LIKE this year's unseasonably 
warm fall season, | wouldn't necessarily 
think | was getting that much closer to 
Christmastime if it weren't for the aes- 
thetic changes made by businesses to 
solicit sales from me. | was seeing fake 
plastic trees erected on November 1, with 
instrumental, hollow jingle music being 
piped through the corridors of Commerce 
Place. It's disorienting and it leaves me 
uneasy about our country’s economic sta- 


bility, as in, “How worried are they 
leads me to the question: Why dc 
holiday musie actually mirror the (; 
Or spirit of the time being celebrat. 
If it were up to me, the Gap wow 
playing UK grime and dubstep in De, 
ber, but | guess that’s why I'm not may, 
er of the Gap (yet). Current grime ¢ 
“Ina Di Ghetto” by Wretch 32, Gher. 
Badness has the foreboding, blood; 
Snow vibe many Edmontonians can 
to, an icy take on urban paranoia y ; 
Panoramic synth pads and fake sty», 
almost sonic commentary on the 
parent nature of government interye; 
It could've been called “All | Wan; 
Christmas is to be Safe on the Road 
Either way, the song feels like walking 
@ mountain, even in our barren, Corm 
McCarthy wasteland of a town. Darkn: 
something people should get used 1 
holiday season. We won't avoid snow for 
er and it won't be here forever either. ¢ 
ing Is natural and | think dark music i 
important to Christmas as gaining wei 
and getting drunk with your relatives. w 
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FRI, NOV 21 / THE OLD WIVES 
/ NEW CITY 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Alex and TNT 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stoge with Chris Wynters 

LB’S PUB Ammars Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night Spm-Tam; featuring guest 
Danny Cole; hosted by Mark Ammar 
and Noel (Big Cat} Mackenzie 


OBYAWES Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 


SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 
mic every Tue; 8-10pm 
SECOND CUP STANLEY MILNER 
UBRARY Open mic every Tue; 7- 
‘Spm 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Disturbed, Egypt Central, Art of 
Dying: all ages; 8pm $39.50-$44 50 
ot TicketMaster 
SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All Star 


Jam with Aficia Tait and Rickey 
Sidecar; 8pm 
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VELVET UNDERGROUND Big Rick ‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND Circle Music Society every BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE i in 
Untapped and Unplugged: Eamon LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular Wednesday evening Floor: RetroActive Radio: Alten 
McGrath; 9pm (door); free (before house beats with DJ Kevin Wong SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE “BOs and ‘90s, Post Pun) 
10p)n/$5 (after 10pm) - Garage, Brit, Mod, Roc 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND Rise Against, Thursday, Sage Francis; | Sth tl Coal Joe 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Home for AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO all eges; 7pm (door); $39.50-$44.50 Dy Sex 
Christmas: Edmonton Symphony Retro Night: 7-10:;30pm; waww.sports- at TicketMaster moors Hump day with DJ S 
Orchastra, George Canyon worldes 0 n 
{singar/songwritert, Se ae bs Nera pen mic Fo Teme Wiaikesdeys 
YARDBIAD SUITE Tuesday Nights 
Jam Sessions: Nathan Qualletis, Hey tee nwo FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: RE 
8:30pm {doorl/Spm (show); $3 (mem: ey, hiphop, regse, old skool re29 
beri/$3 (guest) URBAN LOUNGE Katie Murphy with InVinegable, Touch It. we 
DS (coustic) guest Dus 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Wild LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R88 y" 
md | Wedni 9 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main SECT DY Spincycie 
Floor: CJSR’s Eddie Lunchpail; WILD WEST SALOON Comerstono NEW CITY we Lounge 
Woottop: Dub at The Dog with DJ DJ Roxai Slade ( 
abi BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main CLASSICAL punk and metal) 
BUDODY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ Foor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: live NEKO DIAMONDS Punt 20 
Arrowehaser, 3pm musi once @ month hang pl Lola Hai ist metal every Wednesdy 
ine Lessons 
'S Retro avery Tue; no BLUES ON WHYTE Alex and TNT Mixed Chorus, Robert de Frece (con- RED STAR Guest DJs over 

cover with student 1D HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stage ductor), Mamie baa Wednesday - 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) with Ido: 80pm: free pets Sones ene ae STARLITE ROOM Wild Sue 
pirand Salsa music, dance lessons) WoQUGANZ PUB Open stage 7B0.428 1414 | Wednesdays: Hip Hop: Spm 

oe Wednesdays hosted by Rock'n’ Roll STOLL'S Beotparty Wecnws03y 
GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: Kenny BIS House, progressive and electroric! 
Reggae music; no cover LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic ——_—_—___________ |_ with Rudy Electro, Du Rysta: — 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep Age and weekly quests: 9pm“ 
Tursday: OJ Wian Cadaver (billy, O'BYRME'S Mi Lucky (blues/oots); | Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House www.bastparty net 
ghoul-rock, ) ss $:30pm-12; no cover with Nic-E end Smooy Wednesdays # 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY BANK ULTRA LOUNGE new OJ; no cover 

RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental . 
Indie Fock ip Hop. eco with J | MARA Hoovste Blogras jam bre Nights: with DJ Harley Y AFTERHOURS V’ Not WesnesS 
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Cigarettes are highly addictive. 
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t intelligent people one 
J interview, particular- 
ubject of music. Especially 
hen it comes to the sub- 
de art and music, 
ejko could also expound 
on subjects as varied as 
punk and literature. His 
emble Mujirushi, will be 
? ming pieces of music by well- 
jnown avant garde composers at the 
ley A Milner Library theatre on 
e 29, as well as pieces com- 
posed by members of the group, 
including one by Grella-Mozejko him- 
elf Recently he was kind enough to 
answer a few questions on the nature 
of his group, avant garde music and 
the way the avant garde pushes the 
boundaries of art. 


VUE WEEKLY; Tell me about the name of 
your group. 

PiOTA GRELLA-MOZEJKO: The name means 
‘no name.” We were brooding over 
what to call our group and the dancer 
Gerry Morita is married to a Japanese 
master chef and she said, “You know 
Piotr, in Japan there is this big chain of 
grocery stores which is called 
Mujirushi which means ‘no name’ or 
no brand!” and we thought, “That's it!” 


\W: How does the music performed by 
Ensemble Mujirushi differ from that in 
more traditional styles? 
PGM: We play pieces which are written 
down but using an entirely different 
system of notation. Everyone is famil- 
jar with traditional notation, notes 
with stems on staffs and so on—there 
are certain genres in music which 
lake it a bit further. The composer will 
wnite a score, but that score will look 
more or less like an abstract graphic, 
or something even less tangible 
Some scores are simply drawn using 
abstract symbols, some scores use a 
minimal number of symbols, the idea 
being to look at the score and get 
inspired by the combination of those 
abstract signs on the page. Many peo- 
ple think that you can do anything 
you want with such music, but the 
truth is no—we approach each and 
every graphic score as if it were writ- 
ten using traditional notation. 

if in the score you have a big thick 
Square we'll think, “That big square is 
probably meant to be a loud, dissonant 
chord.” If we see a long thin line we 
approach it like, “This probably means 
a long soft sound.” Also, those signs 
are put on the page in various places— 
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int garde is new expression 
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where on the page is that sign? Is it on 
top of the page, or on the bottom? 
When it’s on the bottom then you know 
you play in lower register, when it’s in 
the upper part you play high 

This sounds like abracadabra but 
actually it's not, because most people 
when they see those scores they imme- 
diately grasp the idea and they under- 
stand that it’s yet another way of 
writing music, just giving the performer 
a little more room to manoeuvre 


VW: The avant garde is not often con- 
sidered art by the vast majority of 
people. Why do you think that is? 

PEM; It’s the power of tradition, people 
are used to listening to Bach, 
Beethoven, Debussy, all those guys. 
There are a lot of people out there 
who will tell me, “I don’t want to lis- 
ten to this music, people don’t like it, 
you should write like the masters did," 
and I always respond, “Do you want 
your fucking teeth treated by a dentist 
the way they were treated a hundred 
years ago? So don’t ask me to treat 
my audiences to something that is 
already dead!” 

This experimental art is just a cer- 
tain beginning. We tend to forget that 
in Germany and Austria in the mid- 
19th century, people still considered 
Beethoven to be crazy. He was con- 
sidered the most avant garde of his 
time and it took time for them to 
absorb his aesthetic and to under- 
stand finally what a genius he was. 
Initially, a lot of people thought Picas- 
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Sunday, November 30, 


Robertson- 
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SO was crazy, but now he's a classic of 
visual art avant garde, Why? People 
got used to it. Same here. We are cre- 
ating certain values that people are 
not familiar with and who knows, 
maybe in 20, 30, 40 years they will 
come to understand that this aesthetic 
Is as valid as any other, 


VW: Is it the goal of the avant garde to 
shock people out of their complacency? 
PGM: Let’s get it straight—the avant 
garde never, never wanted to shock. It 
always wanted to put the system into 
imbalance, but never wanted to shock 
for shock’s sake. The avant garde, even 
the most extreme Dada camps were 
really not intended to shock for shock’s 
sake, they were intended to show cer- 
tain new vistas into what arts can be 
The shock thing comes from those who 
were shocked, the avant garde artist 


that invents her or his new means of 


expression is often faced with an audi- 
ence which is totally unprepared for 
that new means of expression and it’s 
the audience that creates that shock- 
wave. the artist is aware of her or his 
achievement well beforehand, so we 
cannot talk about shock 

Artis like a vast endless cosmic 
ocean. It has no beginning nor does it 
have an end. We can dip our hands, 
our brains, in that ocean, inhale that 
ocean and then come up with some- 
thing new, but those who have certain 
listening or perceptual habits, they 
may react to it, they may express their 
shock to it, but I don’t think the goal 
of the avant garde has ever been to 
shock, it’s the audience that becomes 
shocked. We want to demonstrate to 
our potential audiences that there are 
other ways of artistic self expression. 
We don't want to shock. v 
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delusions 


Rob Heath just wants to have fun these days 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 
ob Heath tells a lot of stories. 
R=: local singer-songwriter 
ills the spaces between guitar 
strums with evocative characters and 
emotional imagery. 

Comments about his profound sto- 
rytelling ability is what make up the 
bulk of reviews of his third album, 
Couple Times ‘Round the Sun, and his 
fourth and latest—One More Above 
Ground—is positioned to garner the 
same type of response. 

There was a time, however, when 
Heath didn’t think much about lyrics, 
when he only saw them as some kind of 
putty to smooth out a melody. It wasn't 
until he was working on his second 
album and his first story song, the title 
track to 1987’s Play On, that he fully 
realized the importance of a good lyric. 

“This idea came to me of how the 
story should end, and when | wrote 
the lyric—and I’m more of a thinker 
than a feeler—it hit me emotionally, 
the way that the song was ending, 
and I think that it kind of drove home 
how much impact a lyric can have, 
how powerful it can be,” Heath 
explains “That was the beginning of a 
long process. | started reading books 
about lyrics. Until then, | was primari- 
ly a melody writer, Lyric to me was 
quite unimportant—it was just win- 


te | FA HOV 26 (7:30 PM) 
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dow-dressing for melody. 

“When I started writing country, | 
think that was also the next step in my 
development,” he adds. “I went to the 
‘university of Nashville,’ where lyric is 
king, and it was a real awakening for 
me to see what you can do with lyric.” 


YOU COULD SAY that Heath graduated 
with honours. His accolades include a 
Canadian Radio Music Award for song- 
writing and an award for New Folk at 
the Kerrville Folk Festival in Texas, 
which has him following the footsteps 
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The Wheat Pool 


ADVANCE TICKETS OM SALE NOW AT THE SLACK DOG 
OWLT $10.00! 


BLACK DOG 


of singer-songwriters like Lyle Lo, 
Shawn Colvin and Lucinda Willian 
These kudos, however, were a |oy 
time in the making. After releasing jw, 
well-received pop-rock albums in {h 
‘80s, Heath turned his attentions to writ 
ing songs for others, to honing the craf 
“When I was With Criterion Music 
and writing for artists, 1 was going {a | 
Nashville and Los Angeles four, five 
times a year,” he explains. ’T} 
would put me in the room with eith 
an artist or another songwriter, a 
you're basically just writing a so: 
that you're hoping somebody wil 
“Co-writing is still an art form that 
haven't mastered, even thougt 
been doing it for a long time 
adds, “It’s like dating. You kiss a ‘ot ot 
frogs before you find somebody you 
want to spend three or four hours 2 
couple of times a week writing with.’ 
With unforced humility, there's 
sense about Heath that he doesn’t tal 
anything about music and the indust 
for granted. Then again, he has been a 
troubadour and a gun-for-hire for 
long that he likely writes because he ha 
to. But these days, he also writes for fu 
“The delusions of grandeur h 
left a long time ago,” he laug 
“Songwriting can be more about wha 
you're doing than what you thir 
going to happen.” vw 
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Featuring: Robert de Frece, Conductor 


The University of Alberta 
Faculty of Education Handbell Ringers 


8:00 pm - Monday, December 1, 2008 — 
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10025 - 101 Street 


Tickets: $18-20 plus agency fees 
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Ithough they both hail from 3 x Choi 
| Aatets: Art of Dying fi ART OF DYING Edmonton Columbian ons 
vocalist Jonny Hetherington &™ | saw cONFERENCE CENTRE SOLD OUT 
{from Lacombe) and guitarist Greg “ ni 
Bradley (from Calgary) didn’t actu- 1g QUO O ke) 
ally cross paths until years later, _ explains. “We just keep sending our /7 ( YY {) l. 
after both had made the move to _— music to friends and to people in the 
ouver in pursuit of greater _ industry. You never know what's going na 
to happen—we sent our record to a DJ 20 
"| was busking on the street in Van- _in Boston, and it ended up in the hands Tuesday, December 9, 
couver trying to learn how to playand —_ of Dan Donegan of Disturbed.” 7: 0 Opm 
Hetherington explains. “Greg ‘ : ‘ e 
walked past one day, and the next day THE BAND'S 2006 self-titled debut is 
he came back to set up a time we __ still garnering interest, and Hethering- x - 4 
could rehearse together.” ton notes the lack of major label pres- Francis Winspear Centre for Music, 
in their scant three years of exis- sure in pushing the band to move too 4Sir Winston Churchill Square 
tence the band has taken some major quickly in an age dominated by short 
steps, gaining extensive radio play, attention spans, with YouTube and 
‘making showcase appearances, and = MySpace sensations changing almost Tickets: $1 5% 
louring non-stop, including multiple — weekly. ; : - 
(rips to the UK. “We released it ourselves, so we get (*Plus applicable service charges) = 
“Our first trip out was to play [Don- _ to make the rules,” he laughs. “We . 
ington Park’s] Download festival in just keep working the record, and EDMONTON : 
2006. The headliners that year were _ people are still responding. This is the MC: Colin MacLean 
Tool, Metallica and Guns N‘ Roses. We _ fourth single we've released from it, 
were the unknown band from Canada, and we've done three videos.” ; 
but things went over really well.” Well With studio time set aside for next 
enough that the band joined South __ spring, expect to see the band contin- For information contact Brenda at 780-483-3270 or 
African rockers Seether for another _ue its hard-working approach to tour- A ford @ h 
jaunt through the UK—this time for an ing and getting out and meeting the Heather at 780-484-8325. Email: hbed ‘ord@shaw.ca 
entire tour, the band’s first. people that sa it a ens = 
While opportunities like these may “Edmonton has always ; i : . 
seem like a case of being in the right great to us—really supportive", he _,Lolumbian Choirs www.edmontoncolumbianchoirs.com 
place at the right time, Hetherington _notes. “The people are very real, and 
5 quick to point out the relentless they love their rock ‘n’ roll. It's great ‘tage ry Sicnen 
networking that the band relies on to __ to be able to just sit and talk to people ; oui €inonton (2: ae 
keep reaching more listeners, from over pints at Filthy McNasty’s and ‘Arts SM council 
the casual fan to the industry insider. then head out to play just down the 
“Networking is everything to us,”he street." 
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Ritnow faking Its first 
int. Sounding like an 
sed with a sumo 


oss jumping into that was a lot 
J we took a long time,” 
‘says on the phone while taking a 
inute to Soak up some sun in Merritt, 
© on the way to a show in Vancou- 
: “We were all used to playing dif- 
types of music and so the four of 
were connecting and just trying to 
e it out from the beginning, when 
songs that we were writing started 
p take shape and [they became] 
ymething completely different, to the 
pint that we're at now." | 
Not only did all the members of 


2007 EDMONTON 
MUSIGIAN'S 


DIRECTORY 


2 worlds collide 


rches for a sonic home 


Quest for Fire originally play different 
types of music from the heavy psyche- 
delia of their current band, they all 
played significantly different music 
from each other. While Ross and fel- 
low guitarist Andrew Moszynski 
played in garage rock band the Deadly 
Snakes, bassist Josh Bauman played 
in blues punks No No Zero and drum- 
mer Mike Maxymuik crushed drums 
in hardcore band Cursed. Though 
some might see psychedelic music as 


a radical departure from the mixed 
bag of previous groups the members 
of Quest for Fire have played in, Ross 
insists that the move has always 
made perfect sense to him. 

“When I hear what comes out of our 
recordings | hear all the things that we 
really love," he says. “We're all com- 
pletely fanatical about music. We're all 
big garage fans and love old psych 
stuff, so when | hear what we've come 
up with it totally makes perfect sense 
to me, just based on where we all 


rest on the sound it has created just 
yet, and Ross explains that Quest for 
Fire is still experimenting and trying 
to find its place in the Canadian musi- 
cal landscape. Nonetheless, what the 
group has come up with so far is 
Starting to excite music fans across 
the country. 

“We're still a new band and we're 
still actually trying to figure out what's 
going on, There's definitely a bit of 
confusion in the air and [a feeling of) 
diving headfirst into the dark, but it’s 
definitely coming together.” v 


THEM THE WAY hoon cs 


be THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA FACULTY OF EDUCA- 
TOW HANDBELL RINGERS 
MCOOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, $18 -20 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 
Most people don’t think about Christmas 
music when they're in September back- 
to-school mode. Generally, Christmas 
carols begin to surround us after Hal- 
loween, when malls, stores and other 
public places start to pipe in this music. 
For Robert de Frece, Music Director of 
the Greenwood Singers, holiday music 
makes a retum much sooner. 

“My whole working career, I've been 
living with Christmas music for far 


longer than your average person,” says —_ choreography. All the hands are moving, 

a took a long come from. The garage rock world and de Frece, adding that he has been —_ and when you watch the whole thing, 

explains guitarist and the punk rock world and the hardcore rehearsing Christmas concerts since the _ there's a real poetry in motion—it's like 

s ko | THU, NOV 27 (9:30 PM) world, This band kind of seems like a beginning of September. “It's just part a dance,” he describes. "If you think 

fo jadhrring ae year = QUEST FOR Fl E breath of fresh air.” of my fall regimen that there's going to _—about it, choirs are quite static, visually. 

really comfortable and be Christmas music in my life.” | mean, they sing, and they may look 

g the sound and then playing Hi ee ee ULTIMATELY, THE BAND isn't ready to As for the carols playing ubiquitously — very expressive in their faces—I hope 


in shopping centres and stores, de Frece 
flotes that the purpose of this music is 
to calm people down and make them 
feel better so that they'll buy things 
Nevertheless, he finds that much of this 
background music is actually easy to 
block out, considering how benign and 
boring some of it is, he admits with a 
faugh. With Christmas music already in 
his psyche at this time of year, de Frece 
doesn’t really feel annoyed by the 
omnipresent muzak. 

“It doesn’t always invade my con- 


sciousness, because once it does, | 


can't get rid of it, because my business 
has been in listening to music, not in 
Not listening to music.” 

Rehearsing for Christmas concerts 
has de Frece and the Greenwood 
Singers hopping, this being the choir’s 
busiest time of year. The Many Moods 
of Christmas, one upcoming show, will 
offer sacred and secular carols, sacred 
music in different styles, standard 
Christmas pop songs and different takes 
on some well-known carols. For 
instance, some of the pieces will fea- 
ture a piano, organ and handbells per- 
forming with the Greenwood Singers. 

Played by the U of A Faculty of Edu- 
cation Handbell Ringers, handbells add, 
among other things, a lot of visual inter- 
est for an audience, de Frece explains, 

“What handbells add is literally a 


ea 


~ 


they do—but they don’t move around 
the stage. And even when you have an 
orchestra, the bows all move, and to 
me, that’s a choreography, too.” 

Besides adding a visual element, 
handbells are important for the music 
itself{—not only do they contribute the 
beauty of their sound, they also add a 
variety of colours ta music, de Frece 
explains. 

“| always tell people handbells are 
like ginger ale when you're making fruit 
punch—you can add them to anything, 
in any quantity,” he laughs. w 


Edmonton Composers’ Concert Society pie: 


Ensemble Mu irushi in Concert 
Concert #4: ...decisions, decisions... 


‘The programme will include works by the classics of the 
Avant-garde: Earle Brown, Ferdinand Kriwet, Udo 
Kasemets, Roman Haubenstock-Ramati and Sydney 
Wallace, as well as pieces by the performers themselves, 


The concert will also feature Reinhard von Berg creating 
musical background for the poetry of Gerald St. Maur, to be 


especially composed for this performance. 


ENSEMBLE MUJIRUSHI 


Newly formed local Avant-garde multi-media performers Ensemble Mujirushi will be presenting their first formal concert on November 29, 
The group, which began as a quartet, was first conceptualized this past spring but finally came together to reliearse and perform at the end of the 
summer. Their public performance debut during an Explorations Concert Series presentation at the Stanley Milner Library Theatre on 
September 5, received more than favourable comments from those in attendance. The ensemble specializes in the performance of 
contemporary conceptual and graphic scores, which more often than not resemble abstract paintings. Because they were "nameless, 
the group adopted the Japanese moniker Mujirushi (literally "no name"). 


The five original members of the ensemble are all local musicians-performers. Composer and educator Piotr Grella-Mozejko, who initially 
conceived of the group and became its wellspring, is pianist and keyboardist. Performance artist Gerry Morita, the Artistic Director of the 
Mile Zero Dance Company, provides visual dance interpretations of the music. Musician, educator and writer Jerry Ozipko performs on 

acoustic and electric violins, while composer, performer and educator Charles Stalte rounds oul the quartet on saxophones. 
The distinguished photographer and artist, Felix Plawskd, provides visual complementation for the music, As. of November 2008, 
the Ensemble has added a sixth performer — the brilliant mezzo-soprano and actress, Michelle Milenkovic 


‘Saturday, 29 November 


8:00 P.M. 
Stanley A. Milner 


Library Theatre 


Tickets available at the door 
$15 (adults) «$10 (seniors and students) 


techniques on the concert grand plano. Actors Melissa — 
Thingelstad and Garrett Spelliscy will mad the poetry. 
‘This set will open the concert. 
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Supersuckers, Get It Together (Mid 
Fi) It’s been a few years now since the 
last full-length Supersuckers outing— 
2003's heavy duty 100-mile-an-hour 
Motherfuckers Be Trippin’ was the last 
one—but the band hasn't exactly been 
doing nothing during that time. There 
was the aborted attempt at releasing a 
series of EPs, with plans to then cull 
the best tracks from each to make up 
the core of the next full-length. That 
plan went no farther than the initial 
release, the six-track Paid, though. 
Beyond that, there 
has been plenty of 
gigs, some of 
which have been 
chronicled ina 
series of official 
bootlegs. 

Supersuckers 
fans have no need 
to worry that the 
time away from the 
studio has had any 
ill effects; the years 
haven't been 
unkind to the band, 
and Get it Together 
sounds pretty much like you’d want 
and expect a Supersuckers album to 
sound like: it’s loud, tortured and full of 
careening guitars, rolling drums, rum- 
bling bass and Eddie Spaghetti’s half- 
shouted, half-sung vocals. 

Right from the get go—the AC/DC- 
like-stylings of “What It Takes’—the 
Supersuckers are out for blood, just 
the same as always. The electric blues 
on “Paid’—one of three tracks drawn 
from the Paid EP—is a call to arms, 
Spaghetti singing, “This is too long for 
being gone / And it’s too far to go / 
And it’s never ever gonna work / 
Because it never has before.” There’s 
both a sense of exasperation here and 
a refusal to give in. For Spaghetti and 
the boys, there is no other way: 
they're in a rock ‘n’ roll band that 
exists on its own terms, without the 
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help of a major label's bankroll, so 
they play and play and play some 
more. That's the job that they do, and 
they'll do it as long as they have to, 
making them ideal posterboys in the 
realm of working-class bands, 

Still, there are plenty of other bands 
out there grinding it out night after 
night, just trying to get by. But there 
are a couple of things that give the 
Supersuckers the edge in that sweep- 
stakes. First, there are the guitars. The 
band might not stray far from its roots 
when it comes to 
the songwriting, 
but things never 
get boring when 
the guitar inter- 
play is as on-the- 
edge thrilling as it 
is here, guitar 
solos flying back 
and forth live off 
the floor—"When | 
Go, I'm Gone" is a 
nice example— 
and the rhythm 
parts split nicely 
between left and 
right, neither guitar duplicating the 
other’s parts, instead embellishing 
and pushing the songs back and forth 

And then there are Spaghetti’s lyrics. 
There’s a welcome sense of humour 
throughout many of the songs as he 
aproaches them with a knowing wink, 
accepting the ridiculousness of his job— 
"I'm a Fucking Genius” stands out here. 

At the same time, the singer has a 
way of cutting to the bone emotional- 
ly (still with a slight chuckle or two) as 
he does on the country heartbreaker, 
“Breaking Honey's Heart.” For the 
most part, though, the Supersuckers 
stay focused on the loud rock ‘n’ roll, 
blasting through the record, simply 
trying to get from the first song to the 
last. And that much they do, bruises, 
broken bones and all. —EDEN MUNRO / 
eden@vueweekly.com 


104430 - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


this weekend! 
nov. 28 - 30 
friday - sunday 


th pre-xmas sale & 
anniversary 


SALE! 


great gift ideas 


discwasher vinyl care kit | deerhunter: microcastle LP/CD | fm3: buddha machine 2.0 
nuggets 4CD BOX | new order: 2CD reissues | gift certificates | t-shirts 
art of the field recording 4CD BOX | arthur russell: wild combination DVD 
mogwai: young team DLX 4LP/2CD | sigur ros: in a frozen sea 7LP BOX 
belle & sebastian: bbc sessions 2LP/2CD | sunn 0))): domkirke 2LP | record bags 
this heat: out of cold storage 6CD BOX | t-shirts | magazines | & more 


MUSIC 


F&M, Every Light Must 
(Shameless) On the Opening 
track, Ryan Anderson SINGS, “I dony 
really ming d 
you really ¢ 
care / You'|| 
your drink 4 
sing out my ¢ 
The words ; 
indicative of );. 
approach 
music—Ryan never pulls back ¢;,, 
peering over the edge. In this so; 
captures the reality that face .. 
many performers as they play to ath 
ered faces who want only backer, 
music for their conversation 
there’s no anger to be found. ;,,. 
acceptance and a desire to Push 
onward. And that’s the essence , 
Every Light Must Fade, where p\; 
and Becky Anderson delve j; 
connections between death ana |i 
facing fears and joys with the same 
honesty. Becky's songs are often verf 
tler than Ryan’s, moving with deliive; 
ate care, While Ryan's are 
restrained with rougher edges. Bot 
songwriters hit hard, though, a; 
their styles are complementary, cor 
ing together to form a cohesive whole 
that draws one into its ruminations o 
death. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.c0, 
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The Killers, Day & Age (Island) |) 
every way, Day & Age is a Las Vega 
record. The record's almost incoheren 
Variety of sounds 
harp, electron 
drums, violins, fun! 
guitar, wa) 
many s 
phones—evokes 
the gaudy, fluores 
cent largess of the 
Strip. And, like Vegas, there’s big money 
at work here: Day & Age is immaculately 
balanced, with the over-produc 
impersonal feel of a record scientificall 
designed for mainstream appeal. Nol 
that this is a bad thing. Actually the 
record's accessibility is one of its biggest 
strengths—all the more remarkable {or 
some bizarre instrumentation choices. 
Unfortunately, songwriting is not, peak- 
ing with the pop clichés of “Spaceman’ 
and hitting absolute rock bottom wit 
the schmaltzy self-indulgence of “Good- 
night, Travel Well.” Like Las Vegas, the 
latest from the Killers can be an interest- | 
ing place to visit. You just might not | 
want to live there. —LEWIS KELLY 
lewis @vueweekly.com 
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Ludacris, Theater of the Mind 
(Def Jam) It isn’t really that Theatc’ 
of the Mind, the sixth major labe! 
release from 
Atlanta’s Ludacris, 
is bad. It’s just the 
same. Luda really 
hasn't messed 
with his formu'a 
since his break- 
out, Word of Movs 
Timbaland-inspired Dirty South beats 
a knack for metaphor that privi 
humour and cleverness above all ¢ 
and a prediliction for big bang 
He's added a few touches to ke 
sounding suitably present, bul! 
basics still dominate—particularly 'g 
humour, which is probably his me> 
endearing quality—and it’s all fire 

just uninspired. The formula’s down 
now he should shake it up 4 touch 
—DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


the 


ards, Date and Destroy 

yndent) This shit is fun. 

’ d trebley garage rock 
ith al 5 


| tle cliché, and 
cee they do it because 
in the band are dif- 
ferent é ugh and shine through in 
the playing and singing. Everyone 
plays in the minimalist garagey style 
of course, but where Heath Matheson 
sounds like a wild man garage rocker 
of the Wolfman Jack variety, Kristina 
parlee rocks out French ingenue style. 
is a sexy album, even if the whole 
thing seems to be a big promise of 
heartbreak. —BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vue- 
weeohly.com 


kanye West, 808s & Heartbreak 
(Roc-A-Fella) Kanye West has appar- 
ently given up rapping, and also, he’s 
incredibly sad. 
| 808s & Heartbreak, 
i the new experi- 
Fy mental album by 
the tantrum-prone 
| artist, is awash in 
what it references 
in the title: drum 
loops and heartbreak. Even the front 
cover features a heart-shaped bal- 
joon—deflated of course. The slow, 
minimalist beats and the floating 
vocals overtop, dripping with regret, 
are enough to make you want to turn 
it off at points because it gets you 
down and never lets you up, but you 
keep it on because it’s truly beautiful. 
This isn’t a banger you can blare in 
your truck on the way to Whyte Ave, 
but it’s worth picking up. Kanye 
promised he’d always grow as an 
artist, and he’s delivering. —BRYAN BIR- 
TLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
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EDEN MUNRO 
eden@yueweekly.com 


Ox, American Lo-Fi (Weewerk) Origi- 
nally released: 2006 “Mama told me, 
oh, she told me I'd meet girls like you / 
She also told me, ‘Stay away because 
you never know what you'll catch.” 

So opens “Surrender,” Cheap Trick’s 
song of family iove. In the ‘70s, the 
tune was an anthem that was most at 
home on the stereo of a shiny Camaro, 
blasting its notes 
loud into the air. 

These days, 
though, in the 
hands of Mark 
Browning, the 
very capable 
songwriter behind 
Ox, “Surrender” is 
more subdued, 
countrified with a 
slower tempo and 
an acoustic guitar 
at its heart. It's at 
home now in an El 
Caminno that is 
spotted with rust 
and paint chips—maybe even a crack in 
the windshield. 

Ox's version of “Surrender” is one 
of those few and far between cases 
where someone takes a song and rein- 
vents it, breathing a new, different life 
into it that is just as viable as the one 
that pumped the blood through the 
veins of the original. 

Browning comes at the song from a 
place that makes this less an anthem 
than a last gasp. Where Cheap Trick’s 
version is full of amazement and won- 
der at the surprising coolness of the 
singer's parents, there’s sadness in 
Browning's voice, almost as though he 
has realized just what his parents 
mean to him as he teeters on the 
verge of too late. It’s not over yet, but 
it's pretty damn close. 

It would be wrong to characterize 
American Lo-Fi as a depressing album, 
though. There is much happiness here, 
just tempered with a little—and 
sometimes a lot—of reality. The 


QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY HOUSTON 
quickspins@vueweekly.com 


HAIKU! 


weight of the world hangs on Brown- 
ing’s shoulders, and yet he sings his 
way through each song, painting a pic- 
ture of a landscape that might be 
hard, but which also turns out to be an 
OK place to live. 

As powerful as Browning's ownership 
of “Surrender” is, the bulk of the material 
on American Lo-Fi belongs to his pen, 
and he has a remarkable way of entering 
Spaces that are dark without shutting the 
lights off completely. On "747" he sings, 
“She's out on her own now / She's out in 
the cold now / On crack cocaine / Ain't 
no big jet plane 
to carry her away 
/ She's gone to 
stay now.” On the 
surface, the song 
is painful, but 
Browning's voice 
is tender and the 
music rolls along, 
providing com- 
fortable support 
for the tale, a 
harmonica the 
lone spot of lone- 
liness in the 
sound. It's clear 
that there Is love 
here, even if the song's protagonist has 
been separated from that love by sheer 
physical distance. 

Browning himself provides what is 
the best interpretation of the album's 
viewpoint in the first verse of the 
opening song, “Miss Idaho,” where he 
sings, “I been on Main Street / | been 
on every street / | been high but! been 
low more / Ain't got no angles left / 
With my heartstrings dangling down / 
I'm coming ‘round to letting go.” 

There's a sense of distance trav- 
elled here, as though Browning has 
done his time on the hard streets—or, 
occasionally, stood next to a loved one 
who has pushed life to its limits—and 
has only now found himself on the 
brink of disaster, with only two ways 
left to go: up or down. This album 
stands as a record of that moment of 
decision, where he must choose his 
direction, and we're left with a feeling 
that it’s going to be up—though only 
the next album will tell for sure. w 
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Get into his brain 


This deserves more than 


It's a vulnerable place One shitty little haiku 
Filled with Asian chicks It’s quite fucking great! 
HR GEORGE CANYON 
HEYWELLA WHAT | DO 

DC HARDCORE UNIVERSAL 


A punk rock icon 
He's still putting the mental 
In monumental 


Yeah ... It's well done... But 
This whole genre needs to have 
A “fun” enema 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

Have you ever arrived at a mountaintop 
on a clear day? Do you remember what 
you felt like? Can you re-imagine the 
sparkling purity of the air as it sweetened 
your lungs, the shimmering light that 
washed through you in lush waves, the 
exaltation of the sweeping vista as it lift- 
ed you to a deeper understanding of 
where your place is in this life? That's the 
kind of peak experience you need and 
deserve in the coming days, Aries. If you 
can't actually get to the top of a moun- 
tain, find the next best thing. 


~ 

TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

A Serbian beekeeper shares his deep reli- 
gious fervour with the insects he spends so 
much time with. Slobodan Jeftic builds bee- 
hives shaped like churches because he 
believes bees have souls, too. | urge you to 
draw inspiration from his example, Taurus. 
Get together with your favourite animals for 
a rowdy prayer session. Bark or purr or 
neigh or chirp together. Run around with 
holy abandon, expressing primal gratitude 
for the vitality you've been granted. If you're 
not currently in an intimate relationship 
with special animals, then take this as an 
opportunity to elevate and celebrate the 
consciousness of your own inner creature. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

If you're average, you blink about 17 000 
times a day. But I’m urging you to reduce 
thar number for the foreseeable future. 


2 WUSWwEEKY 


! 
10030 102st | $10 @ the door | Doors @ 8pm 
members and guests only | 18+ 


Why? Because the coming days will put 
you in the path of meaningful, interesting 
and useful sights that will be fast-paced 
and transitory. You might miss them if you 
blink too much. So open your eyes wider 
and for longer periods, Gemini, and get in 
the habit of checking in with your peripher- 
al vision. Start now! What subtly amazing 
thing is happening right where you are? 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Two of the best money-saving steps you can 
take, says TV's mock pundit Stephen Colbert, 
are to stop filling your hot tub with cham- 
pagne and stop lining your gerbil’s cage with 
hundred-dollar bills. | highly recommend that 
you brainstorm about initiating similar con- 
servative and preservative actions, Cancerian. 
It's time for you to get really serious about 
shedding wasteful habits, cutting out need- 
less excesses and culling trivial activities that 
impinge on the time and energy you have 
available for the really important things. This 
shouldn't be a cause for demoralization, by 
the way. On the contrary, the more creative 
you are about setting limits, the more long- 
term blessings you'll set in motion. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

When he’s in his prime, a male panda per- 
forms an average of eight handstands a 
day. There's no apparent evolutionary pur- 
pose in this stunt. He does it because it 
feels good. | suggest you make him your 
role model in the coming week, Leo. Iden- 
tify three activities you can do not because 
they're “good for you” or because they'll 
advance some goal you're pursuing, but 
simply for the sheer fun of it. If you can't 
think of any play-time endeavors that fit 
this description, do the meditation and 
research necessary to find some. Whatev- 


PAR 
WITH MEGAN CALLIN 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, $10 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vuewoekly.com 
Perhaps Lisa Nicole Grace Evangelos 
wouldn't be a musician today had it not 
been for a spinal surgery that the local 
Singer-songwriter had to undergo eight 
years ago. The surgery was for the cor- 
rection of her scoliosis, a condition she 
had been diagnosed with around age 10. 

“| had to stop doing those more physi- 
cal activities because of my surgery,” 
explains Evangelos, who had been 
involved in a variety of activities including 
gymnastics, dance and taekwondo as a 
child. “But I've always been involved in 
high school band and the choir at church. 
| started taking voice lessons while | was 
recovering and then | started focusing 
[solely on music].” 

Evangelos is no doubt driven. She 
ended up in the top five in a CMT song- 
writing contest for former Canadian Idol 
contestant Tara Oram. In July, Evangelos 
recorded a four-song EP titled The Cellar 
Sessions, in her basement studio and her 
songs have since gotten radio airplay. 

“[My husband Jered and I] bought 
some recording equipment in January so 
we just started experimenting,” says 
Evangelos. “[Jered] contributed a lot. He 
really learned how to use the recording 
equipment. He played percussion and dif- 
ferent instruments. [We] wrote some of 
the*songs together and he helped pro- 
duce some of the songs.” 


Having done and learned so much in 
such a short time span, it’s hard to 
believe that right before Evangelos turned 
25 earlier this year, she went through a 
minor, quarter-life crisis before she had 
finished making her record. 

“| took some sociology courses ... that 
{talked} about hew-society puts a timeline 
and pressure on people. Usually | don’t let 


er deeds you ultimately settle on, do them 
at least eight times a day. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

It might be a good idea to temporarily avoid 
wearing stiletto heels, Virgo. The risk of 
slipping while wearing them is greater 
than usual. In a similar vein, | suggest you 
refrain from tightrope walking, putting 
yourself on a pedestal, or dreaming of 
climbing a ladder to the clouds. Two more 
suggestions: don't look down on people 
Whom you imagine are inferior to you and 
don't promise more than you can deliver. 
You catch my drift? Stay away from high 
and mighty forms of expression. Choose 
low, deep, and funky positions instead. Be 
as down-to-earth as you can possibly be. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

The wife of French president Nicolas 
Sarkozy loves how smart her husband is. 
The New York Times’ Maureen Dowd 
quotes Carla Bruni-Sarkozy as saying, “He 
has five or six brains which are remark- 
ably irrigated.” | suspect that description 
will apply to you in the coming weeks, 
Libra. Even if you have had just one brain 
up until now, you will seem, at least tem- 
porarily, to have as many as six bright 
facets to your intelligence. | advise you to 
sic this superpower on complex dilemmas 
that have baffled you for many moons. 
You'll have an excellent chance to break 
them down into component parts and 
solve the hell out of them. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

At one point during the comedic film Life of 
Brian, set in ancient Rome, the hero Brian 
is working as a vendor selling snacks to 
spectators at a gladiator match. “Wrens’ 
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livers,” he says. “Jaguars’ earlobes. Wolf 
nipple chips. Get ‘em while they're hot.” A 
potential buyer turns to him and asks, “Got 
any nuts?” Brian says, “| haven't got any 
nuts. Sorry. I've got larks’ tongues. Otters’ 
noses. Ocelot spleens.” Judging from your 
current astrological omens, Scorpio, | sus- 
pect you may soon be in a position analo- 
gous to the spectator. You will really want 
plain old basic nuts, but someone will be 
trying to get you to sample the wrens’ liv- 
ers. My advice? Steer clear of exotic stuff 
you don’t have an appetite for. Hold out 
until the nuts are available. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

There's a new source of abundance avail- 
able for you to tap into, Sagittarius. It won't 
necessarily come in the form of a pile of 
cash or an influx of hot suitors or an 
upgrade in your social status. | mean those 
things are possible, but I'd rather concen- 
trate on identifying the plenitude that’s 
more likely to occur: increased energy. Your 
health is likely to be at its peak, and so will 
your generosity of spirit. Your senses will 
bring you a wealth of fresh perceptions, 
and your love of life will expand and inten- 
sify. And who knows? This enhanced vigour 
might help you corral a pile of cash or hot 
suitors or an upgrade of social status. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

Last June, Neculai lvaseu was re-elected 
mayor of Voinesti, a Romanian town he 
had led for almost two decades. The only 
problem was, he was dead. “! know he 
died,” said one of the villagers who voted 
to return him to office, “but | don’t want 
change.” | hope you won't go that far in 
your resistance to the forces of evolution, 
Capricorn. It's time for at least some of 


that [pressure] affect me, but | definite) 
was having one of those weeks,” Evana 
los recalls, a little embarrassed. “For i 
most part, | feel that everybody is an ini) 
vidual with their own timeline. Everyon 
goes through slumps, but that's just lite 
don't think it really matters how old you 
are as long as you're following your 
dreams.” w 


your old ways of thinking and being to 
expire, and there's no wisdom in trying io 
prop them up. My advice is to be brave 
gracefully agitate for transformation 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

One of the greatest landslide victories in 
any election for US President was Ronal: 
Reagan's in 1984. He got 54 million votes 
17 million more than his opponent. On the 
other hand, Reagan's total was only 31 per 
cent of all the Americans who were eligible 
to vote. So his “landslide” consisted of 
fewer than one out of every three adults. In 
the recent election, Barack Obama also 
won almost 31 per cent of eligible voters, 
with 65 million votes. | think these vignettes 
provide an interesting caveat that you'd be 
wise to consider, Aquarius. In your personal 
sphere, a supposed majority might not be 
majority at all. People in authority may have 
less of a mandate than they claim. As 4 
result, you could have more power (0 
spread your influence than you imagine 


PISCES (FEB 19-MAR 20) | 
Research by forensic anthropologist Martin 
Jarvis suggests that Johann Sebastian 
Bach's wife probably wrote some of his 
music. Anna Magdalena didn’t get the 
recognition she deserved because “women 
were not allowed to take credit for compos! 
tion”-in the 18th century. | expect a compe 
table theme to emerge in your own life 
Pisces. A source that has operated behind 
the scenes may come forward. A helpe’ 
who has not previously been given prope! 
due could be acknowledged. A woma! 
whose good work has been obscured by 
sexism or a man whose efforts have been 
distorted by injustice might rise up an 
claim her or his rightful place. w 
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Class; (5-7pm) © Cree Class: Thu (6- 
Spm) i aa Fri (all day) * 
Sate Reduction; last Fri each 


-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; 
fhe Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CHESS | ton Chess Club and Society of 


fry res 780.474.2318 © Learn 


to play chess; opportunities for all ages includ- 


ing classes, school programs and tournaments 
* rov s w.ca 


CLIMATE CHANGE SCIENCE CAFE Good 
Earth Café, Campus Tower, 8623-112 St A 
forum for debating science issues and to 
explore the latest in seience and technology. 


Presented by TELUS World of Science * Tue; 
Dec 2 (6208: 


cT, AND YOUTH Crowne 
Plaza (Chateau Lacombe), 10111 Bellamy Hill, 
www.fivercommunity.ca/dallaire * An Evening 


with Romeo Dallaire, nted by the River 
Com * Thu, Nav 27 # $30 (adv 
only) fundraiser to support local 
refugee st cies partnering between 
Edmonton and Zambia 

DESIGN IN A COLD CLIMATE LECTURE 
SERIES Grant MacEwan College, Sth Street 


Building, Room 5-142, 780.668.3482, 
www.madeinedmonton.org * Featuring speak- 
Mayer of May! 


er Klaus Mayer of Mayer Sattler-Smith, a 
multi-di fy design firm that is respon- 


sive to conditions of Alaskan climate * Dec 10 
(7-10pm) © $5 (MADE member)/$10 (non-mem- 
ber) at the de 20 
ED BICYCLE COMMUTERS 
Bike 047-80 Ave, back alley entrance, 
WAG Winter Cycling: 
e ding Session © Thu, Dec 4 

(6:30-9p ‘studs and tire lining for your 
own tire} 


20 {good quality used tire with 


e ling International, 
180.455.6741) © 


tara 


n | email 


GRAT OM: HUMAN RIGHT OR 


y rant 
MacEwan College, City Centre Campus, Rm 7- 
218 Governor's pardrsom, ing ps 
Www.edmonton.unac.org * Jim Gurnett will 
Spank on how immigration will affect the lives 
all Canadians more in the decades ahead; 
presented by the United Nations Association 
eure ¢ imonton Branch) * Thu, Nav 27 


A LOOK BEHIND AND BEYOND CN Alumni 
Hall, Faculty of Law, Uof A, 780.492.5674 & 


Free lecture DEUS. Ambassador David Wilkins 


mings the State of the U.S-Canada 

ati © Mon, Dec 1 (10-11am) 

LUNCH BY THE BOOKS pate Milner 
Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill %, Main Fi, 
www.arts,ualberta.ca/lunchbythebooks * The 
Current Financial Crisis: A discussion about the 
Causes and effects of the ongoing financial cri- 
sis ® Thu, Nov 27 (12:05-12:50pm) * Free 
MEDITATION * Gadon Samten Ling 
Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Society; 
11403-101 St, 780.479.0014, www.gaden- 
samtenling.org: Kushok Lobsang Dhamchoe; 
beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); 
adv. Sun (11am-1pm) * Brahme Kamaris 
World Splits Organization, 208, 10132- 
105 St, 780.425.1050, www.bkwsu.org; Raja 


4 Xe Meditation * Meditation and 


uddhist oe 10502-70 Ave, 
780.633.6157, www.karmatashiling.ca; with 
Tibetan tradition Lama Ani Kunsang, Beginners 
pees. instruction available; Wed (7pm); 
ree 


SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Pleasantview 
Hall, 10860-57 Ave, 780.604.7572, www.sug- 
arswing.com ® Funk, Soul, and Swing dance to 
‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s music, come dressed in 
fro's and funky clothes * Nov 29 (beginner 
lesson 8pm, dance Spm-12am) 


SUGAR SWING DANCE CLUB Orange Hall, 
10335-84 Ave, 780.604.7572, www.sugar- 
swing.com © Jitterbug Swing Dance * Dec 6 
(beginner lesson 8pm, dance Spm-12am) 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY 

Steeps Tea Lounge College Plaza, 11116-82 

Ave, 11116 82 Ave, 780.988.8105 © Film/docu- 

aes series featuring Six Degrees: That 

pani hange the World Tue, Dec 2 (7pm) « 
ree 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY 
Steeps Tea Lounge College Plaza, 11116-82 
Ave, 11116 82 Ave, 780.988.8105 © Film/docu- 
mentary series featuring Sustainable Table « 
Tue, Dec 9 (7pm) * Free 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS » Chamber 
Toastmasters Club: Chamber of Commerce, 
600, 9990 Jasper Ave, 780.459.5206; Thu 
(6pm) ° Ma in; Grant MacEwan College, 
Rm 7-297E, 10700-104 Ave, 780.633.3921; Fri 
(noon-1pm) ¢ N'Orators Toastmasters Club: 
Londonderry Public Library, www.norators.com; 
Wed (7-8:45pm) * Norwood Toastmasters 
Club: ey Legion, 10425 Kingsway Ave, 
780.456.3934, www.norwoodtoastmasters.org; 
Thu (8-10pm) * Power ‘ers: Grant 
MacEwan Centre for the Arts, Rm 437, 10045- 
156 St, 780.459.0642; Wed Yam . 
Pursuers: Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 
Gateway Boulevard, 780.457.0808; Wed (7- 
Spm) ¢ Chanticleer; Kingsway Rm, Millard 
ealth Building, 131 Airport Rd, 
780.498.4608/780,474.1138; Thu (7-8:30am) * 
er Bound: Rm 601 Norquest ee 
10215-108St, 780.488.4098/780.454 3720, 
adamsrk@telus.net, Wed (7-8:30pm) 


WESTWOOD UNITARIAN SIMPLICITY 
CIRCLE Westwood Unitarian Congregation, 
11135-65 Ave © Simplicity Death with speaker 
Elaine Roberts from the Memorial Society of 
Edmonton ® Sun, Nov 30 (10:30am) * Free 


WHAT WOULD JESUS BUY? Zeidler Hall, 
Citadel Theatre, 9828-101A Ave, 780.425.9212 
 Docu-comedy presented by Theatre Yes and 
Edmonton Small Press Association along with 
Workers of the World Relax! # Thu, Dec 4 
(7pm, 9pm) * $8 (donation, sliding scale) 
WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old _ 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the 
1st and 3rd Sat (10-11am) each month, stand 
in silence for a world without violence 


"QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer. 
403.347.6073 © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people 
and their friends, family, and allies meet the 
2nd Tue (7pm) each month 


BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 


BOOTS 
~ 780.423.5014, www.bootsbar.ca * 2nd Thu: 


Illusions Social Club * 3rd Wed: Edmonton O 
Society ¢ 2nd Tue: Edmonton Raid 


bow 
iness Association * Every Fri: i 
Cate'= Fr and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 10-3 © 
Long Weekend Sundays feature the Stardust 
Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 © Open nightly Ipm-dam, Fri 8- 
3pm © Sun: Rotating drag shows with Mz 
Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The 
GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy © 
Mon: Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy ¢ Tue: 
Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser © 
Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean © Thu: 
Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, mid- 
night, DJ Pe ee nana © Fri: We 
made ‘em famous! 0J Eddy Toonflash, come 
early to avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm « 
Sat: Undie night for men only, free pool and 
tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St « 
A group of older gay men and their admirers 
who have common social interests meet the 
2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social 
period, a short meeting and a guest speaker, 
discussion panel or a potluck supper. Special 
interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email 
edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www.primetimer- 
sww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION 
Wwww.teamedmonton.ca * Women’s Drop-In 
Recreational Badminton; Oliver Schoo! Gym, 
10227-118 St,780.465.3620; Wed (6-7:30pm) * 
Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary School at 
15451-84 Ave; Mon (7-8:15pm); 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowlin 
Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat 
(5-7pm); bowling@teamedmonton.ca # 
hee Mon red ale Granite Curlin: 
Club; 780.463.5942 * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; 
funning@teamedmonton.ca * Swimming: 
NAIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8-9pm), Thu 
(7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca 

® Volleyball: Tue Recreational: Mother Teresa 
Elementary School at $008-105A (8-10pm); Thu 
intermediate: Amiskiwaciy Academy, 101 
Airport Road (8-10pm); reevolleyball@teamed: 
monton.ca; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * 
YOGA (Hatha): Free Yoga; every Sun (2- 
3:30pm); Korezone Fitness, 203, 10575-115 St; 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 
St, 780.387.3343 © Crossdressers, transsexu- 
als, friends and supporters meet 2nd Thu each 
month http://groups.yahoo.com/qraup/edmon- 
Span ta? 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, ay bisexual, trans- 
identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate 
student, academic, straight allies and support 
staff © 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms) 
oa Series, Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 
ta.ca 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St « 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, 
www.edmlivingpositive.ca, , 
1.877.975.9448/780.488.5768, * Providing — 
confidential peer support to people living with 
HIV © Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 © Program 
for HIV-AIDQS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African 
languages * 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) each 
month ® Free (member)/$10 (membership) © 
Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocitias.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, a encouraged to participate. 
Socializing atterpractices * Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * A sup- 
port group for parents and friends of lesbian, 

jay, bisexual, transgender and queer people * 
Meet the’ 1st Wed each month September- 
June (7-9pm); T: Ruby 780.436.1998 (after 
6pm); E: edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, __ 
www.playnightclub.ca * Open Thu, Fri, Sat 
The first bar for the queer community to open 
in a decade with DJs Alexx Brown and Eddie 
Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 
Ave, 780.488.3234, www.pridecentreofedmon- 
ton.org * Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm 
° get Seniors Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu (2- 
4pm) * CA; Every Thu (7pm) * Suit Up and 
Show Up: AA big book study group meet every 
Sat (noon) © Youth Understanding Youth: 
Youth up to 25 years, support and social group 
meet every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca * 
Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun each 
month (10:30am-12:30pm) # Trans 
Education/Support Group: Meet the 1st and 
3rd Sun (2-4pm) of each month; www.alberta- 
trans.org * Men Talking with Pride: Every Sun 
(7pm); facilitator: Rob Wells robwells780@hot- 
mail.com @ HIV Support Group: Meet the 2nd 
Mon of each month (rom) Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (T11Q) 
Alliance; Support meeting the 2nd Tue each 
month (7:30pm) * Transgender, Transsexual, 


WEAN 


Intersex and Questioning. Education, advocacy 
and support for men, women and youth; PFLAG 
Edmonton: Meet the 1st Wed each month 
(7pm) © Free short-term, solution-focused 
call Suansel ng, ee (7-10pm) 

outhSpace: drop-in for LGBTQ for youth up t 
25; Tue-Sat (3-7pm) 4 
ROBERTSON-WSESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587, www.rwuc.org © 
Soul ne an LGBT-focused alternative wor- 
ship * 3rd Sun each month (7pm); worship 
Sun (10:30am); people of all sexual orienta- 
tions welcome. A LGBT monthly book club and 
4 bi-monthly film night. Info email jraven- 
scroft@rwue,org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 © People of all sexual orienta- 
tions are welcome # Every Sun (10am wor 
ship) 

WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.womon- 
Space.ca, womonspace@qmail.com * A Nan- 
profit lesbian social organization for Edmonton 
and surrounding area. Organized month! 
activities from dances, games nites, Saas 
fament, etc. Monthly newsletter and reduced 
fates included with membership. 
Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 seat Ave, 780.488.6557 © 
Open Bally (noon) * Sat-Tue Karaoke with 
Tizzy and Patrick ® Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BIANNUAL ROYAL BISON CRAFT AND 
ART FAIR Old Strathcona Performing Arts 
Centre, 8426 Gateway Blvd, 
www.royalbison.ca ® Featuring local and orig- 
inal art objects * Nov 29-30 {Dam-5pm} © $2 


BRIGHTNIGHTS Hawrelak Park, www.edmon- 
tonchamber.com * Until Jan 4, 2009 (5-10pm) 


CHANGE FOR CHILDREN ASSOCIATION 2 
Fl, 10808-124 St, www.changeforchildren.org, 
780.448 1505 © Holiday Open House « Fri, 
Dec 5 (5-1 1pm) 


FESTIVAL OF TREES Shaw Conference 
Centre, 9797 Jasper Ave ® Featuring trees and 
festive decorations. Proceeds go to the U of A 
Hospital for equipment; Nov 27-30 @ Festival 
of Trees Luncheon; Fri, Nov 28 (11:30am 
1:20pm) at Hall D; $75 at TIX on the Square 


INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES Stanley Milner Library Theatre, 

www.edmonton.ca/disability * Featuring 

pare Wendy Edey * Dec 3 (10am-2pm) © 
ree 


JOHN HUMPHREY CENTRE FOR PEACE 
AND HUMAN RIGHTSGrand Salon, Pavillon 
Lacerte, Campus St Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne- 
Gaboury St, 780.452.2638, www,jhcentre.org, 
www.humanrightscity.ca * Human Rights 
Awards, featuring speaker Michael Phair # 
Dee 10, 6:30pm (door), 7pm (program) * $5 
(adv)/$B (door) 


LUMINARIA 2008 Devonian Botanic Garden, 
780.987.3054 ext 2223, www.devonian.ualber 
ta.ca ® Thousands of candles will light the 
paths of the Kurimoto Japanese Garden, there 
will be hot apple cider, bonfires, strolling 
singers, handmade natural crafts, memory lane 
Sun, Dec 7 (5-Spm) © $9 (adult)/$5 (child 6- 
12)/free for child 5 and under 


PROJECT PORCHLIGHT TransAlta Arts Barn, 
403.767.9007 ® A party with Captain Tractor, 
talking about Project Porchlight and giving 
away energy efficient light bulbs * Sat, Nov 
29 |live music 12pm, speeches 12:45pm) 


SANTA SHUFFLE FUN RUN AND ELF WALK 
Hawerlak Park * Sat, Dec 6 (10am) * 
Fundraiser, helps the Salvation Army to assist 
families and individuals in need during the 
Christmas season, www.santashuffle.com 


SHARE THE SPIRIT 9808-148 St # Pilgrims 
Hospice Society open house celebrate an old 
fashioned Christmas with live entertainment, a 
festive meal, the Festival of Wreaths * Sun, 
Dee 7 (11;15am-2pm) 


A VINYL CAFE CHRISTMAS Jubilee 
Auditorium * With Stuart McLean Don Jones 
Productions * Dec 7 


COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment 
Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail * Thu (8:30pm); 
Sat (8pm and 10pm) * Dennis Ross; Nov 27- 
29 © Steven Juliano Moore; Dec 4-6 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, ‘ 
780.483.5999, www.thecomicstrip.ca * Hit or 
Miss Mondays: Each Mon ¢ Alternative | 
Tuesdays: Each Tue * Claude Stuart; until Nov 
30 © John Roy; Dec 3-7 


THE LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, 
Londonderry Mall, 780.476.1010, www.the- 
laughshop.ca * Wed-Sat 8pm; Fri-Sat 8pm 

and 10:30pm * Wed amateur night; 8pm * 
Joey Elias; Nov 27-29 ® Brian Lazanik; Dec 4-6 


KARAOKE 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
Bee 6332 © Tue, Wed, Fri: Karaoke with 
eny 


» 
BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, 
16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7751 © Wed 
(8pm-12am), Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1-30am) 

ith Almost Famous 

BO DIDDLY'S—NW (ROADHOUSE) 142 St, 
118 Ave © Sat (10pm-Zam): with Gord's 
Ultimate Karaoke show 
CAMPUS SPORTS BAR 10807-106 Ave 
780.420.1530 * Karaoke night: Tue and Fri 


(Spm-1am) hosted by Brian Olson * Saturday 
night: DJ Hip hop 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne 
Rd 780.462.6565 * Tue (Spm): with 
Sonia/Prosound > 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns 
Rd, 780.472.7696 © Thu (10:30pm) © Wed 
Name that Tune 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave * Wed nights: with 
Gary from Mr. Entertainment 


ECCO PUB 5605-66 Ave, 780.435.5050 Sat 
(9pm-lam) 
GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780.488.4841 « 


Tue, Wed (9pm-1:20am): Gord's Best Live 
Singing Show 


HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St, 780.421.9898 
© Fri, Sat (8pm-midnight): Hot Karaoke 
Productions 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 
780.452.1168 © Fri: Karaoke with Krista, 
Liquid Entertainment 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave, ~ 
780.451.1390 ® Thu, hosted by Gordon; Fri 

hosted by Shawna; Sat: hosted by Jolly Grea 
Giant (9:30pm-2am) ¥ 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain 
Rd, 780.489.1906 * Mon (7-11pm) 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 St 
780.451.0587 # Fri {10pm-2am): Gord's Best 
Live Singing Show 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave, 780.429.4940 « 
Fri (Spm-late}: with Chris 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave 
780.477.7752 © Thu, Fri, Sat: sound and songs 
with great hosts 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave 
780.490.1999 * Thu 


NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ave, 
780.489.2511 * Sun (3-7pm) 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave, 
780.465.4834 © Thu (8pm): Terra with Mr 
Entertainment , 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave, 
780.482.4767 © Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark 
and Mr. Entertainment * Wed (9:30pm): Name 
That Tune * Thu (Spm): Salsa Rocks with 
Cuban salsa DJ 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401- 
104 St, 780.988.5457 * Sat (9pm): with Jenny 
Joy 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, St 
Albert, 780.458.5571 © Karaoke Tue (Spm- 
Jam); TLC Entertainment 


ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave, 780.447.4727 « 
Longest running Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 
10604-101 St, 780.423.3499 ¢ Mon-Sat (Spm); 
Sun (7pm): with Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 
St, 780.482.1600; daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave, 780.439.7211; Thu- 
Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu2sat 
(Spm-tam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 1650 WEM @ Karaoke 
Industry Night Sundays: Terra with Mr. 
Entertainment; Spm-2am * Rock Band 
Mondays: Terra with Mr. Entertainment, play 
for fun, all skill levels; 8pm start 


SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127St, 
780.453.6006 * Thu/Sat (9pm-2am): with 
Shelley 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER 
SKATING DISCO 1370-104 St, 780.472.6336 
Karaoke evenings: Tue/Fri/Sat (7-10:30pm) * 
Karaoke afternoons: Sat/Sun (1-4:30pm) 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St. Albert, 
780.458.0860 * Wed (Spm-1am): hosted by 
Beauty and the Beast a) 


WILLY'S PUB 990 Lakeland Mile. 
Sherwood Pk * Every 2nd Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) 


WOODYS PUB 11723 Jasper Ave, 
780.488.6557 ¢ Karaoke Mon (8pm) with host 
Chad © Karaoke Sat (7pm) with host Gary ° 
Game Show You Don't Know Jack: Thu (8pm) 
with host Patrick (aka Tequila Mockingbird), 
games and prizes 


Witkiai Cuan 


‘The time of fierce love 


&|QUEERMONTON 


Before Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts 
and Culture Festival started, | sat down with 
a journalist to talk about the festival. As the 
interview wound down, our coffee cups long 
emptied, we began to talk abeut what it is 
like to feel a part of the age you live in. 

<i have never really felt a part of the 
time in which | live. | think partially it is 
because | am part of a small cohort, an 
echo that came between generations. | 
am too young to be considered Genera- 
tion X and, depending on the source, too 
old to be a millennial. | fall through the 
cracks. My tastes, my prevailing philoso- 
phies and default inclinations are not 
reflected or in line with mass culture.Only 
in the last few years of getting involved 
in queer politics, art and culture have | 


begun to see myself as part of something 
bigger than my own existence. 

It started when | was a teenager, 
drawn to reading about HIV/AIDS as a 
way of connecting to a generation of gay 
men who came before me but who made 
a huge impact on my life. My interest in 
HIV/AIDS later led me to be more 
involved with the gay community and, in 
time, open myself up to the queer com- 
munity. In recent years, through my 
involvement with Exposure and in writing 
this column, | have begun to meet like- 
minded individuals and see my place in 
the grand scheme more clearly. 

That is not to say | am now part of a 
community where | agree with everything, 
but | am part of conversations in which | 
understand what is being said and | care 
passionately that it is being said. 

| have found a space and place in time 
where | feel as though what | do matters, 
and that what is happening locally to me 


2 CLASSIFIEDS 


IF YOU WANT TD PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Looking for one or two open minded health 
conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 


ucts. No inventory to carry. 
For information call Ken at 780-454-6971 


EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed .. 
Must include professional attitude and 
= desire to succeed. 
www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES — 
MOVIE DOSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options, Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Bhd. 439-0408. 


HELP WANTED 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 - 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 780-907-0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We tain you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONUNE by ci . Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


FILM INSTRUCTION 


Attention Actors! Zocalo Film Studio offers film acting 

classes. From Introductory to Advanced. Special 

Audition prep classes. Please email macaloDkrsh- 
natailor.com for more information 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC, 780-221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Actors wanted, male & female, for full-length independ- 
ent film, to be shot in Edmonton in Spring/Summer 
2009. Non-paying—great experience. Email thetilmpro- 
ject@hotmail.com with your experience 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darcy 780-203-1712 


Cast needed for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December. 
For more info, contact: leon_cdc@hotmail.com 


ADFA Edmonton Region invites entries for Stage 
Struck! One-Act Play Festival, March 6/7, 2009, 
Walterdale Playhouse. Previous! poe or new 
works, 10-60 minutes. Doadl Nov 30. 
Details/registration, Mary-Ellen Perley, 
780-481-3716 or mperley@shaw.ca 


The Works Festival—Calls to Enter * Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors. 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2089 © Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage. 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit Deadline: 
Aug. 25, 2009 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! June 1, 
2008 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: 1, 2008 © Download applications at 
www.theworks,ab.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 


AC 


has global ramifications. A few days into 
this year’s Exposure | was moved by the 
photos a friend posted on Facebook of the 
Proposition 8 rallies that he was a part of 
in downtown Los Angeles. Gay men and 
women and their allies were gathering 
thousands of kilometres away to protest 
voted-in discrimination at the same time 
that | and a room full of people were listen- 
ing to artist AA Bronson weave his tale of 
art, activism and survival in the face of lost 
loves, a culture often apathetic to art and a 
passion to heal and be healed. 

The symbiotic nature of being part of the 
talk at the same time the protest was hap- 
pening meant that in an essential way 
Exposure was a part of the protest. 
Through promoting queer conversation and 
contribution through the lens of art and cul- 
ture, Exposure is activating voices, thought 
and resistance to heteronormative patriar- 
chal systems. Exposure is part of a time in 
which we are currently living, when the 
world is again being reminded that gay 
rights are human rights, and that no matter 
how we as queers choose to express our- 
selves—e it through art, culture or mar- 


First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


MUSICIANS 


Bass player wanted to relocate to Medicine Hat 
to play in various new metal/rock project with Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 25-35 yrs. Must 
have long hair; serious ing only. 403-504-5135 


The Loud Hailers seek keyboardist and saxophonist 
for original rock n roll, rhythm & blues. 
780-760-7284 Justin 


Three-piece power trio requires lead guitarist for 
modem rock project. Please be mature and serious 
780-418-2214 


2 singer/songwriters have started a Pop/Jazz group. 
Practice weekly. Looking for musicians (18-24yrs) who 
are creative and can improvise. Need pianist, gui- 
tarist, bassist, drummer, celloist, and brass section. 
Contact: kareneleven@hotmail.com 


Wanted: Singer and bass player for heavy original 
project. Infl: Tool, Filter, Mudvane. Contact Aaron 780- 
474-7076 aa77ron@hotmail.com 


56 year old drummer looking fo find musicians to jam 
with. Old rock and blues. Northside preferable. 
780-461-8437 


Mature drummer and singer/guitar player seeking 
commited bass player for modem rock power trio 
780-288-3445 


Youth rock band available to play non-profit events. 
Visit www.st-rock.com for booking. 
Part of www.therockgeneration.com 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
www.youthvolunteer.ca 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child and 
back into your life! Be a Big Brother or Big Sister 
Today! Call 424-8181. Remember you don't have to 

change your life to change theirs! 


The Salvation Army Christmas Kettle Campaign: Nev 
20-Dec 24 Volunteers Rectal To help out call 780- 
412- 


Red Cross's Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community, We are hoping to expand our 


flage—we have the right to do so, and that 
we do it in the name of all people. 


ALMOST A WEEK after AA Bronson’s 
talk, poet, activist and academic Eli Clare 
began his Inside Out keynote address by 
asking why does he, someone who has 
walked across America in the name of 
peace and nuclear disarmament, focus 
his time on trans and disability activism 
when a part of him knows that he could 
be using all his time to protest the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan? He answered his 
own question by speaking about his 
belief that in fighting whatever issues we 
choose to fight we are fighting for justice 
for all. As | understood him, our fight to 
ensure that we as people who find our- 
selves gender queer, disabled or any 
other way in which we exist must ensure 
that when justice comes for all we can 
partake—that we are part of the conver- 
sation based on who we truly are. 

In a speech he gave the previous night 
at the Transgender Day of Remembrance, 
Clare spoke of “fierce love"—semething 
that now seems to be the antidote to 


youth team {12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura keegan@redcross.ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redeross,ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: 
edmonton.respected@redcross.ca 


Brain Neurobiology Research atU of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
{not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expanses provided. Call 407- 
3221 (depressed only), 407-3906 (healthy or 
depressed), or 407-3775 (female healthy or 
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Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach Is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and 
flexible environment. 


war—not only as an offering to brin, 
about hope and liberation, but also as 5, 
action and, for me, a form of activism 

It was during Noir, Exposure's closin,.” 
gala, that | really began to understand fier... 
lave—to feel it heat my veins and open 
spaces in my brain. A cramped and ty) 
formed Starlite room became, for one Night 
only, a cornucopia of queer tribe deligty 
with all eyes feasting on the diversity 3p, 
connections of what we liberally call t}). 
community. From the coiffed perfection 9; 
the drag king and queens to the seemingly 
careless thrown-togetherness of hipsi., 
homos and everyone in between, the roo, 
was a study in differences, allegiances a) 
the best and worst queers have to offer 

While on the dance floor surveying «) 
closed-eyed smile of bodies in moverneny 
| realized that the night was right, that aij 
people should have the opportunity 
express who they are, in all their con, 
plexities, possible offensiveness a, 
beauty. That the feeling of protection an 
connection that came over me is fierce 
love, and that is what | am a part of 
Fierce love is the time that | belong to. w 


UL 


depressed, including pregnant and just delivered 


Tandem Captains—Cycling with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact Jonn 
Collier at 780-433-1270 


Dr.’s Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refuge 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give sup 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 780-43 

1137, ext 357 


VOLUNTEER 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking to: 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and specie! 
events. Call Carmen at 780-444-1547 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar- 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 
www.publicoutreach.ca 


Print your ad here... 


a 


it harder than he 

ne finding several com- 
hem for him to agree 
nally tell her no more 


for presentations . Fe eacara 
n a al 
Comen at 780-444-1547 


hide-Assist Health Care Aide 
‘ina program for immigral 
! fnaterials, and students 


a 


contact outside of necessary work contact, 
I'm having trouble trusting him and break 
down a lot and he feels so guilty and thinks 
I'd be better off without him. We are start- 
ing couple’s therapy soon and he’s not in a 
position to leave his job. | can't compete 
with this infatuation. We had a short infatu- 
ation but things moved so fast that it dwin- 
dled quicker.than | think it should have. He 
told me that she makes him feel dizzy and 
that he’s never felt like that for anyone 
befere. Am | going to lase him? 

LOVE, TEARFULLY FEARFUL 


DEAR TEARS FOR FEARS: 
I'm a little worried, due to the finding a 
few last (we hope) emails before he 
agreed to therapy, and frankly, due to 
your snooping (| assume you were snoop- 
ing). Both are bad for both of you. 

Given that he has apparently given up the 
stolen moments with Object of Affection 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate—Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner and excellent communication skills wanted. 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support. 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
atmonthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
Bam-5pm. Leslie 780-432-1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redcross.ca 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FMM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
rotests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
tween people, corporations or gavernments to sim- 
ply bring a'recorder and send us the footage. 
E: risaupradio@cjsr.com; Sam Power, 780-492-2577 
ext. 4 for recording equipment and more details 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780-421-7323 
www.famlit.ca 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants ina 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
780-424-3545, ext 249 
—— 
Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays. Call Judy 780-424-3545. ext 249 


a 
Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. 3-4hrs/wk. No exp. req., various locations, 
Judy 780-424-3545, ext 249 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to bea 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780-732-6648 
J EEE eee 
Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 

needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 780-429-2020. 


eee ee 

Volunteer for ElderCare. Help with daily activities for 
- seniors. Call 780-434-4747 Ext. 4 

pee SS 
Canadian Mental Health Association-Edmonton 

Region Board Recruitment. For info visit waww.emha- 

edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 

Parrish-Craig at gr ica 


oe eS ee eee SS 
E.C.AW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 


www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 780-988-2713 


| momen roe 
~~ www thesupportnetwork.com 


‘dream home ... 


(No more late nights drinking, right? And 
let's assume his schedule doesn't allow for 
Don Draper-style unexplained absences 
from office, starting at lunch and ending 
when he damn well feels like ending 
them?), | can be cautiously optimistic, if'a bit 
concerned about the you not trusting him 
and the him feeling like skulking off because 
it’s all ruined now anyway parts. Not only 
will he have to get over her in order for this 
to work, you will both have to get over your- 
selves, The latter may be harder. 

Infatuations of the sort your husband 
had usually require some kind of fuel to 
keep burning, and if they have stopped 
seeing each other in any but the most 
unavoidable and quotidian “Hey, did you 
get that TPS report” fashion it has a good 
chance of dying down. 

The truth is, 10 years in, something like 
this is ta be expected. You could even con- 


sider patting yourselves on the back that it 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transeription, storywriting, and/or 

layout and design. 780-434-4747 ext 4 for info 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusi- 
asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to events and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla Wagar at 780-422-6223 or pwa- 
gar@artgalleryalberta.com 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton, 780- 
434-4747 ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voiceprinteanada.com, 
or call 780-451-8331 
eee 
Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 780-434-4747, ext. 4 


_—_————— 


Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
seeks steering committee volunteers. Visit 
www.exposurefestival.ca 
1 ———————e———EEEE 
Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. www.multiculturaleoalition.ca ar call 
Janina 780-423-1973 


ee —————eEeEeEeeEeEEe 

PA.LS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 780-424-5514 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology. Research at UofA, 780-407-3906 
Reimbursement provided 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


NICE ASIAN LADY 
Sweet, Educated and spirited 
it ad 
4. 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
yew freewebs.com/asiant ouch (780) 695-3623 


~ Christie's Outcall Massage. 


took 10 years, rather than the more expect- 
ed seven (some researchers postulate that 
humans are programmed to move on after 
seven years, the time it takes to rear a 
man-cub to independence) or the alarming 
four, a figure that shows up in recent 
fesearch on divorce in western industrial- 
ized countries. Small consolation, | know, 
but 10 good years is worth a lot! 

So what does he say now about the 
dizziness? Is he still dizzy when he thinks of 
her, or is it now mostly retroactive dizzi- 
hess, dizzy with some distance? We've 
talked about those dizzy spells before in 
the column. They are a sure sign of “limer- 
ence,” the crazy part of love, which | 
described here: “| make a distinction 
between loving a whole lot and limerence 
(which differs from infatuation both in 
duration and intensity} which is not so 
much a feeling as it is a form of madness, 
and like other forms of madness is turing 
out to have a biochemical basis. ‘When | 
think of you my serotonin plummets, my 
darling! Oh, how my dopamine soars! My 
heart pounds with norepinephrine.” 

Limerence produces sensations not only 
of lightheadedness but of physical pain, 


“heartache.” It is tremendously exciting, and 
we tend to assume that anything so com- 
pelling must be both real and important, but 
if you remember that a really great book or a 
roller-coaster ride can create similar senss™ 
tions, you realize that it needn't be anything 
of the kind. The rush can be addictive, 
though, so let's hope that your husband can 
give the rush its due and then steer clear. He 
will need some help, both from you and from 
the therapist. Any sign that he is just nod- 
ding and saying whatever will get him out of 
there the fastest and | start worrying again. 
Interestingly, there are 12-step groups not 
just for the more obvious “sex addicts” but 
also for “love addicts.” They are meant for 
those who use “love” as a drug to lent 
meaning to an empty. life or excitement to a 
dull one, not to the ordinary person who, 
glimpsing something shiny, follaws it through 
the faerie wood and then, realizing he's been 
briefly enchanted, retums, chastened. Still, 
understanding that “love” (these are not quite 
scare quotes, but certainly sneer quotes; | 
don't think what these seekers are finding 
deserves the name) can be so powerful a 
drug may help both of you to forgive him. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab,ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 
yesentation T: 423-4102/F; 421-8734/E 
info@sace ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 


Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Hoalth Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education 
Program is pleased to offer workshops to give 
you the skills to intervene with people who may 
be at risk for suicide, Follow the links to 
ASIST or call 414-6300 
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